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1 So in original. Probably should not be capitalized. 
2 So in original. Subsec. (b) enacted without a par. (7). 
3 So in original. The period probably should be a semicolon. 

generally to this chapter. For complete classification 
of subtitle F to the Code, see Short Title note below 
and Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 101–508, title VI, § 6601, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1388–321, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle F 
(§§ 6501, 6601–6610) of title VI of Pub. L. 101–508, enacting 
this chapter and section 4370c of this title] may be cited 
as the ‘Pollution Prevention Act of 1990’.’’

§ 13102. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter—
(1) The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-

ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

(2) The term ‘‘Agency’’ means the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

(3) The term ‘‘toxic chemical’’ means any 
substance on the list described in section 
11023(c) of this title. 

(4) The term ‘‘release’’ has the same mean-
ing as provided by section 11049(8) of this title. 

(5)(A) The term ‘‘source reduction’’ means 
any practice which—

(i) reduces the amount of any hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant enter-
ing any waste stream or otherwise released 
into the environment (including fugitive 
emissions) prior to recycling, treatment, or 
disposal; and 

(ii) reduces the hazards to public health 
and the environment associated with the re-
lease of such substances, pollutants, or con-
taminants.

The term includes equipment or technology 
modifications, process or procedure modifica-
tions, reformulation or redesign of products, 
substitution of raw materials, and improve-
ments in housekeeping, maintenance, train-
ing, or inventory control. 

(B) The term ‘‘source reduction’’ does not in-
clude any practice which alters the physical, 
chemical, or biological characteristics or the 
volume of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant through a process or activity 
which itself is not integral to and necessary 
for the production of a product or the pro-
viding of a service. 

(6) The term ‘‘multi-media’’ means water, 
air, and land. 

(7) The term ‘‘SIC codes’’ refers to the 2-
digit code numbers used for classification of 
economic activity in the Standard Industrial 
Classification Manual. 

(Pub. L. 101–508, title VI, § 6603, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1388–321.) 

§ 13103. EPA activities 

(a) Authorities 

The Administrator shall establish in the Agen-
cy an office to carry out the functions of the Ad-
ministrator under this chapter. The office shall 
be independent of the Agency’s single-medium 
program offices but shall have the authority to 
review and advise such offices on their activities 
to promote a multi-media approach to source re-
duction. The office shall be under the direction 

of such officer of the Agency as the Adminis-
trator shall designate. 

(b) Functions 

The Administrator shall develop and imple-
ment a strategy to promote source reduction. As 
part of the strategy, the Administrator shall—

(1) establish standard methods of measure-
ment of source reduction; 

(2) ensure that the Agency considers the ef-
fect of its existing and proposed programs on 
source reduction efforts and shall review regu-
lations of the Agency prior and subsequent to 
their proposal to determine their effect on 
source reduction; 

(3) coordinate source reduction activities in 
each Agency Office 1 and coordinate with ap-
propriate offices to promote source reduction 
practices in other Federal agencies, and ge-
neric research and development on techniques 
and processes which have broad applicability; 

(4) develop improved methods of coordi-
nating, streamlining and assuring public ac-
cess to data collected under Federal environ-
mental statutes; 

(5) facilitate the adoption of source reduc-
tion techniques by businesses. This strategy 
shall include the use of the Source Reduction 
Clearinghouse and State matching grants pro-
vided in this chapter to foster the exchange of 
information regarding source reduction tech-
niques, the dissemination of such information 
to businesses, and the provision of technical 
assistance to businesses. The strategy shall 
also consider the capabilities of various busi-
nesses to make use of source reduction tech-
niques; 

(6) identify, where appropriate, measurable 
goals which reflect the policy of this chapter, 
the tasks necessary to achieve the goals, dates 
at which the principal tasks are to be accom-
plished, required resources, organizational re-
sponsibilities, and the means by which 
progress in meeting the goals will be meas-
ured; 

(8) 2 establish an advisory panel of technical 
experts comprised of representatives from in-
dustry, the States, and public interest groups, 
to advise the Administrator on ways to im-
prove collection and dissemination of data; 

(9) establish a training program on source 
reduction opportunities, including workshops 
and guidance documents, for State and Fed-
eral permit issuance, enforcement, and inspec-
tion officials working within all agency pro-
gram offices.3 

(10) identify and make recommendations to 
Congress to eliminate barriers to source re-
duction including the use of incentives and 
disincentives; 

(11) identify opportunities to use Federal 
procurement to encourage source reduction; 

(12) develop, test and disseminate model 
source reduction auditing procedures designed 
to highlight source reduction opportunities; 
and 

(13) establish an annual award program to 
recognize a company or companies which oper-
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘businesses’’. 1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘preceding’’. 

ate outstanding or innovative source reduc-
tion programs. 

