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SUBCHAPTER III—AVAILABILITY AND USE 
OF REPLACEMENT FUELS, ALTERNATIVE 
FUELS, AND ALTERNATIVE FUELED PRI-
VATE VEHICLES 

§ 13251. Mandate for alternative fuel providers 

(a) In general 

(1) The Secretary shall, before January 1, 1994, 
issue regulations requiring that of the new light 
duty motor vehicles acquired by a covered per-
son described in paragraph (2), the following per-
centages shall be alternative fueled vehicles for 
the following model years: 

(A) 30 percent for model year 1996. 
(B) 50 percent for model year 1997. 
(C) 70 percent for model year 1998. 
(D) 90 percent for model year 1999 and there-

after.

(2) For purposes of this section, a person re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) is—

(A) a covered person whose principal busi-
ness is producing, storing, refining, proc-
essing, transporting, distributing, importing, 
or selling at wholesale or retail any alter-
native fuel other than electricity; 

(B) a non-Federal covered person whose prin-
cipal business is generating, transmitting, im-
porting, or selling at wholesale or retail elec-
tricity; or 

(C) a covered person—
(i) who produces, imports, or produces and 

imports in combination, an average of 50,000 
barrels per day or more of petroleum; and 

(ii) a substantial portion of whose business 
is producing alternative fuels.

(3)(A) In the case of a covered person described 
in paragraph (2) with more than one affiliate, di-
vision, or other business unit, only an affiliate, 
division, or business unit which is substantially 
engaged in the alternative fuels business (as de-
termined by the Secretary by rule) shall be sub-
ject to this subsection. 

(B) No covered person or affiliate, division, or 
other business unit of such person whose prin-
cipal business is—

(i) transforming alternative fuels into a 
product that is not an alternative fuel; or 

(ii) consuming alternative fuels as a feed-
stock or fuel in the manufacture of a product 
that is not an alternative fuel,

shall be subject to this subsection. 
(4) The vehicles purchased pursuant to this 

section shall be operated solely on alternative 
fuels except when operating in an area where 
the appropriate alternative fuel is unavailable. 

(5) Regulations issued under paragraph (1) 
shall provide for the prompt exemption by the 
Secretary, through a simple and reasonable 
process, from the requirements of paragraph (1) 
of any covered person, in whole or in part, if 
such person demonstrates to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary that—

(A) alternative fueled vehicles that meet the 
normal requirements and practices of the prin-
cipal business of that person are not reason-
ably available for acquisition; or 

(B) alternative fuels that meet the normal 
requirements and practices of the principal 
business of that person are not available in the 
area in which the vehicles are to be operated. 

(b) Revisions and extensions 

With respect to model years 1997 and there-
after, the Secretary may—

(1) revise the percentage requirements under 
subsection (a)(1) downward, except that under 
no circumstances shall the percentage require-
ment for a model year be less than 20 percent; 
and 

(2) extend the time under subsection (a)(1) 
for up to 2 model years. 

(c) Option for electric utilities 

The Secretary shall, within 1 year after Octo-
ber 24, 1992, issue regulations requiring that, in 
the case of a covered person whose principal 
business is generating, transmitting, importing, 
or selling at wholesale or retail electricity, the 
requirements of subsection (a)(1) shall not apply 
until after December 31, 1997, with respect to 
electric motor vehicles. Any covered person de-
scribed in this subsection which plans to acquire 
electric motor vehicles to comply with the re-
quirements of this section shall so notify the 
Secretary before January 1, 1996. 

(d) Report to Congress 

The Secretary shall, before January 1, 1998, 
submit a report to the Congress providing de-
tailed information on actions taken to carry out 
this section, and the progress made and prob-
lems encountered thereunder. 

(Pub. L. 102–486, title V, § 501, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2887.) 

§ 13252. Replacement fuel supply and demand 
program 

(a) Establishment of program 

The Secretary shall establish a program to 
promote the development and use in light duty 
motor vehicles of domestic replacement fuels. 
Such program shall promote the replacement of 
petroleum motor fuels with replacement fuels to 
the maximum extent practicable. Such program 
shall, to the extent practicable, ensure the 
availability of those replacement fuels that will 
have the greatest impact in reducing oil im-
ports, improving the health of our Nation’s 
economy and reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions. 

(b) Development plan and production goals 

Under the program established under sub-
section (a), the Secretary, before October 1, 1993, 
in consultation with the Administrator, the Sec-
retary of Transportation, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Secretary of Commerce, and the 
heads of other appropriate agencies, shall review 
appropriate information and—

(1) estimate the domestic and nondomestic 
production capacity for replacement fuels and 
alternative fueled vehicles needed to imple-
ment this section; 

(2) determine the technical and economic 
feasibility of achieving the goals of producing 
sufficient replacement fuels to replace, on an 
energy equivalent basis—

(A) at least 10 percent by the year 2000; and 
(B) at least 30 percent by the year 2010,

of the projected consumption of motor fuel in 
the United States for each such year, with at 
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