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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 91-291 effective June 25, 1970,
see section 14(a) of Pub. L. 91-291, set out as a note
under section 1317 of this title.

Pub. L. 91-291, §14(b), June 25, 1970, 84 Stat. 333, pro-
vided that: ‘“The provisions of section 765(7), (8), and (9)
[now 1765(7), (8), and (9)] of title 38, United States Code,
as added by the first section of this Act shall apply
only to servicemen’s group life insurance in effect on
the life of an insured member who dies on and after the
date of enactment of this Act [June 25, 1970].”

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security,
and for treatment of related references, see sections
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

RENAMING OF GROUP LIFE INSURANCE PROGRAM

Pub. L. 104-275, title IV, §405(a), Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat.
3339, provided that: ‘“The program of insurance oper-
ated by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs under sub-
chapter IIT of chapter 19 of title 38, United States Code,
is hereby redesignated as the Servicemembers’ Group
Life Insurance program.”

REFERENCES TO SERVICEMEN’S GROUP LIFE INSURANCE
OR ADVISORY COUNCIL ON SERVICEMEN’S GROUP LIFE
INSURANCE

Pub. L. 104-275, title IV, §405(d), Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat.
3340, provided that: ‘““‘Any reference to Servicemen’s
Group Life Insurance or to the Advisory Council on
Servicemen’s Group Life Insurance in any Federal law,
Executive order, regulation, delegation of authority, or
other document of the Federal Government shall be
deemed to refer to Servicemembers’ Group Life Insur-
ance or the Advisory Council on Servicemembers’
Group Life Insurance, respectively.”

§ 1966. Eligible insurance companies

(a) The Secretary is authorized, without re-
gard to section 6101(b) to (d) of title 41, to pur-
chase from one or more life insurance companies
a policy or policies of group life insurance to
provide the benefits specified in this subchapter.
Each such life insurance company must (1) be li-
censed to issue life insurance in each of the fifty
States of the United States and in the District
of Columbia, and (2) as of the most recent De-
cember 31 for which information is available to
the Secretary, have in effect at least 1 percent
of the total amount of group life insurance
which all life insurance companies have in effect
in the United States.

(b) The life insurance company or companies
issuing such policy or policies shall establish an
administrative office at a place and under a
name designated by the Secretary.

(c) The Secretary shall arrange with the life
insurance company or companies issuing any
policy or policies under this subchapter to rein-
sure, under conditions approved by the Sec-
retary, portions of the total amount of insur-
ance under such policy or policies with such
other life insurance companies (which meet
qualifying criteria set forth by the Secretary) as
may elect to participate in such reinsurance.

(d) The Secretary may at any time dis-
continue any policy or policies which the Sec-
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retary has purchased from any insurance com-
pany under this subchapter.

(Added Pub. L. 89-214, §1(a), Sept. 29, 1965, 79
Stat. 880, §766; amended Pub. L. 97-295, §4(29),
Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1307; Pub. L. 99-576, title
VII, §701(36), Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 3293; renum-
bered §1966 and amended Pub. L. 102-83, §§4(b)(1),
(2)(E), 5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404-406; Pub. L.
111-350, §5(j)(2), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3850.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2011—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111-350 substituted ‘‘section
6101(b) to (d) of title 41" for ‘‘section 3709 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended (41 U.S.C. 5)°.

1991—Pub. L. 102-83 renumbered section 766 of this
title as this section and substituted ‘‘Secretary’ for
‘“‘Administrator’” wherever appearing.

1986—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99-576, §701(36)(A),
stituted ‘“the Administrator’ for ‘“him”’.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99-576, §701(36)(B), substituted
“‘the Administrator” for ‘“he”.

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97-295 substituted ‘‘percent’’
for ‘“‘per centum’’.

sub-

§ 1967. Persons insured; amount

(a)(1) Subject to an election under paragraph
(2), any policy of insurance purchased by the
Secretary under section 1966 of this title shall
automatically insure the following persons
against death:

(A) In the case of any member of a uni-
formed service on active duty (other than ac-
tive duty for training)—

(i) the member; and
(ii) each insurable dependent of the mem-

ber (other than a dependent who is also a

member of a uniformed service and, because

of such membership, is automatically in-
sured under this paragraph).

(B) Any member of a uniformed service on
active duty for training or inactive duty train-
ing scheduled in advance by competent au-
thority.

(C) In the case of any member of the Ready
Reserve of a uniformed service who meets the
qualifications set forth in subparagraph (B) or
(C) of section 1965(5) of this title—

(i) the member; and
(ii) each insurable dependent of the mem-

ber (other than a dependent who is also a

member of a uniformed service and, because

of such membership, is automatically in-
sured under this paragraph).