(Pub. L. 101–508, title VI, § 6604, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1388–322.) 

§ 13104. Grants to States for State technical as-
sistance programs 

(a) General authority 

The Administrator shall make matching 
grants to States for programs to promote the 
use of source reduction techniques by busi-
nesses. 

(b) Criteria 

When evaluating the requests for grants under 
this section, the Administrator shall consider, 
among other things, whether the proposed State 
program would accomplish the following: 

(1) Make specific technical assistance avail-
able to businesses seeking information about 
source reduction opportunities, including 
funding for experts to provide onsite technical 
advice to business 1 seeking assistance and to 
assist in the development of source reduction 
plans. 

(2) Target assistance to businesses for whom 
lack of information is an impediment to 
source reduction. 

(3) Provide training in source reduction 
techniques. Such training may be provided 
through local engineering schools or any other 
appropriate means. 

(c) Matching funds 

Federal funds used in any State program 
under this section shall provide no more than 50 
per centum of the funds made available to a 
State in each year of that State’s participation 
in the program. 

(d) Effectiveness 

The Administrator shall establish appropriate 
means for measuring the effectiveness of the 
State grants made under this section in pro-
moting the use of source reduction techniques 
by businesses. 

(e) Information 

States receiving grants under this section 
shall make information generated under the 
grants available to the Administrator. 

(Pub. L. 101–508, title VI, § 6605, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1388–323.) 

§ 13105. Source Reduction Clearinghouse 

(a) Authority 

The Administrator shall establish a Source 
Reduction Clearinghouse to compile informa-
tion including a computer data base which con-
tains information on management, technical, 
and operational approaches to source reduction. 
The Administrator shall use the clearinghouse 
to—

(1) serve as a center for source reduction 
technology transfer; 

(2) mount active outreach and education 
programs by the States to further the adop-
tion of source reduction technologies; and 

(3) collect and compile information reported 
by States receiving grants under section 13104 
of this title on the operation and success of 
State source reduction programs. 

(b) Public availability 

The Administrator shall make available to the 
public such information on source reduction as 
is gathered pursuant to this chapter and such 
other pertinent information and analysis re-
garding source reduction as may be available to 
the Administrator. The data base shall permit 
entry and retrieval of information to any per-
son. 

(Pub. L. 101–508, title VI, § 6606, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1388–324.) 

§ 13106. Source reduction and recycling data col-
lection 

(a) Reporting requirements 

Each owner or operator of a facility required 
to file an annual toxic chemical release form 
under section 11023 of this title for any toxic 
chemical shall include with each such annual 
filing a toxic chemical source reduction and re-
cycling report for the preceeding 1 calendar year. 
The toxic chemical source reduction and recy-
cling report shall cover each toxic chemical re-
quired to be reported in the annual toxic chem-
ical release form filed by the owner or operator 
under section 11023(c) of this title. This section 
shall take effect with the annual report filed 
under section 11023 of this title for the first full 
calendar year beginning after November 5, 1990. 

(b) Items included in report 

The toxic chemical source reduction and recy-
cling report required under subsection (a) shall 
set forth each of the following on a facility-by-
facility basis for each toxic chemical: 

(1) The quantity of the chemical entering 
any waste stream (or otherwise released into 
the environment) prior to recycling, treat-
ment, or disposal during the calendar year for 
which the report is filed and the percentage 
change from the previous year. The quantity 
reported shall not include any amount re-
ported under paragraph (7). When actual meas-
urements of the quantity of a toxic chemical 
entering the waste streams are not readily 
available, reasonable estimates should be 
made based on best engineering judgment. 

(2) The amount of the chemical from the fa-
cility which is recycled (at the facility or else-
where) during such calendar year, the percent-
age change from the previous year, and the 
process of recycling used. 

(3) The source reduction practices used with 
respect to that chemical during such year at 
the facility. Such practices shall be reported 
in accordance with the following categories 
unless the Administrator finds other cat-
egories to be more appropriate. 

(A) Equipment, technology, process, or 
procedure modifications. 

(B) Reformulation or redesign of products. 
(C) Substitution of raw materials. 
(D) Improvement in management, train-

ing, inventory control, materials handling, 
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