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ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 554. Property for development or operation of a 
port facility 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following 

definitions apply: 
(1) BASE CLOSURE LAW.—The term ‘‘base clo-

sure law’’ has the meaning given that term in 

section 101(a)(17) of title 10. 
(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ includes the 

District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, 

American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, the Fed-

erated States of Micronesia, the Marshall Is-

lands, Palau, and the Northern Mariana Is-

lands.

(b) AUTHORITY FOR ASSIGNMENT TO THE SEC-

RETARY OF TRANSPORTATION.—Under regulations 

that the Administrator of General Services, 

after consultation with the Secretary of De-

fense, may prescribe, the Administrator, or the 

Secretary of Defense in the case of property lo-

cated at a military installation closed or re-

aligned pursuant to a base closure law, may as-

sign to the Secretary of Transportation for dis-

posal surplus real property, including buildings, 

fixtures, and equipment situated on the prop-

erty, that the Secretary of Transportation rec-

ommends as needed for the development or oper-

ation of a port facility. 
(c) AUTHORITY FOR CONVEYANCE BY THE SEC-

RETARY OF TRANSPORTATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to disapproval by 

the Administrator or the Secretary of Defense 

within 30 days after notice of a proposed con-

veyance by the Secretary of Transportation, 

the Secretary of Transportation, for the devel-

opment or operation of a port facility, may 

convey property assigned to the Secretary of 

Transportation under subsection (b) to a State 

or political subdivision, municipality, or in-

strumentality of a State. 
(2) CONVEYANCE REQUIREMENTS.—A transfer 

of property may be made under this section 

only after the Secretary of Transportation 

has—
(A) determined, after consultation with 

the Secretary of Labor, that the property to 

be conveyed is located in an area of serious 

economic disruption; 
(B) received and, after consultation with 

the Secretary of Commerce, approved an 

economic development plan submitted by an 

eligible grantee and based on assured use of 

the property to be conveyed as part of a nec-

essary economic development program; and 
(C) transmitted to Congress an explana-

tory statement that contains information 

substantially similar to the information 

contained in statements prepared under sec-

tion 545(e) of this title.

(d) NO MONETARY CONSIDERATION.—A convey-

ance under this section shall be made without 

monetary consideration to the Federal Govern-

ment. 

(e) DEED OF CONVEYANCE.—The deed of convey-

ance of any surplus real and related personal 

property disposed of under this section shall—

(1) provide that all of the property be used 

and maintained for the purpose for which it 

was conveyed in perpetuity, and that if the 

property ceases to be used or maintained for 

that purpose, all or any portion of the prop-

erty shall, in its then existing condition, at 

the option of the Government, revert to the 

Government; and 

(2) contain additional terms, reservations, 

restrictions, and conditions that the Secretary 

of Transportation shall by regulation require 

to ensure use of the property for the purposes 

for which it was conveyed and to safeguard the 

interests of the Government.

(f) ENFORCEMENT AND REVISION OF INSTRU-

MENTS TRANSFERRING PROPERTY UNDER THIS 

SECTION.—The Secretary of Transportation shall 

determine and enforce compliance with the 

terms, conditions, reservations, and restrictions 

contained in an instrument by which a transfer 

or conveyance under this section is made. The 

Secretary shall reform, correct, or amend the 

instrument if necessary to correct the instru-

ment or to conform the transfer to the require-

ments of law. The Secretary shall grant a re-

lease from any term, condition, reservation or 

restriction contained in the instrument, and 

shall convey, quitclaim, or release to the grant-

ee any right or interest reserved to the Govern-

ment by the instrument, if the Secretary deter-

mines that the property no longer serves the 

purpose for which it was transferred or that a 

release, conveyance, or quitclaim deed will not 

prevent accomplishment of that purpose. The re-

lease, conveyance, or quitclaim deed may be 

made subject to terms and conditions that the 

Secretary considers necessary to protect or ad-

vance the interests of the Government. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1100; Pub. 

L. 109–163, div. A, title X, § 1056(a)(5)(A), Jan. 6, 

2006, 119 Stat. 3439; Pub. L. 109–284, § 6(4), Sept. 

27, 2006, 120 Stat. 1212.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

554 ............. 40:484(q). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
II, § 203(q), as added Pub. 
L. 103–160, div. B, title 
XXIX, § 2927(2), Nov. 30, 
1993, 107 Stat. 1933. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands’’ are omitted and the words ‘‘the Fed-

erated States of Micronesia, the Marshall Islands, 

Palau’’ are added because of the termination of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. See 48:1681 note 

prec.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–163 substituted ‘‘has 

the meaning given that term in section 101(a)(17) of 

title 10.’’ for ‘‘means the following: 

‘‘(A) Title II of the Defense Authorization Amend-

ments and Base Closure and Realignment Act (Public 

Law 100–526; 10 U.S.C. 2687 note). 

‘‘(B) The Defense Base Closure and Realignment 

Act of 1990 (part A of title XXIX of Public Law 

101–510; 10 U.S.C. 2687 note). 