(2)(A) A member may elect in writing not to
be insured under this subchapter.
(B) A member may elect in writing not to in-
sure the member’s spouse under this subchapter.
(3)(A) Subject to subparagraphs (B), (C), and
(D), the amount for which a person is insured
under this subchapter is as follows:
(i) In the case of a member, $500,000.
(ii) In the case of a member’s spouse,
$100,000.
(iii) In the case of a member’s child, $10,000.

(B) A member may elect in writing to be in-
sured or to insure the member’s spouse in an
amount less than the amount provided for under
subparagraph (A). The member may not elect to
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insure the member’s child in an amount less
than $10,000. The amount of insurance so elected
shall, in the case of a member, be evenly divis-
ible by $50,000 and, in the case of a member’s
spouse, be evenly divisible by $10,000.

(C) In no case may the amount of insurance
coverage under this subsection of a member’s
spouse exceed the amount of insurance coverage
of the member.

(D) In the case of a member who elects under
paragraph (2)(A) not to be insured under this
section, or who elects under subparagraph (B) to
be insured for an amount less than the max-
imum amount provided under subparagraph (A),
and who is deployed to a combat theater of oper-
ations, the member—

(i) shall be insured under this subchapter for
the maximum amount provided under subpara-
graph (A) for the period of such deployment;
and

(ii) upon the end of such deployment—

(I) shall be insured in the amount elected
by the member under subparagraph (B); or

(IT) shall not be insured, if so elected under
paragraph (2)(A).

(4)(A) An insurable dependent of a member is
not insured under this chapter unless the mem-
ber is insured under this subchapter.

(B) An insurable dependent who is a child may
not be insured at any time by the insurance cov-
erage under this chapter of more than one mem-
ber. If an insurable dependent who is a child is
otherwise eligible to be insured by the coverage
of more than one member under this chapter,
the child shall be insured by the coverage of the
member whose eligibility for insurance under
this subchapter occurred first, except that if
that member does not have legal custody of the
child, the child shall be insured by the coverage
of the member who has legal custody of the
child.

(5) The insurance shall be effective with re-
spect to a member and the insurable dependents
of the member on the latest of the following
dates:

(A) The first day of active duty or active
duty for training.

(B) The beginning of a period of inactive
duty training scheduled in advance by com-
petent authority.

(C) The first day a member of the Ready Re-
serve meets the qualifications set forth in sub-
paragraph (B) or (C) of section 1965(5) of this
title.

(D) The date certified by the Secretary to
the Secretary concerned as the date
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance under
this subchapter for the class or group con-
cerned takes effect.

(E) In the case of an insurable dependent
who is a spouse, the date of marriage of the
spouse to the member.

(F) In the case of an insurable dependent
who is a child, the date of birth of such child
or, if the child is not the natural child of the
member, the date on which the child acquires
status as an insurable dependent of the mem-
ber.

(b) Any member (other than one who has
elected not to be insured under this subchapter
for the period or periods of duty involved)—
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(1) who, when authorized or required by com-
petent authority, assumes an obligation to
perform (for less than thirty-one days) active
duty, or active duty for training, or inactive
duty training scheduled in advance by com-
petent authority; and

(2) who is rendered uninsurable at standard
premium rates according to the good health
standards approved by the Secretary, or dies
within one hundred and twenty days there-
after, from a disability, or aggravation of a
preexisting disability, incurred by such mem-
ber while proceeding directly to or returning
directly from such active duty, active duty for
training, or inactive duty training as the case
may be;

shall be deemed to have been on active duty, ac-
tive duty for training, or inactive duty training,
as the case may be, and to have been insured
under this subchapter at the time such dis-
ability was incurred or aggravated, and if death
occurs within one hundred and twenty days
thereafter as a result of such disability to have
been insured at the time of death. In deter-
mining whether or not such individual was so
authorized or required to perform such duty, and
whether or not such member was rendered unin-
surable or died within one hundred and twenty
days thereafter from a disability so incurred or
aggravated, there shall be taken into account
the call or order to duty, the orders and author-
izations of competent authority, the hour on
which the member began to so proceed or to re-
turn, the hour on which such member was sched-
uled to arrive for, or on which such member
ceased to perform such duty; the method of
travel employed; such member’s itinerary; the
manner in which the travel was performed; and
the immediate cause of disability or death.
Whenever any claim is filed alleging that the
claimant is entitled to benefits by reason of this
subsection, the burden of proof shall be on the
claimant.

