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§ 12653a. Presidential awards for service 

(a) Presidential awards 

(1) In general 

The President, acting through the Corpora-
tion, may make Presidential awards for serv-
ice to individuals providing significant serv-
ice, and to outstanding service programs. 

(2) Individuals and programs 

Notwithstanding section 12511 of this title—
(A) an individual receiving an award under 

this subsection need not be a participant in 
a program authorized under this chapter; 
and 

(B) a program receiving an award under 
this subsection need not be a program au-
thorized under this chapter. 

(3) Nature of award 

In making an award under this section to an 
individual or program, the President, acting 
through the Corporation—

(A) is authorized to incur necessary ex-
penses for the honorary recognition of the 
individual or program; and 

(B) is not authorized to make a cash award 
to such individual or program. 

(b) Information 

The President, acting through the Corpora-
tion, shall ensure that information concerning 
individuals and programs receiving awards 
under this section is widely disseminated. 

(Pub. L. 101–610, title I, § 198A, formerly § 198B, as 
added Pub. L. 103–82, title I, § 104(c), Sept. 21, 
1993, 107 Stat. 843; renumbered § 198A and amend-
ed Pub. L. 111–13, title I, §§ 1803(b), 1804, Apr. 21, 
2009, 123 Stat. 1554.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 101–610, Nov. 16, 
1990, 104 Stat. 3127, which is classified principally to 
this chapter. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
12501 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 12653b of 
this title. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 12653a, Pub. L. 101–610, title I, § 198A, 
as added Pub. L. 103–82, title I, § 104(c), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 
Stat. 842, related to clearinghouses, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 111–13, title I, § 1803(a)(1), Apr. 21, 2009, 123 Stat. 
1554, effective Oct. 1, 2009. 

Another prior section 12653a, Pub. L. 101–610, title I, 
§ 195A, as added Pub. L. 102–484, div. A, title X, 
§ 1092(a)(1), Oct. 23, 1992, 106 Stat. 2523, which provided 
for establishment of Civilian Community Corps Dem-
onstration Program, was renumbered section 152 of 
Pub. L. 101–610 by Pub. L. 103–82, § 104(b), and trans-
ferred to section 12612 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 111–13, § 1804, substituted 
‘‘section 12511’’ for ‘‘section 12511(19)’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–13 effective Oct. 1, 2009, 
see section 6101(a) of Pub. L. 111–13, set out as a note 
under section 4950 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1993, see section 123 of Pub. 
L. 103–82, set out as an Effective Date of 1993 Amend-
ment note under section 1701 of Title 16, Conservation. 

§ 12653b. ServeAmerica Fellowships 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Area of national need 

The term ‘‘area of national need’’ means an 
area involved in efforts to—

(A) improve education in schools for eco-
nomically disadvantaged students; 

(B) expand and improve access to health 
care; 

(C) improve energy efficiency and conserve 
natural resources; 

(D) improve economic opportunities for 
economically disadvantaged individuals; or 

(E) improve disaster preparedness and re-
sponse. 

(2) Eligible fellowship recipient 

The term ‘‘eligible fellowship recipient’’ 
means an individual who is selected by a State 
Commission under subsection (c) and, as a re-
sult of such selection, is eligible for a 
ServeAmerica Fellowship. 

(3) Fellow 

The term ‘‘fellow’’ means an eligible fellow-
ship recipient who is awarded a ServeAmerica 
Fellowship and is designated a fellow under 
subsection (e)(2). 

(4) Small service sponsor organization 

The term ‘‘small service sponsor organiza-
tion’’ means a service sponsor organization de-
scribed in subsection (d)(1) that has not more 
than 10 full-time employees and 10 part-time 
employees. 

(b) Grants 

(1) In general 

From the amounts appropriated under sec-
tion 12681(a)(4)(B) of this title and allotted 
under paragraph (2)(A), the Corporation shall 
make grants (including financial assistance 
and a corresponding allotment of approved na-
tional service positions), to the State Commis-
sion of each of the several States, the District 
of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico with an application approved under this 
section, to enable such State Commissions to 
award ServeAmerica Fellowships under sub-
section (e). 

(2) Allotment; administrative costs 

(A) Allotment 

The amount allotted to a State Commis-
sion for a fiscal year shall be equal to an 
amount that bears the same ratio to the 
amount appropriated under section 
12681(a)(4)(B) of this title, as the population 
of the State bears to the total population of 
the several States, the District of Columbia, 
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

(B) Reallotment 

If a State Commission does not apply for 
an allotment under this subsection for any 
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