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(iv) provide on-going advice on the most ap-
propriate means of responding to the needs of
veterans relating to disability compensation
in the future.

(B) In carrying out its duties under subpara-
graph (A), the Committee shall take into special
account the needs of veterans who have served
in a theater of combat operations.

(c) RESOURCES.—The Secretary shall ensure
that appropriate personnel, funding, and other
resources are provided to the Committee to
carry out its responsibilities.

(d) BIENNIAL REPORTS TO THE SECRETARY.—(1)
Not later than October 31, 2010, and not less fre-
quently than every two years thereafter, the
Committee shall submit to the Secretary a re-
port on the programs and activities of the De-
partment that relate to the payment of dis-
ability compensation. Each such report shall in-
clude—

(A) an assessment of the needs of veterans
with respect to disability compensation; and

(B) such recommendations (including rec-
ommendations for administrative or legisla-
tive action) as the Committee considers appro-
priate.

(2) The Committee may submit to the Sec-
retary such other reports and recommendations
as the Committee considers appropriate.

(e) BIENNIAL REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—(1) Not
later than 90 days after the receipt of a report
required under subsection (d)(1), the Secretary
shall transmit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a
copy of such report, together with such com-
ments and recommendations concerning such re-
port as the Secretary considers appropriate.

(2) The Secretary shall submit with each re-
port required under paragraph (1) a summary of
all reports and recommendations of the Com-
mittee submitted to the Secretary under sub-
section (d)(2) since the previous report trans-
mitted by the Secretary under paragraph (1) of
this subsection.

(f) APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER 10 OF TITLE 5.—
(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the pro-
visions of chapter 10 of title 5 shall apply to the
activities of the Committee under this section.

(2) Section 1013 of title 5 shall not apply to the
Committee.

(Added Pub. L. 110-389, title II, §214(a), Oct. 10,
2008, 122 Stat. 4152; amended Pub. L. 117-286,
§4(a)(218), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 4330.)

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Prior sections 560 to 562 were renumbered sections
1560 to 1562 of this title, respectively.

Prior sections 601 to 603 and 610 to 613 were renum-
bered sections 1701 to 1703 and 1710 to 1713 of this title,
respectively.

Another prior section 613, Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958,
72 Stat. 1143, related to fitting and training in use of
prosthetic appliances, prior to repeal by section 103(b)
of Pub. L. 93-82. See section 1714(a) of this title.

Prior sections 614 to 620C were renumbered sections
1714 to 1720C of this title, respectively.

Another prior section 620C, added Pub. L. 100-6, §2(a),
Feb. 12, 1987, 101 Stat. 92, related to community-based
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psychiatric residential treatment for chronically men-
tally ill veterans, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 100-322,
title I, §115(g)(1), May 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 502. See section
115(a)—(f) of Pub. L. 100-322, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1712 of this title.

Prior sections 621 to 624 were renumbered sections
1721 to 1724 of this title, respectively.

Prior section 625, Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat.
1144; Pub. L. 91-24, §6(a), June 11, 1969, 83 Stat. 34, re-
lated to arrests for crimes in hospital and domiciliary
reservations, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 93-43, §§4(b),
10(a), June 18, 1973, 87 Stat. 79, 88, effective June 18,
19738.

Prior sections 626 to 631 were renumbered sections
1726 to 1731 of this title, respectively.

Another prior section 631, Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958,
72 Stat. 1145; Pub. L. 91-24, §6(b), June 11, 1969, 83 Stat.
34, related to grants to the Republic of the Philippines,
prior to repeal by section 107(a) of Pub. L. 93-82.

Prior section 632 was renumbered section 1732 of this
title.

Another prior section 632, Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958,
72 Stat. 1146; Pub. L. 88-40, June 13, 1963, 77 Stat. 66;
Pub. L. 89-612, §2, Sept. 30, 1966, 80 Stat. 859; Pub. L.
91-24, §6(c), June 11, 1969, 83 Stat. 34, related to modi-
fication of agreement with the Republic of the Phil-
ippines effectuating the Act of July 1, 1948, prior to re-
peal by section 107(a) of Pub. L. 93-82.

