
Page 164TITLE 40—PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PROPERTY, AND WORKS§ 6133

§ 6133. Property in the Supreme Court Building 
and grounds 

It is unlawful to step or climb on, remove, or 
in any way injure any statue, seat, wall, foun-
tain, or other erection or architectural feature, 
or any tree, shrub, plant, or turf, in the Supreme 
Court Building or grounds. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1183.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6133 ............ 40:13i. Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 4, 63 
Stat. 617. 

The word ‘‘fountain’’ conforms to the original text as 

signed into law by the President. A typographical error 

was made in printing the source law in the Statutes-at-

Large (63 Stat. 617) where the word appears as ‘‘founda-

tion’’. 

§ 6134. Firearms, fireworks, speeches, and objec-
tionable language in the Supreme Court 
Building and grounds 

It is unlawful to discharge a firearm, firework 

or explosive, set fire to a combustible, make a 

harangue or oration, or utter loud, threatening, 

or abusive language in the Supreme Court Build-

ing or grounds. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1183.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6134 ............ 40:13j. Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 5, 63 
Stat. 617. 

§ 6135. Parades, assemblages, and display of flags 
in the Supreme Court Building and grounds 

It is unlawful to parade, stand, or move in pro-

cessions or assemblages in the Supreme Court 

Building or grounds, or to display in the Build-

ing and grounds a flag, banner, or device de-

signed or adapted to bring into public notice a 

party, organization, or movement. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1183.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6135 ............ 40:13k. Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 6, 63 
Stat. 617. 

§ 6136. Suspension of prohibitions against use of 
Supreme Court grounds 

To allow the observance of authorized cere-

monies in the Supreme Court Building and 

grounds, the Marshal of the Supreme Court may 

suspend for those occasions any of the prohibi-

tions contained in this subchapter as may be 

necessary for the occasion if—
(1) responsible officers have been appointed; 

and 
(2) the Marshal determines that adequate ar-

rangements have been made—
(A) to maintain suitable order and deco-

rum in the proceedings; and 
(B) to protect the Supreme Court Building 

and grounds and individuals and property in 

the Building and grounds. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1183.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6136 ............ 40:13o. Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 10, 63 
Stat. 617. 

§ 6137. Penalties 

(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual who violates 
this subchapter, or a regulation prescribed 
under section 6102 of this title, shall be fined 
under title 18, imprisoned not more than 60 days, 
or both. 

(b) VENUE AND PROCEDURE.—Prosecution for a 
violation described in subsection (a) shall be in 
the United States District Court for the District 
of Columbia or in the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, on information by the United 
States Attorney or an Assistant United States 
Attorney. 

(c) OFFENSES INVOLVING PROPERTY DAMAGE 
OVER $100.—If during the commission of a viola-
tion described in subsection (a), public property 
is damaged in an amount exceeding $100, the pe-
riod of imprisonment for the offense may be not 
more than five years. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1183; Pub. 
L. 108–356, § 2, Oct. 21, 2004, 118 Stat. 1416.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6137 ............ 40:13m. Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 8, 63 
Stat. 617. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘fined under title 18’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘fined not more than $100’’ for consist-

ency with chapter 227 of title 18. 
In subsection (b), the words ‘‘Superior Court of the 

District of Columbia’’ are substituted for ‘‘Municipal 

Court for the District of Columbia’’ [subsequently 

changed to ‘‘District of Columbia Court of General Ses-

sions’’ because of sections 1 and 7 of the Act of July 8, 

1963 (Public Law 88–60, 77 Stat. 77, 78)] because of sec-

tion 155(a) of the District of Columbia Court Reorga-

nization Act of 1970 (Public Law 91–358, 85 Stat. 570).

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–356 added subsec. (b) and 

struck out heading and text of former subsec. (b). Text 

read as follows: ‘‘Prosecution for a violation described 

in subsection (a) shall be in the Superior Court of the 

District of Columbia, on information by the United 

States Attorney or an Assistant United States Attor-

ney.’’

CHAPTER 63—SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART, AND JOHN 
F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PER-
FORMING ARTS 

Sec. 

6301. Definition. 
6302. Public use of grounds. 
6303. Unlawful activities. 
6304. Additional regulations. 
6305. Suspension of regulations. 
6306. Policing of buildings and grounds. 
6307. Penalties. 

§ 6301. Definition 

In this chapter, the term ‘‘specified buildings 

and grounds’’ means—
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(1) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.—The Smithso-

nian Institution and its grounds, which in-

clude the following: 
(A) SMITHSONIAN BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

ON THE NATIONAL MALL.—The Smithsonian 

Building, the Arts and Industries Building, 

the Freer Gallery of Art, the National Air 

and Space Museum, the National Museum of 

Natural History, the National Museum of 

American History, the National Museum of 

the American Indian, the Hirshhorn Museum 

and Sculpture Garden, the Arthur M. 

