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the head of the department considers expedient, 

may sell to a person, another department of the 

Federal Government, or the government of a 

foreign country engaged in war against a coun-

try with which the United States is at war—
(1) war supplies, material, and equipment; 
(2) by-products of the war supplies, material, 

and equipment; and 
(3) any building, plant, or factory, including 

the land on which the plant or factory may be 

situated, acquired since April 6, 1917, for the 

production of war supplies, materials, and 

equipment that, during the emergency exist-

ing on July 9, 1918, may have been purchased, 

acquired, or manufactured by the Govern-

ment.

(b) LIMITATION ON SALE OF GUNS AND AMMUNI-

TION.—Sales of guns and ammunition authorized 

under any law shall be limited to—
(1) other departments of the Government; 
(2) governments of foreign countries engaged 

in war against a country with which the 

United States is at war; and 
(3) members of the National Rifle Associa-

tion and of other recognized associations orga-

nized in the United States for the encourage-

ment of small-arms target practice. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1137.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1310 ............ 40:314. July 9, 1918, ch. 143 (last par. 
on p. 850), 40 Stat. 850; 
Feb. 25, 1919, ch. 39, § 3, 40 
Stat. 1173; May 29, 1928, 
ch. 901, § 1(8), 45 Stat. 986; 
Aug. 7, 1946, ch. 770, (55), 
60 Stat. 870. 

In this section, the words ‘‘government of a foreign 

country’’ are substituted for ‘‘foreign State or Govern-

ment’’, and the words ‘‘against a country’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘against any Government’’, for consistency 

in the revised title and with other titles of the United 

States Code. 
In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘part-

nership, association’’ are omitted because of the defini-

tion of person in 1:1. 
In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘in this 

section or . . . other’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 1311. Authority of President to obtain release 

For the use or benefit of the Federal Govern-

ment, the President may obtain from an indi-

vidual or officer to whom land has been or will 

be conveyed a release of the individual’s or offi-

cer’s interest to the Government. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1138.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1311 ............ 40:305. R.S. § 3752. 

§ 1312. Release of real estate in certain cases 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Real estate that has become 

the property of the Federal Government in pay-

ment of a debt which afterward is fully paid in 

money and received by the Government may be 

conveyed by the Administrator of General Serv-

ices to the debtor from whom it was taken or to 

the heirs or devisees of the debtor or the person 

that they may appoint. 

(b) NONAPPLICATION.—This section does not 

apply to real estate the Government acquires in 

payment of any debt arising under the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 1 et seq.). 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1138.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1312 ............ 40:306. R.S. § 3751; Pub. L. 89–30, § 3, 
June 2, 1965, 79 Stat. 119. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘by conveyance, extent, 

or otherwise’’ are omitted as unnecessary. The words 

‘‘General Counsel for the Department of the Treasury’’ 

were substituted for ‘‘Solicitor of the Treasury’’ in sec-

tion 3751 of the Revised Statutes because section 512(b) 

of the Revenue Act of 1934 (ch. 277, 48 Stat. 759) abol-

ished the offices of General Counsel and Assistant Gen-

eral Counsel for the Bureau of Internal Revenue and 

the offices of Solicitor and Assistant Solicitor of the 

Treasury and transferred the powers, duties, and func-

tions of those offices to the General Counsel for the De-

partment of the Treasury. The words ‘‘release by deed 

or otherwise’’ and ‘‘if he is living, or, if such debtor is 

dead’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 1 et seq.)’’ are substituted for 

‘‘the internal-revenue laws’’ for clarity and for consist-

ency in the revised title and with other titles of the 

Code.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Internal Revenue Code of 1986, referred to in sub-

sec. (b), is classified to Title 26, Internal Revenue Code. 

§ 1313. Releasing property from attachment 

(a) STIPULATION OF DISCHARGE.—

(1) PERSON ASSERTING CLAIM ENTITLED TO 

BENEFITS.—In a judicial proceeding under the 

laws of a State, district, territory, or posses-

sion of the United States, when property 

owned or held by the Federal Government, or 

in which the Government has or claims an in-

terest, is seized, arrested, attached, or held for 

the security or satisfaction of a claim made 

against the property, the Attorney General 

may direct the United States Attorney for the 

district in which the property is located to 

enter a stipulation that on discharge of the 

property from the seizure, arrest, attachment, 

or proceeding, the person asserting the claim 

against the property becomes entitled to all 

the benefits of this section. 

(2) NONAPPLICATION.—This subsection does 

not—

(A) recognize or concede any right to en-

force by seizure, arrest, attachment, or any 

judicial process a claim against property—

(i) of the Government; or 

(ii) held, owned, or employed by the Gov-

ernment, or by a department of the Gov-

ernment, for a public use; or

(B) waive an objection to a proceeding 

brought to enforce the claim.

(b) PAYMENT.—After a discharge, a final judg-

ment which affirms the claim for the security or 

satisfaction and the right of the person assert-
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