Prior sections 633 to 635 and 641 to 643 were renum-
bered sections 1733 to 1735 and 1741 to 1743 of this title,
respectively.

Prior section 644, added Pub. L. 91-178, §2(a), Dec. 30,
1969, 83 Stat. 836; amended Pub. L. 93-82, title IV,
§403(b), Aug. 2, 1973, 87 Stat. 196, authorized appropria-
tions to be used for making grants to States which had
submitted and had approved applications for assistance
in remodeling, modification, or alteration of existing
hospital or domiciliary facilities in State homes pro-
viding care and treatment for veterans, prior to repeal
by Pub. L. 95-62, §§2, 5, July 5, 1977, 91 Stat. 262, 263, ef-
fective Oct. 1, 1977, but with provision for the con-
tinuing force and effect of the terms and conditions of
grants made prior to Oct. 1, 1977, under prior section 644
and with additional provision for the modification of
the terms and conditions of both grants made under
that section prior to Oct. 1, 1977, and of grants made
under subchapter IIT of chapter 81 of this title prior to
Oct. 1, 1977.

Prior sections 651 to 654 and 661 to 664 were renum-
bered sections 1751 to 1754 and 1761 to 1764 of this title,
respectively.

AMENDMENTS

2022—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 117-286, §4(a)(218)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Chapter 10 of Title 5’ for ‘‘Federal Advisory
Committee Act” in heading.

Subsec. (£)(1). Pub. L. 117-286, §4(a)(218)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘chapter 10 of title 5 for ‘‘the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act (b U.S.C. App.)”.

Subsec. (£)(2). Pub. L. 117-286, §4(a)(218)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘Section 1013 of title 5’ for ‘‘Section 14 of such
Act”.

§547. Advisory Committee on Tribal and Indian
Affairs

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—(1) The Secretary shall
establish an advisory committee to provide ad-
vice and guidance to the Secretary on matters
relating to Indian tribes, tribal organizations,
and Native American veterans.

(2) The advisory committee established under
paragraph (1) shall be known as the ‘‘Advisory
Committee on Tribal and Indian Affairs” (in
this section referred to as the ““Committee’’).

(3) The Committee shall facilitate, but not
supplant, government-to-government consulta-
tion between the Department and Indian tribes
or tribal organizations.
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(4) The Secretary shall consult with Indian
tribes or tribal organizations in developing a
charter for the Committee.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—(1) The Committee shall be
comprised of 15 voting members selected by the
Secretary from among individuals nominated as
specified under this subsection.

(2) In selecting members under paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall ensure that—

(A) at least one member of each of the 12
service areas of the Indian Health Service is
represented in the membership of the Com-
mittee nominated by Indian tribes or tribal
organizations;

(B) at least one member of the Committee
represents the Native Hawaiian veteran com-
munity nominated by a Native Hawaiian Orga-
nization;

(C) at least one member of the Committee
represents urban Indian organizations nomi-
nated by a national urban Indian organization;
and

(D) not fewer than half of the members are
veterans, unless the Secretary determines
that an insufficient number of qualified vet-
erans were nominated under paragraph (1).

(3) No member of the Committee may be an
employee of the Federal Government.

(c) TERMS; VACANCIES.—(1) A member of the
Committee shall be appointed for a term of two
years.

(2) The Secretary shall fill a vacancy in the
Committee in the same manner as the original
appointment within 180 days.

(d) MEETINGS.—(1)(A) Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the Committee shall meet in-
person with the Secretary, or the Secretary’s
designee, not less frequently than twice each
year and hold monthly conference calls as nec-
essary.

(B) During a public health emergency (as de-
fined in section 20003 of the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security Act (Public Law
116-136)), meetings under subparagraph (A) may
be conducted virtually.

