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1 See References in Text note below. 

(Pub. L. 98–242, title I, § 108, Mar. 22, 1984, 98 
Stat. 101; Pub. L. 101–397, § 1(k), (l), Sept. 28, 1990, 
104 Stat. 853.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Par. (6). Pub. L. 101–397, § 1(k), which directed 
that ‘‘, contamination,’’ be inserted after ‘‘depletion’’, 
was executed by making the insertion after ‘‘Deple-
tion’’ to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

Par. (8). Pub. L. 101–397, § 1(l), inserted ‘‘quality and 
quantity’’ after ‘‘water’’. 

§ 10308. Patent policy 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Secretary shall be governed by the provi-
sions of sections 5908 (except subsections (l) and 
(n)) and 5909 of this title with respect to patent 
policy and to the definition of title to and li-
censing of inventions made or conceived in the 
course of work performed, or under any contract 
or grant made, pursuant to this chapter. Subject 
to such patent policy, all research or develop-
ment contracted for, sponsored, cosponsored, or 
authorized under authority of this chapter shall 
be provided in such manner that all informa-
tion, data, and know-how, regardless of their na-
ture or mediums, resulting from such research 
and development shall (with such exceptions and 
limitations, if any, as the Secretary may find to 
be necessary in the interest of national defense) 
be usefully available for practice by the general 
public. 

(Pub. L. 98–242, title I, § 109, Mar. 22, 1984, 98 
Stat. 101.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 98–242, Mar. 22, 1984, 98 
Stat. 97, known as the Water Resources Research Act of 
1984, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 10301 of this title 
and Tables. 

§ 10309. New spending authority; amounts pro-
vided in advance 

Any new spending authority described in sub-
section (c)(2)(A) or (B) of section 651 1 of title 2 
which is provided under this chapter shall be ef-
fective for any fiscal year only to such extent or 
in such amounts as are provided in advance in 
appropriations Acts. 

(Pub. L. 98–242, title I, § 111, Mar. 22, 1984, 98 
Stat. 101.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 651 of title 2, referred to in text, was amended 
by Pub. L. 105–33, title X, § 10116(a)(3), (5), Aug. 5, 1997, 
111 Stat. 691, by striking out subsec. (c) and redesig-
nating former subsec. (d) as (c). 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 98–242, Mar. 22, 1984, 98 
Stat. 97, known as the Water Resources Research Act of 
1984, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 10301 of this title 
and Tables. 

§ 10310. Produced water research and develop-
ment 

(a) Establishment 

As soon as possible after December 27, 2020, the 
Secretary of Energy (in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall establish a research 
and development program on produced water to 
develop—

(1) new technologies and practices to reduce 
the environmental impact; and 

(2) opportunities for reprocessing of pro-
duced water at natural gas or oil development 
sites. 

(b) Prioritization 

In carrying out the program established under 
subsection (a), the Secretary shall give priority 
to projects that develop and bring to market—

(1) effective systems for on-site management 
or repurposing of produced water; and 

(2) new technologies or approaches to reduce 
the environmental impact of produced water 
on local water sources and the environment. 

(c) Conduct of program 

In carrying out the program established under 
subsection (a), the Secretary shall carry out 
science-based research and development activi-
ties to pursue—

(1) improved efficiency, technologies, and 
techniques for produced water recycling sta-
tions; and 

(2) alternative approaches to treating, 
reusing, storing, or decontaminating produced 
water. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $10,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2021 through 2025. 

(Pub. L. 116–260, div. Z, title IV, § 4008, Dec. 27, 
2020, 134 Stat. 2546.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Energy Act of 2020, 
and not as part of the Water Resources Research Act of 
1984 which comprises this chapter.

CHAPTER 109A—MEMBRANE PROCESSES 
RESEARCH 

Sec. 
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10344. Coordination with other research. 
10345. Authorization of appropriations. 

§ 10341. Findings 

The Congress finds that—
(1) there is an increasing threat of impair-

ment to the quantity and quality of the Na-
tion’s water resources due to, among other 
things, growing national needs, recurring 
drought in the Western States, point and 
nonpoint source pollution, and saltwater in-
trusion into existing groundwater supplies; 
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