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Affairs provides assistance to a veteran or member of 
the Armed Forces.’’

§ 3698A. Provision of certificates of eligibility 
and award letters using electronic means 

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided by sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall provide to an in-
dividual the following documents using elec-
tronic means: 

(1) A certificate of eligibility for the entitle-
ment of the individual to covered educational 
assistance. 

(2) An award letter regarding the authoriza-
tion of the individual to receive covered edu-
cational assistance.

(b) ELECTION TO OPT OUT.—An individual may 
elect to receive the documents specified in sub-
section (a) by mail rather than through elec-
tronic means under subsection (a). An individual 
may revoke such an election at any time, by 
means prescribed by the Secretary. 

(c) COVERED EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘covered educational assist-
ance’’ means educational assistance under chap-
ter 30, 33, or 35 of this title, or section 3699C of 
this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–210, title II, § 210(a), Jan. 2, 
2025, 138 Stat. 2766.) 

§ 3699. Effects of closure or disapproval of edu-
cational institution 

(a) CLOSURE OR DISAPPROVAL.—Any payment 
of educational assistance described in subsection 
(b) shall not—

(1) be charged against any entitlement to 
educational assistance of the individual con-
cerned; or 

(2) be counted against the aggregate period 
for which section 3695 of this title limits the 
receipt of educational assistance by such indi-
vidual.

(b) EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE DESCRIBED.—Sub-
ject to subsection (c), the payment of edu-
cational assistance described in this subsection 
is the payment of such assistance to an indi-
vidual for pursuit of a course or program of edu-
cation at an educational institution under chap-
ter 30, 31, 32, 33, or 35 of this title, or chapter 1606 
or 1607 of title 10, if the Secretary determines 
that the individual—

(1) was unable to complete such course or 
program as a result of—

(A) the closure of the educational institu-
tion; 

(B) the disapproval of the course or a 
course that is a necessary part of that pro-
gram under this chapter by reason of—

(i) a provision of law enacted after the 
date on which the individual enrolls at 
such institution affecting the approval or 
disapproval of courses under this chapter; 
or 

(ii) after the date on which the indi-
vidual enrolls at such institution, the Sec-
retary prescribing or modifying regula-
tions or policies of the Department affect-
ing such approval or disapproval; or

(C) the temporary closure of an edu-
cational institution or training establish-

ment or the temporary closure or termi-
nation of a course or program of education 
by reason of an emergency situation; and

(2) did not receive credit or lost training 
time, toward completion of the program of 
education being so pursued.

(c) PERIOD NOT CHARGED.—(1) The period for 
which, by reason of this subsection, educational 
assistance is not charged against entitlement or 
counted toward the applicable aggregate period 
under section 3695 of this title shall not exceed 
the aggregate of—

(A) the portion of the period of enrollment 
in the course from which the individual did 
not receive credit or with respect to which the 
individual lost training time, as determined 
under subsection (b)(2); and 

(B) the period by which a monthly stipend is 
extended under section 3680(a)(2)(B) of this 
title.

(2)(A)(i) An individual described in subpara-
graph (B) who transfers fewer than 12 credits 
from a program of education that is closed or 
disapproved as described in subsection (b)(1) 
shall be deemed to be an individual who did not 
receive such credits, as described in subsection 
(b)(2), except that the period for which such in-
dividual’s entitlement is not charged shall be 
the entire period of the individual’s enrollment 
in the program of education. 

(ii) In carrying out clause (i), the Secretary 
shall—

(I) require an individual to certify in writing 
that the individual has transferred fewer than 
12 credits as described in such clause; 

(II) require an individual who makes a cer-
tification under subclause (I) to acknowledge 
in writing that if the individual transfers 12 or 
more credits as described in such clause (i)—

(aa) the individual may not be deemed 
under such clause to be an individual who 
did not receive such credits; and 

(bb) the Secretary shall rescind the certifi-
cate of eligibility provided under subclause 
(IV);

(III) accept a certification under subclause 
(I) as proof of the individual transferring fewer 
than 12 credits; and 

(IV) provide to the individual who makes a 
certification under subclause (I) and makes 
the acknowledgment under subclause (II) a 
certificate of eligibility that the individual 
may provide to an educational institution as 
proof of the individual being covered by this 
paragraph.

(iii) The Secretary shall notify individuals de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) of being eligible to 
be covered by this paragraph. 

(iv) In carrying out this subparagraph, the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Education, shall establish procedures to deter-
mine whether the individual transferred credits 
to a comparable course or program of education. 

(B) An individual described in this subpara-
graph is an individual who is enrolled in a 
course or program of education closed or discon-
tinued as described in subsection (b)(1) during 
the period beginning on the date that is 120 days 
before the date of such closure or discontinu-
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