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the head of the department considers expedient, 

may sell to a person, another department of the 

Federal Government, or the government of a 

foreign country engaged in war against a coun-

try with which the United States is at war—
(1) war supplies, material, and equipment; 
(2) by-products of the war supplies, material, 

and equipment; and 
(3) any building, plant, or factory, including 

the land on which the plant or factory may be 

situated, acquired since April 6, 1917, for the 

production of war supplies, materials, and 

equipment that, during the emergency exist-

ing on July 9, 1918, may have been purchased, 

acquired, or manufactured by the Govern-

ment.

(b) LIMITATION ON SALE OF GUNS AND AMMUNI-

TION.—Sales of guns and ammunition authorized 

under any law shall be limited to—
(1) other departments of the Government; 
(2) governments of foreign countries engaged 

in war against a country with which the 

United States is at war; and 
(3) members of the National Rifle Associa-

tion and of other recognized associations orga-

nized in the United States for the encourage-

ment of small-arms target practice. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1137.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1310 ............ 40:314. July 9, 1918, ch. 143 (last par. 
on p. 850), 40 Stat. 850; 
Feb. 25, 1919, ch. 39, § 3, 40 
Stat. 1173; May 29, 1928, 
ch. 901, § 1(8), 45 Stat. 986; 
Aug. 7, 1946, ch. 770, (55), 
60 Stat. 870. 

In this section, the words ‘‘government of a foreign 

country’’ are substituted for ‘‘foreign State or Govern-

ment’’, and the words ‘‘against a country’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘against any Government’’, for consistency 

in the revised title and with other titles of the United 

States Code. 
In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘part-

nership, association’’ are omitted because of the defini-

tion of person in 1:1. 
In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘in this 

section or . . . other’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 1311. Authority of President to obtain release 

For the use or benefit of the Federal Govern-

ment, the President may obtain from an indi-

vidual or officer to whom land has been or will 

be conveyed a release of the individual’s or offi-

cer’s interest to the Government. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1138.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1311 ............ 40:305. R.S. § 3752. 

§ 1312. Release of real estate in certain cases 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Real estate that has become 

the property of the Federal Government in pay-

ment of a debt which afterward is fully paid in 

money and received by the Government may be 

conveyed by the Administrator of General Serv-

ices to the debtor from whom it was taken or to 

the heirs or devisees of the debtor or the person 

that they may appoint. 

(b) NONAPPLICATION.—This section does not 

apply to real estate the Government acquires in 

payment of any debt arising under the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 1 et seq.). 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1138.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1312 ............ 40:306. R.S. § 3751; Pub. L. 89–30, § 3, 
June 2, 1965, 79 Stat. 119. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘by conveyance, extent, 

or otherwise’’ are omitted as unnecessary. The words 

‘‘General Counsel for the Department of the Treasury’’ 

were substituted for ‘‘Solicitor of the Treasury’’ in sec-

tion 3751 of the Revised Statutes because section 512(b) 

of the Revenue Act of 1934 (ch. 277, 48 Stat. 759) abol-

ished the offices of General Counsel and Assistant Gen-

eral Counsel for the Bureau of Internal Revenue and 

the offices of Solicitor and Assistant Solicitor of the 

Treasury and transferred the powers, duties, and func-

tions of those offices to the General Counsel for the De-

partment of the Treasury. The words ‘‘release by deed 

or otherwise’’ and ‘‘if he is living, or, if such debtor is 

dead’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 1 et seq.)’’ are substituted for 

‘‘the internal-revenue laws’’ for clarity and for consist-

ency in the revised title and with other titles of the 

Code.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Internal Revenue Code of 1986, referred to in sub-

sec. (b), is classified to Title 26, Internal Revenue Code. 

§ 1313. Releasing property from attachment 

(a) STIPULATION OF DISCHARGE.—

(1) PERSON ASSERTING CLAIM ENTITLED TO 

BENEFITS.—In a judicial proceeding under the 

laws of a State, district, territory, or posses-

sion of the United States, when property 

owned or held by the Federal Government, or 

in which the Government has or claims an in-

terest, is seized, arrested, attached, or held for 

the security or satisfaction of a claim made 

against the property, the Attorney General 

may direct the United States Attorney for the 

district in which the property is located to 

enter a stipulation that on discharge of the 

property from the seizure, arrest, attachment, 

or proceeding, the person asserting the claim 

against the property becomes entitled to all 

the benefits of this section. 

(2) NONAPPLICATION.—This subsection does 

not—

(A) recognize or concede any right to en-

force by seizure, arrest, attachment, or any 

judicial process a claim against property—

(i) of the Government; or 

(ii) held, owned, or employed by the Gov-

ernment, or by a department of the Gov-

ernment, for a public use; or

(B) waive an objection to a proceeding 

brought to enforce the claim.