‘‘(C) Section 2687 of title 10.’’

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–284 substituted ‘‘TRANSPOR-

TATION.—’’ for ‘‘TRANSPORTATION.’’ in heading. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘Appropriations’’. 

§ 555. Donation of law enforcement canines to 
handlers 

The head of a federal agency having control of 

a canine that has been used by a federal agency 

in the performance of law enforcement duties 

and that has been determined by the agency to 

be no longer needed for official purposes may do-

nate the canine to an individual who has experi-

ence handling canines in the performance of 

those duties. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1102.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

555 ............. 40:484(r). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
II, § 203(r), as added Pub. 
L. 105–27, § 1, July 18, 1997, 
111 Stat. 244. 

§ 556. Disposal of dredge vessels 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of Gen-

eral Services, pursuant to sections 521 through 

527, 529, and 549 of this title, may dispose of a 

United States Army Corps of Engineers vessel 

used for dredging, together with related equip-

ment owned by the Federal Government and 

under the control of the Chief of Engineers, if 

the Secretary of the Army declares the vessel to 

be in excess of federal needs. 
(b) RECIPIENTS AND PURPOSES.—Disposal under 

this section is accomplished—
(1) through sale or lease to—

(A) a foreign government as part of a Corps 

of Engineers technical assistance program; 
(B) a federal or state maritime academy 

for training purposes; or 
(C) a non-federal public body for scientific, 

educational, or cultural purposes; or

(2) through sale solely for scrap to foreign or 

domestic interests.

(c) NO DREDGING ACTIVITIES.—A vessel de-

scribed in subsection (a) shall not be disposed of 

under any law for the purpose of engaging in 

dredging activities within the United States. 
(d) DEPOSIT OF AMOUNTS COLLECTED.—

Amounts collected from the sale or lease of a 

vessel or equipment under this section shall be 

deposited into the revolving fund authorized by 

section 101 (9th par.) of the Civil Functions Ap-

propriation 1 Act, 1954 (33 U.S.C. 576), to be avail-

able, as provided in appropriation laws, for the 

operation and maintenance of vessels under the 

control of the Corps of Engineers. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1102.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

556 ............. 40:483d. Pub. L. 99–662, title IX, § 945, 
Nov. 17, 1986, 100 Stat. 
4200. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers’’ are substituted for ‘‘Corps of Engineers’’ for 

clarity. The words ‘‘Secretary of the Army’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘Secretary’’ because of section 2 of the 

Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33:2201). 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers’’ are substituted for ‘‘Corps of Engineers’’ for 

clarity. 

§ 557. Donation of books to Free Public Library 

Subject to regulations under this subtitle, a 

book that is no longer needed by an executive 

department, bureau, or commission of the Fed-

eral Government, and that is not an advisable 

addition to the Library of Congress, shall be 

turned over to the Free Public Library of the 

District of Columbia for general use if the book 

is appropriate for the Free Public Library. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1102.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

557 ............. 40:484–1. Feb. 25, 1903, ch. 755, § 1 (7th 
par. on p. 865), 32 Stat. 865; 
Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 2(1), 
65 Stat. 706. 

§ 558. Donation of forfeited vessels 

(a) IN GENERAL.—A vessel that is forfeited to 

the Federal Government may be donated, in ac-

cordance with procedures under this subtitle, to 

an eligible institution described in subsection 

(b). 
(b) ELIGIBLE INSTITUTION.—An eligible institu-

tion referred to in subsection (a) is an edu-

cational institution with a commercial fishing 

vessel safety program or other vessel safety, 

education and training program. The institution 

must certify to the federal officer making the 

donation that the program includes, at a min-

imum, all of the following courses in vessel safe-

ty: 
(1) Vessel stability. 
(2) Firefighting. 
(3) Shipboard first aid. 
(4) Marine safety and survival. 
(5) Seamanship rules of the road.

(c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The donation of a 

vessel under this section shall be made on terms 

and conditions considered appropriate by the 

federal officer making the donation. All of the 

following terms and conditions are required: 
(1) NO WARRANTY.—The institution must ac-

cept the vessel as is, where it is, and without 

warranty of any kind and without any rep-

resentation as to its condition or suitability 

for use. 
(2) MAINTENANCE.—The institution is respon-

sible for maintaining the vessel. 
(3) INSTRUCTION ONLY.—The vessel may be 

used only for instructing students in a vessel 

safety education and training program. 
(4) DOCUMENTATION.—If the vessel is eligible 

to be documented, it must be documented by 

the institution as a vessel of the United States 

under chapter 121 of title 46. The requirements 

of paragraph (5) must be noted on the perma-

nent record of the vessel. 
(5) DISPOSAL.—The institution must obtain 

prior approval from the Administrator of Gen-

eral Services before disposing of the vessel and 

any proceeds from disposal shall be payable to 

the Government. 
(6) INSPECTION OR REGULATION.—The vessel 

shall be inspected or regulated in the same 
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