(2)(A) Representatives of relevant Federal
agencies may attend meetings of the Committee
and provide information to the Committee.

(B) One representative of the Office of Tribal
Government Relations of the Department shall
attend at each meeting of the Committee.

(C) Representatives attending meetings under
this paragraph shall not be considered voting
members of the Committee.

(D) A representative attending a meeting or
providing information under this paragraph may
not receive additional compensation for services
performed with respect to the Committee.

(e) SUBCOMMITTEES.—(1) The Committee may
establish subcommittees.

(2) The Secretary may, in consultation with
the Committee, appoint a member to a sub-
committee established under paragraph (1) who
is not a member of the Committee.

(3) Such subcommittees may enhance the
function of the Committee, but may not super-
sede the authority of the Committee or provide
direct advice or work products to the Depart-
ment.

(f) DUTIES.—The duties of the Committee are
as follows:
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(1) To advise the Secretary on ways the De-
partment can improve the programs and serv-
ices of the Department to better serve Native
American veterans.

(2) To identify for the Department evolving
issues of relevance to Indian tribes, tribal or-
ganizations, and Native American veterans re-
lating to programs and services of the Depart-
ment.

(3) To propose clarifications, recommenda-
tions, and solutions to address issues raised at
tribal, regional, and national levels, especially
regarding any tribal consultation reports.

(4) To provide a forum for Indian tribes, trib-
al organizations, urban Indian organizations,
Native Hawaiian organizations, and the De-
partment to discuss issues and proposals for
changes to Department regulations, policies,
and procedures.

(5) To identify priorities and provide advice
on appropriate strategies for tribal consulta-
tion and urban Indian organizations conferring
on issues at the tribal, regional, or national
levels.

(6) To ensure that pertinent issues are
brought to the attention of Indian tribes, trib-
al organizations, urban Indian organizations,
and Native Hawaiian organizations in a timely
manner, so that feedback can be obtained.

(7) To encourage the Secretary to work with
other Federal agencies and Congress so that
Native American veterans are not denied the
full benefit of their status as both Native
Americans and veterans.

(8) To highlight contributions of Native
American veterans in the Armed Forces.

(9) To make recommendations on the con-
sultation policy of the Department on tribal
matters.

(10) To support a process to develop an urban
Indian organization confer policy to ensure
the Secretary confers, to the maximum extent
practicable, with urban Indian organizations.

(11) To conduct other duties as recommended
by the Committee.

(g) REPORTS.—(1) Not less frequently than
once each year, the Committee shall submit to
the Secretary and the appropriate committees
of Congress such recommendations as the Com-
mittee may have for legislative or administra-
tive action for the upcoming year.

(2) Not later than 90 days after the date on
which the Secretary receives a recommendation
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall submit
to the appropriate committees of Congress a
written response to the recommendation.

(3) Not less frequently than once every two
years, the Committee shall submit to the Sec-
retary and the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report describing the activities of the
Committee during the previous two years.

(4) The Secretary shall make publicly avail-
able on an Internet website of the Department—

(A) each recommendation the Secretary re-

ceives under paragraph (1);

(B) each response the
under paragraph (2); and

(C) each report the Secretary receives under
paragraph (3).

(h) COMMITTEE PERSONNEL MATTERS.—A mem-
ber of the Committee shall be allowed travel ex-

Secretary submits
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penses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence,
at rates authorized for an employee of an agency
under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5 while
away from the home or regular place of business
of the member in the performance of the duties
of the Committee.

(i) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT EXEMP-
TION.—Section 14 of the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act (b U.S.C. App.)! shall not apply to
the Committee.

(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘appropriate committees of

Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
and the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
and the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives.

(2) The term ‘“‘Indian tribe’’ has the meaning
given such term in section 4 of the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304).