Sackler Gallery, the National Museum of Af-

rican Art, the S. Dillon Ripley Center, and 

all other buildings of the Smithsonian Insti-

tution within the Mall, including the en-

trance walks, unloading areas, and other 

pertinent service roads and parking areas. 
(B) NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK.—The Na-

tional Zoological Park comprising all the 

buildings, streets, service roads, walks, and 

other areas within the boundary fence of the 

National Zoological Park in the District of 

Columbia and including the public space be-

tween that fence and the face of the curb 

lines of the adjacent city streets. 
(C) OTHER SMITHSONIAN BUILDINGS AND 

GROUNDS.—All other buildings, service roads, 

walks, and other areas within the exterior 

boundaries of any real estate or land or in-

terest in land (including temporary use) that 

the Smithsonian Institution acquires and 

that the Secretary of the Smithsonian Insti-

tution determines to be necessary for the 

adequate protection of individuals or prop-

erty in the Smithsonian Institution and 

suitable for administration as a part of the 

Smithsonian Institution.

(2) NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART.—(A) The Na-

tional Gallery of Art and its grounds, which 

extend—
(i) to the line of the face of the south curb 

of Constitution Avenue Northwest, between 

Seventh Street Northwest, and Fourth 

Street Northwest, to the line of the face of 

the west curb of Fourth Street Northwest, 

between Constitution Avenue Northwest, 

and Madison Drive Northwest; to the line of 

the face of the north curb of Madison Drive 

Northwest, between Fourth Street North-

west, and Seventh Street Northwest; and to 

the line of the face of the east curb of Sev-

enth Street Northwest, between Madison 

Drive Northwest, and Constitution Avenue 

Northwest; 
(ii) to the line of the face of the south curb 

of Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest, between 

Fourth Street and Third Street Northwest, 

to the line of the face of the west curb of 

Third Street Northwest, between Pennsyl-

vania Avenue and Madison Drive Northwest, 

to the line of the face of the north curb of 

Madison Drive Northwest, between Third 

Street and Fourth Street Northwest, and to 

the line of the face of the east curb of 

Fourth Street Northwest, between Pennsyl-

vania Avenue and Madison Drive Northwest; 

and 
(iii) to the line of the face of the south 

curb of Constitution Avenue Northwest, be-

tween Ninth Street Northwest and Seventh 

Street Northwest; to the line of the face of 

the west curb of Seventh Street Northwest, 

between Constitution Avenue Northwest and 

Madison Drive Northwest; to the line of the 

face of the north curb of Madison Drive 

Northwest, between Seventh Street North-

west and the line of the face of the east side 

of the east retaining wall of the Ninth Street 

Expressway Northwest; and to the line of the 

face of the east side of the east retaining 

wall of the Ninth Street Expressway North-

west, between Madison Drive Northwest and 

Constitution Avenue Northwest.

(B) All other buildings, service roads, walks, 

and other areas within the exterior boundaries 

of any real estate or land or interest in land 

(including temporary use) that the National 

Gallery of Art acquires and that the Director 

of the National Gallery of Art determines to 

be necessary for the adequate protection of in-

dividuals or property in the National Gallery 

of Art and suitable for administration as a 

part of the National Gallery of Art. 
(3) JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PER-

FORMING ARTS.—The John F. Kennedy Center 

for the Performing Arts, which extends to the 

line of the west face of the west retaining 

walls and curbs of the Inner Loop Freeway on 

the east, the north face of the north retaining 

walls and curbs of the Theodore Roosevelt 

Bridge approaches on the south, the east face 

of the east retaining walls and curbs of Rock 

Creek Parkway on the west, and the south 

curbs of New Hampshire Avenue and F Street 

on the north, as generally depicted on the map 

entitled ‘‘Transfer of John F. Kennedy Center 

for the Performing Arts’’, numbered 844/82563 

and dated April 20, 1994 (as amended by the 

map entitled ‘‘Transfer of John F. Kennedy 

Center for the Performing Arts’’, numbered 

844/82563A and dated May 22, 1997), which shall 

be on file and available for public inspection in 

the office of the National Capital Region, Na-

tional Park Service. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1184; Pub. 

L. 115–31, div. G, title IV, § 426, May 5, 2017, 131 

Stat. 500.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6301 ............ 40:193v. Oct. 24, 1951, ch. 559, § 9, 65 
Stat. 635; Pub. L. 88–391, 
§ 3, Aug. 1, 1964, 78 Stat. 
366; Pub. L. 90–376, § 3, 
July 5, 1968, 82 Stat. 286; 
Pub. L. 102–336, Aug. 7, 
1992, 106 Stat. 864; Pub. L. 
103–279, § 9(c), July 21, 1994, 
108 Stat. 1417; Pub. L. 
105–95, § 4 (related to sec-
tion 9(3) of the Act of Oc-
tober 24, 1951), Nov. 19, 
1997, 111 Stat. 2149. 