(b) PAYMENT.—After a discharge, a final judg-

ment which affirms the claim for the security or 

satisfaction and the right of the person assert-
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ing the claim to enforce it against the property, 

notwithstanding the claims of the Government, 

is deemed to be a full and final determination of 

the rights of the person and entitles the person, 

as against the Government, to the rights the 

person would have had if possession of the prop-

erty had not been changed. When the claim is 

for the payment of money found to be due, pres-

entation of an authenticated copy of the record 

of the judgment and proceedings is sufficient 

evidence to the proper accounting officers for 

the allowance of the claim, which shall be al-

lowed and paid out of amounts in the Treasury 

not otherwise appropriated. The amount allowed 

and paid shall not exceed the value of the inter-

est of the Government in the property. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1138.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1313(a) ........ 40:308. R.S. § 3753; Pub. L. 89–30, 
§ 1(a), June 2, 1965, 79 Stat. 
118. 

1313(b) ........ 40:309. R.S. § 3754; Pub. L. 89–30, 
§ 1(b), June 2, 1965, 79 Stat. 
119. 

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘territory, or posses-

sion of the United States’’ are substituted for ‘‘or terri-

tory’’ for consistency in the revised title and with 

other titles of the United States Code. The words ‘‘in 

his discretion’’ are omitted as unnecessary. The words 

‘‘General Counsel for the department of Treasury’’ were 

substituted for ‘‘Solicitor of the Treasury’’ in section 

3753 of the Revised Statutes because section 512(b) of 

the Revenue Act of 1934 (ch. 277, 48 Stat. 759) abolished 

the offices of General Counsel and Assistant General 

Counsel for the Bureau of Internal Revenue and the of-

fices of Solicitor and Assistant Solicitor of the Treas-

ury and transferred the powers, duties, and functions of 

those offices to the General Counsel for the Depart-

ment of the Treasury. 
In subsection (b), the words ‘‘in the court of last re-

sort to which the Attorney General may deem proper 

to cause such proceedings to be carried’’, ‘‘to all in-

tents and purposes’’, ‘‘and the same is by such judg-

ment found to be due’’, and ‘‘duly’’ are omitted as un-

necessary. 

§ 1314. Easements 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—
(1) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘executive 

agency’’ means an executive department or 

independent establishment in the executive 

branch of the Federal Government, including a 

wholly owned Government corporation. 
(2) REAL PROPERTY OF THE GOVERNMENT.—

The term ‘‘real property of the Government’’ 

excludes—
(A) public land (including minerals, vege-

tative, and other resources) in the United 

States, including—
(i) land reserved or dedicated for na-

tional forest purposes; 
(ii) land the Secretary of the Interior ad-

ministers or supervises in accordance with 

section 100101(a), chapter 1003, and sections 

100751(a), 100752, 100753, and 102101 of title 

54; 
(iii) Indian-owned trust and restricted 

land; and 
(iv) land the Government acquires pri-

marily for fish and wildlife conservation 

purposes and the Secretary administers;

(B) land withdrawn from the public do-

main primarily under the jurisdiction of the 

Secretary; and 

(C) land acquired for national forest pur-

poses.

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means a State 

of the United States, the District of Columbia, 

Puerto Rico, and the territories and posses-

sions of the United States.

(b) GRANT OF EASEMENT.—When a State, a po-

litical subdivision or agency of a State, or a per-

son applies for the grant of an easement in, over, 

or on real property of the Government, the exec-

utive agency having control of the real property 

may grant to the applicant, on behalf of the 

Government, an easement that the head of the 

agency decides will not be adverse to the inter-

ests of the Government, subject to reservations, 

exceptions, limitations, benefits, burdens, 

terms, or conditions that the head of the agency 

considers necessary to protect the interests of 

the Government. The grant may be made with-

out consideration, or with monetary or other 

consideration, including an interest in real prop-

erty. 

(c) RELINQUISHMENT OF LEGISLATIVE JURISDIC-

TION.—In connection with the grant of an ease-

ment, the executive agency concerned may re-

linquish to the State in which the real property 

is located legislative jurisdiction that the exec-

utive agency considers necessary or desirable. 

Relinquishment of legislative jurisdiction may 

be accomplished by filing with the chief execu-

tive officer of the State a notice of relinquish-

ment to take effect upon acceptance or by pro-

ceeding in the manner that the laws applicable 

to the State may provide. 

(d) TERMINATION OF EASEMENT.—

(1) WHEN TERMINATION OCCURS.—The instru-

ment granting the easement may provide for 

termination of any part of the easement if 

there has been—

(A) a failure to comply with a term or con-

dition of the grant; 

(B) a nonuse of the easement for a con-

secutive 2-year period for the purpose for 

which granted; or 

(C) an abandonment of the easement.

(2) NOTICE REQUIRED.—If a termination provi-

sion is included, it shall require that written 

notice of the termination be given to the 

grantee, or its successors or assigns. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The termination is ef-

fective as of the date of the notice.

(e) ADDITIONAL EASEMENT AUTHORITY.—The 

authority conferred by this section is in addi-

tion to, and shall not affect or be subject to, any 

other law under which an executive agency may 

grant easements. 

(f) LIMITATION ON ISSUANCE OF RIGHTS OF 

WAY.—Rights of way over, under, and through 

public lands and lands in the National Forest 

System may not be granted under this section. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1139; Pub. 

L. 113–287, § 5(j)(4), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3269.)
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