(3) The term ‘‘Native Hawaiian organiza-
tion” means any organization that—

(A) serves the interests of Native Hawai-
ians;

(B) has Native Hawaiians in substantive
and policymaking positions within the orga-
nization;

(C) has demonstrated experience working
with Native Hawaiian veterans; and

(D) shall include the Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs.

(4) The term ‘“‘Native American veteran’ has
the meaning given such term in section 3765 of
this title.

(6) The term ‘‘Office of Hawaiian Affairs”
means the Office of Hawaiian Affairs estab-
lished by the constitution of the State of Ha-
wadii.

(6) The term ‘‘tribal organization’ has the
meaning given such term in section 3765 of
this title.

(7) The term ‘‘urban Indian organization”
has the meaning given such term in section 4
of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (25
U.S.C. 1603).

(Added Pub. L. 116-315, title VII, §7002(a)(1), Jan.
5, 2021, 134 Stat. 5054.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 20003 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security Act, referred to in subsec. (d)(1)(B), is
section 20003 of Pub. L. 116-136, div. B, title X, Mar. 27,
2020, 134 Stat. 585, which is set out as a Definition of
“Public Health Emergency’ note under section 303 of
this title.

Section 14 of the Federal Advisory Committee Act,
referred to in subsec. (i), is section 14 of Pub. L. 92-463,
which was set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees, and was repealed
and restated as section 1013 of Title 5 by Pub. L. 117-286,
§§3(a), 7, Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 4204, 4361.

1See References in Text note below.

TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS

Page 108

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

DEADLINES FOR ESTABLISHMENT, INITIAL
APPOINTMENTS, AND INITIAL. MEETING

Pub. L. 116-315, title VII, §7002(b)-(d), Jan. 5, 2021, 134
Stat. 5057, provided that:

“(b) DEADLINE FOR ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall establish the advisory com-
mittee required by section 547 of title 38, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a)(1), not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Jan.
5, 2021].

‘“(c) DEADLINE FOR INITIAL APPOINTMENTS.—Not later
than 90 days after the date on which the Secretary es-
tablishes the advisory committee required by such sec-
tion, the Secretary shall appoint members under sub-
section (b)(1) of such section.

‘‘(d) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 90 days after
the date on which the Secretary establishes the advi-
sory committee required by such section, such advisory
committee shall hold its first meeting.”

§548. Advisory Committee on United States Out-
lying Areas and Freely Associated States

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish an advisory committee, to be known as
the ‘“‘Advisory Committee on United States Out-
lying Areas and Freely Associated States’, to
provide advice and guidance to the Secretary on
matters relating to covered veterans.

(b) DUTIES.—The duties of the Committee shall
be the following:

(1) To advise the Secretary on matters relat-
ing to covered veterans, including how the
Secretary may improve the programs and
services of the Department to better serve
such veterans.

(2) To identify for the Secretary evolving
issues of relevance to covered veterans.

(3) To propose clarifications, recommenda-
tions, and solutions to address issues raised by
covered veterans.

(4) To provide a forum for covered veterans,
veterans service organizations serving covered
veterans, and the Department to discuss issues
and proposals for changes to regulations, poli-
cies, and procedures of the Department.

(5) To identify priorities for and provide ad-
vice to the Secretary on appropriate strategies
for consultation with veterans service organi-
zations serving covered veterans.

(6) To encourage the Secretary to work with
the heads of other Federal departments and
agencies, and Congress, to ensure covered vet-
erans are provided the full benefits of their
status as covered veterans.

(7) To highlight contributions of covered
veterans in the Armed Forces.

(8) To conduct other duties as determined
appropriate by the Secretary.

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—(1) The Committee shall be
comprised of 15 voting members appointed by
the Secretary.

(2) In appointing members pursuant to para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall ensure the fol-
lowing:

(A) At least one member is appointed to rep-
resent covered veterans in each of the fol-
lowing areas:

(i) American Samoa.
(ii) Guam.
(iii) Puerto Rico.
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