In clause (1)(A), the words ‘‘National Museum of 

American History’’ are substituted for ‘‘Museum of His-

tory and Technology’’ because of section 3 of the Act of 

October 13, 1980 (Public Law 96–441, 20:71 note). 
In clause (1)(C), the words ‘‘the Smithsonian Institu-

tion acquires’’ are substituted for ‘‘that shall hereafter 

be acquired by the Smithsonian Institution’’ to elimi-

nate unnecessary words. 
In clause (3), the words ‘‘the site of’’ are omitted as 

unnecessary and for consistency in the revised section.
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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2017—Par. (2). Pub. L. 115–31 designated existing pro-

visions as subpar. (A), redesignated former subpars. (A) 

to (C) as cls. (i) to (iii), respectively, of subpar. (A), and 

added subpar. (B). 

§ 6302. Public use of grounds 

Public travel in, and occupancy of, the 

grounds specified under section 6301 of this title 

are restricted to the sidewalks and other paved 

surfaces, except in the National Zoological 

Park. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1185.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6302 ............ 40:193o. Oct. 24, 1951, ch. 559, § 2, 65 
Stat. 634. 

§ 6303. Unlawful activities 

(a) DISPLAYS AND SOLICITATIONS.—It is unlaw-

ful for anyone other than an authorized em-

ployee or concessionaire to carry out any of the 

following activities within the specified build-

ings and grounds: 

(1) Offer or expose any article for sale. 

(2) Display any sign, placard, or other form 

of advertisement. 

(3) Solicit alms, subscriptions, or contribu-

tions.

(b) TOUCHING OF, OR INJURIES TO, PROPERTY.—

It is unlawful for anyone—

(1) other than an authorized employee, to 

touch or handle objects of art or scientific or 

historical objects on exhibition within the 

specified buildings or grounds; or 

(2) to step or climb on, remove, or in any 

way injure any object of art, exhibit (includ-

ing an exhibit animal), equipment, seat, wall, 

fountain, or other erection or architectural 

feature, or any tree, shrub, plant, or turf, 

within the specified buildings or grounds. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1185.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6303(a) ........ 40:193p. Oct. 24, 1951, ch. 559, §§ 3, 4, 
65 Stat. 634. 

6303(b) ........ 40:193q. 

§ 6304. Additional regulations 

(a) AUTHORITY TO PRESCRIBE ADDITIONAL REG-

ULATIONS.—In addition to the restrictions and 

requirements specified in sections 6302 and 6303 

of this title, the Secretary of the Smithsonian 

Institution, the Trustees of the National Gallery 

of Art, and the Trustees of the John F. Kennedy 

Center for the Performing Arts may prescribe 

for their respective agencies regulations nec-

essary for—

(1) the adequate protection of the specified 

buildings and grounds and individuals and 

property in those buildings and grounds; and 

(2) the maintenance of suitable order and de-

corum within the specified buildings and 

grounds, including the control of traffic and 

parking of vehicles in the National Zoological 

Park and all other areas in the District of Co-

lumbia under their control.

(b) PUBLICATION IN FEDERAL REGISTER.—A reg-

ulation prescribed under this section shall be 

published in the Federal Register and is not ef-

fective until the expiration of 10 days after the 

date of publication. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1186.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6304 ............ 40:193r. Oct. 24, 1951, ch. 559, § 5, 65 
Stat. 634; Pub. L. 88–391, 
§ 1, Aug. 1, 1964, 78 Stat. 
365; Pub. L. 103–279, § 9(a), 
July 21, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1416. 

§ 6305. Suspension of regulations 

To allow authorized services, training pro-

grams, and ceremonies in the specified buildings 

and grounds, the Secretary of the Smithsonian 

Institution, the Trustees of the National Gallery 

of Art, and the Trustees of the John F. Kennedy 

Center for the Performing Arts (or their des-

ignees) may suspend for their respective agen-

cies any of the prohibitions contained in sec-

tions 6302 and 6303 of this title as may be nec-

essary for the occasion or circumstance if—
(1) responsible officers have been appointed; 

and 
(2) the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institu-

tion, the Trustees of the National Gallery of 

Art, and the Trustees of the John F. Kennedy 

Center for the Performing Arts (or their des-

ignees) determine that adequate arrangements 

have been made—
(A) to maintain suitable order and deco-

rum in the proceedings; and 
(B) to protect the specified buildings and 

grounds and persons and property in those 

buildings and on those grounds. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1186.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6305 ............ 40:193u. Oct. 24, 1951, ch. 559, § 8, 65 
Stat. 635; Pub. L. 103–279, 
§ 9(b), July 21, 1994, 108 
Stat. 1416. 

Before clause (1), the words ‘‘or their designees’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘or their designated representatives’’ 

for consistency in the revised section. 

§ 6306. Policing of buildings and grounds 

(a) DESIGNATION OF EMPLOYEES AS SPECIAL PO-

LICE.—Subject to section 5375 of title 5, the Sec-

retary of the Smithsonian Institution, the 

Trustees of the National Gallery of Art, and the 

Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts (or their designees) may des-

ignate employees of their respective agencies as 

special police, without additional compensation, 

for duty in connection with the policing of their 

respective specified buildings and grounds. 
(b) POWERS.—The employees designated as spe-

cial police under subsection (a)—
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