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pricing data that, as of the date of agreement
on the price of the contract (or another date
agreed on between the parties), were inac-
curate, incomplete, or noncurrent. If for pur-
poses of the preceding sentence the parties
agree on a date other than the date of agree-
ment on the price of the contract, the date
agreed on by the parties shall be as close to
the date of agreement on the price of the con-
tract as is practicable.

(b) VALID DEFENSE.—In determining for pur-
poses of a contract price adjustment under a
contract provision required by subsection (a)
whether, and to what extent, a contract price
was increased because the contractor (or a sub-
contractor) submitted defective cost or pricing
data, it is a defense that the Federal Govern-
ment did not rely on the defective data sub-
mitted by the contractor or subcontractor.

(¢c) INVALID DEFENSES.—It is not a defense to
an adjustment of the price of a contract under a
contract provision required by subsection (a)
that—

(1) the price of the contract would not have
been modified even if accurate, complete, and
current cost or pricing data had been sub-
mitted by the contractor or subcontractor be-
cause the contractor or subcontractor—

(A) was the sole source of the property or
services procured; or

(B) otherwise was in a superior bargaining
position with respect to the property or
services procured;

(2) the contracting officer should have
known that the cost or pricing data in issue
were defective even though the contractor or
subcontractor took no affirmative action to
bring the character of the data to the atten-
tion of the contracting officer;

(3) the contract was based on an agreement
between the contractor and the Federal Gov-
ernment about the total cost of the contract
and there was no agreement about the cost of
each item procured under the contract; or

(4) the prime contractor or subcontractor
did not submit a certification of cost or pric-
ing data relating to the contract as required
by section 3502(b) of this title.

(d) OFFSETS.—

(1) WHEN ALLOWED.—A contractor shall be al-
lowed to offset an amount against the amount
of a contract price adjustment under a con-
tract provision required by subsection (a) if—

(A) the contractor certifies to the con-
tracting officer (or to a designated rep-
resentative of the contracting officer) that,
to the best of the contractor’s knowledge
and belief, the contractor is entitled to the
offset; and

(B) the contractor proves that the cost or
pricing data were available before the date
of agreement on the price of the contract (or
price of the modification), or, if applicable,
consistent with subsection (a)(2), another
date agreed on by the parties, and that the
data were not submitted as specified in sec-
tion 3502(c) of this title before that date.

(2) WHEN NOT ALLOWED.—A contractor shall
not be allowed to offset an amount otherwise
authorized to be offset under paragraph (1) if—
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(A) the certification under section 3502(b)
of this title with respect to the cost or pric-
ing data involved was known to be false
when signed; or

(B) the Federal Government proves that,
had the cost or pricing data referred to in
paragraph (1)(B) been submitted to the Fed-
eral Government before date of agreement
on the price of the contract (or price of the
modification), or, if applicable, under sub-
section (a)(2), another date agreed on by the
parties, the submission of the cost or pricing
data would not have resulted in an increase
in that price in the amount to be offset.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3768.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Sevied | Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

41:254b(e). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
III, §304A(e), as added
Pub. L. 103-355, title I,
§1251(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 3282.

§3507. Interest and penalties for certain over-
payments

(a) IN GENERAL.—If the Federal Government
makes an overpayment to a contractor under a
contract with an executive agency subject to
this chapter and the overpayment was due to
the submission by the contractor of defective
cost or pricing data, the contractor shall be lia-
ble to the Federal Government—

(1) for interest on the amount of the over-
payment, to be computed—

(A) for the period beginning on the date
the overpayment was made to the contractor
and ending on the date the contractor repays
the amount of the overpayment to the Fed-
eral Government; and

(B) at the current rate prescribed by the
Secretary of the Treasury under section 6621
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (26
U.S.C. 6621); and

(2) if the submission of the defective data
was a knowing submission, for an additional
amount equal to the amount of the overpay-
ment.

(b) LIABILITY NOT AFFECTED BY REFUSAL TO
SUBMIT CERTIFICATION.—ANYy liability under this
section of a contractor that submits cost or
pricing data but refuses to submit the certifi-
cation required by section 3502(b) of this title
with respect to the cost or pricing data is not af-
fected by the refusal to submit the certification.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3769.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

41:254b(f). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
III, §304A(f), as added Pub.
L. 103-355, title I,
§1251(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 3283.

§3508. Right to examine contractor records

For the purpose of evaluating the accuracy,
completeness, and currency of cost or pricing



§3509

data required to be submitted by this chapter,
an executive agency shall have the authority
provided by section 4706(b)(2) of this title.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3770.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggtiffz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
3508 ....eenennnn 41:254b(g). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
I, §304A(g), as added
Pub. L. 103-355, title I,
§1251(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994,

108 Stat. 3283.

§3509. Notification of violations of Federal crimi-
nal law or overpayments

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘“‘covered contract’” means any contract in an
amount greater than $5,000,000 and more than
120 days in duration.

