§2407

other Federal agencies, exchange, or otherwise,
as the Secretary determines to be in the best in-
terest of the United States.

(b) TRANSFER OF DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
LAND FOR USE AS A NATIONAL CEMETERY.—Not-
withstanding section 204(d) of the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C.
1714(d)), if the Secretary and the Secretary of
the Interior agree to a transfer under subsection
(a) of any land for use by the Department as a
national cemetery, the land shall be—

(1) withdrawn from all forms of appropria-
tion under the public land laws, including the
mining laws, the mineral leasing laws, and the
geothermal leasing laws;

(2) subject to valid existing rights;

(3) transferred to the administrative juris-
diction of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs;
and

(4) deemed to be property (as defined in sec-
tion 102(9) of title 40) for as long as the land re-
mains under the administrative jurisdiction of
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(Added Pub. L. 93-43, §2(a), June 18, 1973, 87 Stat.
78, §1006; amended Pub. L. 99-576, title VII,
§701(57), Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 3295; Pub. L.
101-237, title III, §313(b)(1), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat.
2077; renumbered §2406, Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a),
Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406; Pub. L. 108-454, title
VI, §603, Dec. 10, 2004, 118 Stat. 3624; Pub. L.
117-355, §5, Jan. 5, 2023, 136 Stat. 6279.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2023—Pub. L. 117-355 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b).

2004—Pub. L. 108—454 inserted ‘‘exchange,”
‘“‘agencies,”’.

1991—Pub. L. 102-83 renumbered section 1006 of this
title as this section.

1989—Pub. L. 101-237 substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Ad-
ministrator’” wherever appearing.

1986—Pub. L. 99-576 substituted ‘‘the Administrator’
for “‘he”.

after

§2407. Authority to accept and maintain suitable
memorials

Subject to such restrictions as the Secretary
may prescribe, the Secretary may accept gifts,
devises, or bequests from legitimate societies
and organizations or reputable individuals,
made in any manner, which are made for the
purpose of beautifying national cemeteries, or
are determined to be beneficial to such ceme-
tery. The Secretary may make land available
for this purpose, and may furnish such care and
maintenance as the Secretary deems necessary.

(Added Pub. L. 93-43, §2(a), June 18, 1973, 87 Stat.
78, §1007; amended Pub. L. 99-576, title VII,
§701(58), Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 3296; Pub. L.
101-237, title III, §313(b)(1), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat.
2077; renumbered §2407, Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a),
Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-83 renumbered section 1007 of this
title as this section.

1989—Pub. L. 101-237 substituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘“Ad-
ministrator’” wherever appearing.
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1986—Pub. L. 99-576 substituted ‘‘the Administrator”
for ‘““he” in two places and ‘‘The Administrator’ for
““He".

§2408. Aid to States, counties, and tribal organi-
zations for establishment, expansion, and im-
provement of veterans’ cemeteries

(a)(1) Subject to subsections (b), (¢), (d), and
(g), the Secretary may make a grant to any
State or county for the following purposes:

(A) Establishing, expanding, or improving a
veterans’ cemetery owned by the State or
county.

(B) Operating and maintaining such a ceme-
tery.

(2) A grant under paragraph (1) may be made
only upon submission of an application to the
Secretary in such form and manner, and con-
taining such information, as the Secretary may
require.

(b) A grant under this section for a purpose de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1)(A) shall be subject to
the following conditions:

(1) The amount of such a grant may not ex-
ceed—

(A) in the case of the establishment of a
new cemetery, the sum of: (i) the cost of im-
provements to be made on the land to be
converted into a cemetery; (ii) the cost of
initial equipment necessary to operate the
cemetery; and (iii) training costs described
in subsection (¢)(1); and

(B) in the case of the expansion or im-
provement of an existing cemetery, the sum
of: (i) the cost of improvements to be made
on any land to be added to the cemetery; and
(ii) the cost of any improvements to be made
to the existing cemetery; and (iii) training
costs described in subsection (¢)(1).

(2) If the amount of such a grant is less than
the amount of costs referred to in subpara-
graph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1), the State or
county receiving the grant shall contribute
the excess of such costs over the grant.

(3) If a State or county that has received
such a grant to establish, expand, or improve
a veterans’ cemetery ceases to own such ceme-
tery, ceases to operate such cemetery as a vet-
erans’ cemetery, or uses any part of the funds
provided through such grant for a purpose
other than that for which the grant was made,
the United States shall be entitled to recover
from such State or county the total of all
grants made under this section to such State
or county in connection with such cemetery.

(c)(1) A grant under this section for a purpose
described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of sub-
section (a)(1) may be used, solely or in part, for
training costs, including travel expenses and up
to four weeks of lodging expenses, associated
with attendance by employees of a veterans’
cemetery owned by a State or on trust land
owned by, or held in trust for, a tribal organiza-
tion at training provided by the National Ceme-
tery Administration.

(2) Any employee described in paragraph (1)
who participates in training described in such
paragraph shall fulfill a service requirement as
determined by the Secretary.

(3) The Secretary may by regulation prescribe
such additional terms and conditions for grants
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