§1975

1970—Pub. L. 91-291 added the Secretary of Transpor-
tation to the membership of the Advisory Council on
Servicemen’s Group Life Insurance.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 91-291 effective June 25, 1970,
see section 14(a) of Pub. L. 91-291, set out as a note
under section 1317 of this title.

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COUNCILS

Advisory councils in existence on Jan. 5, 1973, to ter-
minate not later than the expiration of the 2-year pe-
riod following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the case of a coun-
cil established by the President or an officer of the
Federal Government, such council is renewed by appro-
priate action prior to the expiration of such 2-year pe-
riod, or in the case of a council established by the Con-
gress, its duration is otherwise provided by law. See
sections 1001(2) and 1013 of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees.

§ 1975. Jurisdiction of District Courts

The district courts of the United States shall
have original jurisdiction of any civil action or
claim against the United States founded upon
this subchapter.

(Added Pub. L. 89-214, §1(a), Sept. 29, 1965, 79
Stat. 885, §775; renumbered §1975, Pub. L. 102-83,
§5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-83 renumbered section 775 of this
title as this section.

§1976. Effective date

The insurance provided for in this subchapter
and the deductions and contributions for that
purpose shall take effect on the date designated
by the Secretary and certified by the Secretary
to each Secretary concerned.

(Added Pub. L. 89-214, §1(a), Sept. 29, 1965, 79
Stat. 885, §776; amended Pub. L. 99-576, title VII,
§701(42), Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 3294; renumbered
§1976 and amended Pub. L. 102-83, §§4(b)(1),
(2)(B), 5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404-406.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 776 of
this title as this section and substituted ‘‘Secretary”
for ‘‘Administrator’ in two places.

1986—Pub. L. 99-576 substituted ‘‘the Administrator”
for “him’ after ‘‘certified by’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

INTERIM COVERAGE UNTIL EFFECTIVE DATE OF GROUP
PLAN; $5,000 DEATH GRATUITY

Pub. L. 89-214, §3, Sept. 29, 1965, 79 Stat. 886, as
amended by Pub. L. 89-730, §6(a)-(d), Nov. 2, 1966, 80
Stat. 1159, provided for payment of a death gratuity of
up to $5,000 in certain cases of death of veterans while
in active military, naval, or air service during the pe-
riod from Jan. 1, 1957, to the date immediately pre-
ceding the date on which the Servicemen’s Group Life
Insurance program was placed in effect under this sec-
tion, and required that an application for such gratuity
had to be made within one year after Sept. 29, 1965.

TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS
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Pub. L. 89-730, §6(e), Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1159, pro-
vided that any waiver of future benefits executed by
any person under section 3(a) of Pub. L. 89-214 (see
above), as in effect prior to Nov. 2, 1966, was to have no
effect.

Pub. L. 89-730, §6(f), Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1159, pro-
vided that in any case in which the death gratuity paid
to any person under section 3 of Pub. L. 89-214 (see
above), was reduced pursuant to clause (B) of sub-
section (c)(1) of such section, as in effect prior to Nov.
2, 1966, the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs was to
pay to such person an amount equal to the amount by
which such death gratuity was reduced.

Pub. L. 89-730, §6(g), Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1159, pro-
vided that notwithstanding the time limitation pre-
scribed in section 3(a) of Pub. L. 89-214 (see above), any
application for death gratuity filed under such section
shall be valid if filed within one year after Nov. 2, 1966.

§1977. Veterans’ Group Life Insurance

(a)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (3), Vet-
erans’ Group Life Insurance shall be issued in
the amounts specified in section 1967(a) of this
title. In the case of any individual, the amount
of Veterans’ Group Life Insurance may not ex-
ceed the amount of Servicemembers’ Group Life
Insurance coverage continued in force after the
expiration of the period of duty or travel under
section 1967(b) or 1968(a) of this title. No person
may carry a combined amount of
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance and Vet-
erans’ Group Life Insurance at any one time in
excess of the maximum amount for
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance in effect
under section 1967(a)(3)(A)(1) of this title.

(2) If any person insured under Veterans’
Group Life Insurance again becomes insured
under Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance
but dies before terminating or converting such
person’s Veterans’ Group Insurance, Veterans’
Group Life Insurance shall be payable only if
such person is insured under Servicemembers’
Group Life Insurance for less than the maximum
amount for such insurance in effect under sec-
tion 1967(a)(3)(A)(i) of this title, and then only in
an amount which, when added to the amount of
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance payable,
does not exceed such maximum amount in effect
under such section.

(3) Not more than once in each five-year pe-
riod beginning on the one-year anniversary of
the date a person becomes insured under Vet-
erans’ Group Life Insurance, such person may
elect in writing to increase by $25,000 the
amount for which the person is insured if—

(A) the person is under the age of 60; and

(B) the total amount for which the person is
insured does not exceed the amount provided
for under section 1967(a)(3)(A)(i) of this title.

(b) Veterans’ Group Life Insurance shall (1)
provide protection against death; (2) be issued
on a renewable five-year term basis; (3) have no
cash, loan, paid-up, or extended values; (4) ex-
cept as otherwise provided, lapse for non-
payment of premiums; and (5) contain such
other terms and conditions as the Secretary de-
termines to be reasonable and practicable which
are not specifically provided for in this section,
including any provisions of this subchapter not
specifically made inapplicable by the provisions
of this section.

(c) The premiums for Veterans’ Group Life In-
surance shall be established under the criteria
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