(b) FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION.—The
Federal Acquisition Regulation shall include,
pursuant to FAR Case 2007-006 (as published at
72 Fed. Reg. 64019, November 14, 2007) or any fol-
low-on FAR case, provisions that require timely
notification by Federal contractors of violations
of Federal criminal law or overpayments in con-
nection with the award or performance of cov-
ered contracts or subcontracts, including those
performed outside the United States and those
for commercial products or commercial services.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3770;
Pub. L. 115-232, div. A, title VIII, §836(b)(14),
Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1864.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
3509 ....cceenn 41:251 note. Pub. L. 110-252, title VI,

§§6102, 6103, June 30, 2008,
122 Stat. 2386, 2387.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘shall include’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘shall be amended’ and ‘‘to include’ to re-
flect the permanence of the provision. The words
“within 180 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act” are omitted as obsolete.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2018—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 115-232 substituted ‘‘com-
mercial products or commercial services” for ‘‘com-
mercial items”.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 115-232 effective Jan. 1, 2020,
subject to a savings provision, see section 836(h) of Pub.
L. 115-232, set out as an Effective Date of 2018 Amend-
ment; Savings Provision note under section 453b of
Title 6, Domestic Security.

CHAPTER 37—AWARDING OF CONTRACTS

Sec.

3701. Basis of award and rejection.

3702. Sealed bids.

3703. Competitive proposals.

3704. Post-award debriefings.

3705. Pre-award debriefings.

3706. Encouragement of alternative dispute resolu-

tion.
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3707. Antitrust violations.
3708. Protests.

§3701. Basis of award and rejection

(a) AWARD.—An executive agency shall evalu-
ate sealed bids and competitive proposals, and
award a contract, based solely on the factors
specified in the solicitation.

(b) REJECTION.—AII sealed bids or competitive
proposals received in response to a solicitation
may be rejected if the agency head determines
that rejection is in the public interest.

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3770.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggfgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

3701(Q) ........ 41:253b(a). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title
1III, §303B(a), (b), as added
Pub. L. 98-369, title VII,
§2711(a)(2), July 18, 1984, 98
Stat. 1179; Pub. L. 103-355,
title I, §1061(c)(1), Oct. 13,
1994, 108 Stat. 3267.

3701(b) ........ 41:253b(b).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

USE OF LOWEST PRICE TECHNICALLY ACCEPTABLE
SOURCE SELECTION PROCESS

Pub. L. 115-232, div. A, title VIII, §880, Aug. 13, 2018,
132 Stat. 1909, as amended by Pub. L. 116-92, div. A, title
VIII, §806(a)(2), Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 1485; Pub. L.
118-159, div. A, title VIII, §822, Dec. 23, 2024, 138 Stat.
1983, provided that:

‘‘(a) STATEMENT OF PoLIcY.—It shall be the policy of
the United States Government to avoid using lowest
price technically acceptable source selection criteria in
circumstances that would deny the Government the
benefits of cost and technical tradeoffs in the source se-
lection process.

“(b) REVISION OF FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION.—
Not later than 120 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act [Aug. 13, 2018], the Federal Acquisition Reg-
ulation shall be revised to require that, for solicita-
tions issued on or after the date that is 120 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, lowest price
technically acceptable source selection criteria are
used only in situations in which—

‘(1) an executive agency is able to comprehensively
and clearly describe the minimum requirements ex-
pressed in terms of performance objectives, measures,
and standards that will be used to determine accept-
ability of offers;

‘“(2) the executive agency would realize no, or mini-
mal, value from a contract proposal exceeding the
minimum technical or performance requirements set
forth in the request for proposal;

‘“(3) the proposed technical approaches will require
no, or minimal, subjective judgment by the source se-
lection authority as to the desirability of one
offeror’s proposal versus a competing proposal;

‘“(4) the executive agency has a high degree of con-
fidence that a review of technical proposals of
offerors other than the lowest bidder would not result
in the identification of factors that could provide
value or benefit to the executive agency;

‘“(5) the contracting officer has included a justifica-
tion for the use of a lowest price technically accept-
able evaluation methodology in the contract file; and

‘“(6) the executive agency has determined that the
lowest price reflects full life-cycle costs, including for
operations and support.

““(c) AVOIDANCE OF USE OF LOWEST PRICE TECHNICALLY
ACCEPTABLE SOURCE SELECTION CRITERIA IN CERTAIN
PROCUREMENTS.—T0o the maximum extent practicable,
the use of lowest price technically acceptable source
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