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tablish and carry out a scholarship program to 
provide financial assistance in accordance with 
this chapter to individuals who—

(1) are accepted for enrollment or currently 
enrolled in a program of study leading to a de-
gree or certificate in visual impairment or ori-
entation and mobility, or a dual degree or cer-
tification in both such areas, at an accredited 
(as determined by the Secretary) educational 
institution that is in a State; and 

(2) enter into an agreement with the Sec-
retary as described in section 7504 of this title.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the scholarship 
program is to increase the supply of qualified 
blind rehabilitation specialists for the Depart-
ment and the Nation. 

(c) OUTREACH.—The Secretary shall publicize 
the scholarship program to educational institu-
tions throughout the United States, with an em-
phasis on disseminating information to such in-
stitutions with high numbers of Hispanic stu-
dents and to Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–163, title III, § 302(a), May 5, 
2010, 124 Stat. 1146.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Pub. L. 111–163, title III, § 302(c), May 5, 2010, 124 Stat. 
1149, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall implement chapter 75 of title 38, United States 
Code, as added by subsection (a), not later than 6 
months after the date of the enactment of this Act 
[May 5, 2010].’’

§ 7502. Application and acceptance 

(a) APPLICATION.—(1) To apply and participate 
in the scholarship program under this chapter, 
an individual shall submit to the Secretary an 
application for such participation together with 
an agreement described in section 7504 of this 
title under which the participant agrees to serve 
a period of obligated service in the Department 
as provided in the agreement in return for pay-
ment of educational assistance as provided in 
the agreement. 

(2) In distributing application forms and 
agreement forms to individuals desiring to par-
ticipate in the scholarship program, the Sec-
retary shall include with such forms the fol-
lowing: 

(A) A fair summary of the rights and liabil-
ities of an individual whose application is ap-
proved (and whose agreement is accepted) by 
the Secretary. 

(B) A full description of the terms and condi-
tions that apply to participation in the schol-
arship program and service in the Department.

(b) APPROVAL.—(1) Upon the Secretary’s ap-
proval of an individual’s participation in the 
scholarship program, the Secretary shall, in 
writing, promptly notify the individual of that 
acceptance. 

(2) An individual becomes a participant in the 
scholarship program upon such approval by the 
Secretary. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–163, title III, § 302(a), May 5, 
2010, 124 Stat. 1147.) 

§ 7503. Amount of assistance; duration 

(a) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—The amount of 
the financial assistance provided an individual 
under the scholarship program under this chap-
ter shall be the amount determined by the Sec-
retary as being necessary to pay the tuition and 
fees of the individual. In the case of an indi-
vidual enrolled in a program of study leading to 
a dual degree or certification in both the areas 
of study described in section 7501(a)(1) of this 
title, the tuition and fees shall not exceed the 
amounts necessary for the minimum number of 
credit hours to achieve such dual degree or cer-
tification. 

(b) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER ASSISTANCE.—Fi-
nancial assistance may be provided to an indi-
vidual under the scholarship program to supple-
ment other educational assistance to the extent 
that the total amount of educational assistance 
received by the individual during an academic 
year does not exceed the total tuition and fees 
for such academic year. 

(c) MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—(1) The 
total amount of assistance provided under the 
scholarship program for an academic year to an 
individual who is a full-time student may not 
exceed $15,000. 

(2) In the case of an individual who is a part-
time student, the total amount of assistance 
provided under the scholarship program shall 
bear the same ratio to the amount that would be 
paid under paragraph (1) if the participant were 
a full-time student in the program of study 
being pursued by the individual as the 
coursework carried by the individual to full-
time coursework in that program of study. 

(3) The total amount of assistance provided to 
an individual under the scholarship program 
may not exceed $45,000. 

(d) MAXIMUM DURATION OF ASSISTANCE.—Fi-
nancial assistance may not be provided to an in-
dividual under the scholarship program for more 
than six academic years. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–163, title III, § 302(a), May 5, 
2010, 124 Stat. 1147.) 

§ 7504. Agreement 

An agreement between the Secretary and a 
participant in the scholarship program under 
this chapter shall be in writing, shall be signed 
by the participant, and shall include—

(1) the Secretary’s agreement to provide the 
participant with financial assistance as au-
thorized under this chapter; 

(2) the participant’s agreement—
(A) to accept such financial assistance; 
(B) to maintain enrollment and attendance 

in the program of study described in section 
7501(a)(1) of this title; 

(C) while enrolled in such program, to 
maintain an acceptable level of academic 
standing (as determined by the educational 
institution offering such program under reg-
ulations prescribed by the Secretary); and 

(D) after completion of the program, to 
serve as a full-time employee in the Depart-
ment for a period of three years, to be served 
within the first six years after the partici-
pant has completed such program and re-
ceived a degree or certificate described in 
section 7501(a)(1) of this title; and
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1 So in original. 

(3) any other terms and conditions that the 
Secretary considers appropriate for carrying 
out this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–163, title III, § 302(a), May 5, 
2010, 124 Stat. 1148.) 

§ 7505. Repayment for failure to satisfy require-
ments of agreement 

(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual who receives 
educational assistance under the scholarship 
program under this chapter shall repay to the 
Secretary an amount equal to the unearned por-
tion of such assistance if the individual fails to 
satisfy the requirements of the agreement en-
tered into under section 7504 of this title, except 
in circumstances authorized by the Secretary. 

(b) AMOUNT OF REPAYMENT.—The Secretary 
shall establish, by regulations, procedures for 
determining the amount of the repayment re-
quired under this section and the circumstances 
under which an exception to the required repay-
ment may be granted. 

(c) WAIVER OR SUSPENSION OF COMPLIANCE.—
The Secretary shall prescribe regulations pro-
viding for the waiver or suspension of any obli-
gation of an individual for service or payment 
under this chapter (or an agreement under this 
chapter) whenever—

(1) noncompliance by the individual is due to 
circumstances beyond the control of the indi-
vidual; or 

(2) the Secretary determines that the waiver 
or suspension of compliance is in the best in-
terest of the United States.

(d) OBLIGATION AS DEBT TO UNITED STATES.—
An obligation to repay the Secretary under this 
section is, for all purposes, a debt owed the 
United States. A discharge in bankruptcy under 
title 11 does not discharge a person from such 
debt if the discharge order is entered less than 
five years after the date of the termination of 
the agreement or contract on which the debt is 
based. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–163, title III, § 302(a), May 5, 
2010, 124 Stat. 1148.)
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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Pub. L. 116–171, title V, § 502(b)(2), Oct. 17, 2020, 
134 Stat. 818, added heading for subchapter IX and 
items 7698 to 7699B. 

2018—Pub. L. 115–182, title III, § 303(b)(2), June 6, 2018, 
132 Stat. 1467, added heading for subchapter VIII and 
items 7691 to 7697. 

2010—Pub. L. 111–163, title VI, § 603(d), May 5, 2010, 124 
Stat. 1174, added items 7618 and 7619 and struck out 
former item 7618 ‘‘Expiration of program’’. 

2002—Pub. L. 107–135, title I, §§ 101(a)(2), 102(a)(2), Jan. 
23, 2002, 115 Stat. 2447, 2448, struck out items 7676 ‘‘Expi-
ration of program’’ and 7684 ‘‘Expiration of program’’. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–368, title VIII, §§ 802(b), 803(b), Nov. 
11, 1998, 112 Stat. 3356, 3358, added headings for sub-
chapters VI and VII and items 7671 to 7676 and 7681 to 
7684. 
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