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(1) Commissioner 

The term ‘‘Commissioner’’ means the Com-
missioner of the Administration on Children, 
Youth, and Families, as established under sec-
tion 12311 of this title. 

(2) Council 

The term ‘‘Council’’ means the Federal 
Council on Children, Youth, and Families, as 
established under section 12314(a) of this title. 

(3) Nonprofit 

The term ‘‘‘nonprofit’’, as applied to any 
agency, institution, or organization, means an 
agency, institution, or organization that is, or 
is owned and operated by, one or more cor-
porations or associations, no part of the net 
earnings of which may lawfully inure to the 
benefit of any private shareholder or indi-
vidual. 

(4) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services. 

(5) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ includes the District of 
Columbia, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

(6) Young individual 

The term ‘‘young individual’’ means any 
child or youth from birth to 21 years of age. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 903, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1262.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1990, see section 1001(a) of 
Pub. L. 101–501, set out as an Effective Date of 1990 
Amendment note under section 8621 of this title.

Executive Documents 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title 
48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

SUBCHAPTER I—ESTABLISHMENT OF AD-
MINISTRATION AND AWARDING OF 
GRANTS FOR PROGRAMS

PART A—ADMINISTRATION ON CHILDREN, YOUTH, 
AND FAMILIES 

§ 12311. Establishment of Administration on Chil-
dren, Youth, and Families 

(a) In general 

There is established within the Department of 
Health and Human Services an Administration 
on Children, Youth, and Families. 

(b) Commissioner 

(1) Establishment 

(A) In general 

The Administration on Children, Youth, 
and Families, as established under sub-

section (a), shall be headed by a Commis-
sioner on Children, Youth, and Families. 

(B) Omitted 

(2) Appointment 

The President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, shall appoint the Com-
missioner. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 915, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1263.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 915 of Pub. L. 101–501. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(B) of section 915 of Pub. L. 101–501 amend-
ed section 5316 of Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1990, see section 1001(a) of 
Pub. L. 101–501, set out as an Effective Date of 1990 
Amendment note under section 8621 of this title. 

§ 12312. Functions of Commissioner 

(a) In general 

The Commissioner shall—
(1) serve as the effective and visible advocate 

for children, youth, and families within the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
and with other departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities of the Federal Government by 
maintaining active review and commenting re-
sponsibilities, as appropriate, concerning Fed-
eral policies affecting young individuals, and 
the families of young individuals; 

(2) collect and disseminate information re-
lated to the problems of young individuals and 
the families of such individuals; 

(3) assist the Secretary in appropriate mat-
ters pertaining to young individuals, and the 
families of such individuals; 

(4) administer the grants authorized under 
this subchapter; 

(5) develop plans and conduct research in the 
field of young individuals, and the families of 
such individuals; 

(6) assist, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, in the establishment and implementa-
tion of programs designed to meet the needs of 
young individuals for supportive services in-
cluding—

(A) health and mental health services; 
(B) housing and shelter assistance; 
(C) education and training services; 
(D) protective services; 
(E) foster care; 
(F) teen parenting support; 
(G) child care; 
(H) family support and preservation; 
(I) teen pregnancy prevention and coun-

seling; 
(J) counseling on the effects of violence in 

the communities of such individuals and 
their families; 

(K) recreational and volunteer opportuni-
ties; and 

(L) comprehensive early childhood devel-
opment;
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(7) provide technical assistance and con-
sultation to States and the political subdivi-
sions of such States with respect to programs 
for young individuals; 

(8) prepare, publish, and disseminate edu-
cational materials concerning the welfare of 
young individuals; 

(9) gather statistics concerning young indi-
viduals, and the families of such individuals, 
that other Federal agencies are not collecting; 

(10) to the maximum extent practicable co-
ordinate activities carried out or assisted by 
all departments, agencies, and instrumental-
ities of the Federal Government with respect 
to the collection, preparation, and dissemina-
tion of information relevant to young individ-
uals and the families of such individuals; 

(11) stimulate more effective uses of existing 
resources and available services for young in-
dividuals and the families of such individuals; 

(12) develop basic policies and set priorities 
with respect to the development and operation 
of programs and activities conducted under 
this chapter; 

(13) convene conferences of authorities and 
officials of organizations, including Federal, 
State, and local agencies, and nonprofit pri-
vate organizations, of programs for children, 
youth and their families for the development 
and implementation of policies related to the 
priorities and purposes of this chapter, includ-
ing topics such as the establishment of a na-
tionwide network of comprehensive, coordi-
nated services and opportunities for such indi-
viduals; 

(14) conduct periodic evaluations of the pro-
grams and activities related to the purposes of 
this chapter; and 

(15) develop, in coordination with other 
agencies, methods to ensure adequate training 
for personnel concerning children, youth and 
families and to ensure the adequate dissemina-
tion of such information to appropriate State 
and community agencies. 

(b) Encouragement of volunteerism 

In executing the duties and functions of the 
Administration under this subchapter and in 
carrying out the programs and activities au-
thorized under this chapter, the Commissioner, 
in consultation with the Chief Executive Officer 
of the Corporation for National and Community 
Service, shall take necessary steps to coordinate 
with and seek the advice of voluntary agencies 
and organizations that provide services related 
to the purposes of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 916, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1263; Pub. L. 103–82, title IV, § 405(o), Sept. 
21, 1993, 107 Stat. 922.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–82 substituted ‘‘the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation for National 
and Community Service’’ for ‘‘the Director of the AC-
TION Agency’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–82 effective Apr. 4, 1994, 
see section 406(b) of Pub. L. 103–82, set out as a note 

under section 8332 of Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1990, see section 1001(a) of 
Pub. L. 101–501, set out as an Effective Date of 1990 
Amendment note under section 8621 of this title. 

§ 12313. Federal agency consultations 

(a) In general 

The Commissioner shall consult and cooperate 
with the heads of all appropriate Federal agen-
cies or departments administering programs or 
services that are substantially related to the 
purposes of this chapter. 

(b) Interagency agreements 

To the extent practicable, the Commissioner 
shall facilitate cooperation through the entering 
into of interagency agreements. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 917, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1265.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1990, see section 1001(a) of 
Pub. L. 101–501, set out as an Effective Date of 1990 
Amendment note under section 8621 of this title. 

§ 12314. Omitted

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 918, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1265; Pub. L. 103–252, title IV, § 402(a), May 18, 1994, 
108 Stat. 672, established the Federal Council on Chil-
dren, Youth, and Families, and terminated the Council 
on Sept. 30, 1998. 

§ 12315. Administration 

(a) Duties of Commissioner 

In carrying out this subchapter, the Commis-
sioner is authorized to—

(1) provide consultative services, technical 
assistance, and short-term training to the 
independent State bodies; 

(2) conduct research and demonstrations; 
(3) collect, prepare, publish, and disseminate 

special educational or informational mate-
rials, including reports of the projects for 
which funds are provided under this sub-
chapter; 

(4) provide staff and other technical assist-
ance to the Council; 

(5) evaluate the effectiveness of programs 
authorized under this subchapter and periodi-
cally publish analyses of the results of such 
evaluations; and 

(6) not later than 180 days after the end of 
each fiscal year, prepare and submit, to the 
President and the chairman of the Committee 
on Education and Labor of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Labor and Human Resources of the 
Senate, a report concerning the activities car-
ried out under this subchapter and concerning 
such other activities as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate. 

(b) Utilization of services and facilities 

(1) In general 

Subject to agreements made between the 
Commissioner and the head of such agency or 
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