(c) If a person eligible for insurance under this
subchapter is not so insured, or is insured for
less than the maximum amount provided for the
person under subparagraph (A) of subsection
(a)(3), by reason of an election made by a mem-
ber under subparagraph (B) of that subsection,
the person may thereafter be insured under this
subchapter in the maximum amount or any less-
er amount elected as provided in such subpara-
graph (B) upon written application by the mem-
ber, proof of good health of each person (other
than a child) to be so insured, and compliance
with such other terms and conditions as may be
prescribed by the Secretary. Any former mem-
ber insured under Veterans’ Group Life Insur-
ance who again becomes eligible for
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance and de-
clines such coverage solely for the purpose of
maintaining such member’s Veterans’ Group
Life Insurance in effect shall upon termination
of coverage under Veterans’ Group Life Insur-
ance be automatically insured under
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance, if other-
wise eligible therefor.

(d) Whenever a member has the opportunity to
make an election under subsection (a) not to be
insured under this subchapter, or to be insured
under this subchapter in an amount less than
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the maximum amount in effect under paragraph
(3)(A)(1) of that subsection, and at such other
times periodically thereafter as the Secretary
concerned considers appropriate, the Secretary
concerned shall furnish to the member general
information concerning life insurance. Such in-
formation shall include—
(1) the purpose and role of life insurance in
financial planning;
(2) the difference between term life insur-
ance and whole life insurance;
(3) the availability of commercial life insur-
ance; and
4) the relationship between
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance and
Veterans’ Group Life Insurance.

(e) The effective date and time for any change
in benefits under the Servicemembers’ Group
Life Insurance Program shall be based on the
date and time according to the time zone imme-
diately west of the International Date Line.

(f)(1) If a member who is married and who is
eligible for insurance under this section makes
an election under subsection (a)(2)(A) not to be
insured under this subchapter, the Secretary
concerned shall notify the member’s spouse, in
writing, of that election.

(2) In the case of a member who is married and
who is insured under this section and whose
spouse is designated as a beneficiary of the
member under this subchapter, whenever the
member makes an election under subsection
(a)(3)(B) for insurance of the member in an
amount that is less than the maximum amount
provided under subsection (a)(3)(A)({), the Sec-
retary concerned shall notify the member’s
spouse, in writing, of that election—

(A) in the case of the first such election; and

(B) in the case of any subsequent such elec-
tion if the effect of such election is to reduce
the amount of insurance coverage of the mem-
ber from that in effect immediately before
such election.

(3) In the case of a member who is married and
who is insured under this section, if the member
makes a designation under section 1970(a) of this
title of any person other than the spouse or a
child of the member as the beneficiary of the
member for any amount of insurance under this
subchapter, the Secretary concerned shall notify
the member’s spouse, in writing, that such a
beneficiary designation has been made by the
member, except that such a notification is not
required if the spouse has previously received
such a notification under this paragraph and if
immediately before the new designation by the
member under section 1970(a) of this title the
spouse is not a designated beneficiary of the
member for any amount of insurance under this
subchapter.

(4) A notification required by this subsection
is satisfied by a good faith effort to provide the
required information to the spouse at the last
address of the spouse in the records of the Sec-
retary concerned. Failure to provide a notifica-
tion required under this subsection in a timely
manner does not affect the validity of any elec-
tion specified in paragraph (1) or (2) or bene-
ficiary designation specified in paragraph (3).

(Added Pub. L. 89-214, §1(a), Sept. 29, 1965, 79
Stat. 881, §767; amended Pub. L. 91-291, §2, June
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25, 1970, 84 Stat. 327; Pub. L. 93-289, §4, May 24,
1974, 88 Stat. 166; Pub. L. 97-66, title IV, §401(a),
Oct. 17, 1981, 95 Stat. 1030; Pub. L. 99-166, title
IV, §401(a), Dec. 3, 1985, 99 Stat. 956; Pub. L.
99-576, title VII, §701(37), Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat.
3293; Pub. L. 102-25, title III, §336(a), Apr. 6, 1991,
105 Stat. 89; renumbered §1967 and amended Pub.
L. 102-83, §§4(b)(1), (2)(E), 5(a), (¢)(1), Aug. 6, 1991,
105 Stat. 404-406; Pub. L. 102-568, title II, §201,
Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4324; Pub. L. 103-160, div.
A, title XI, §1175(a), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1768;
Pub. L. 103-337, div. A, title VI, §651(b), Oct. 5,
1994, 108 Stat. 2792; Pub. L. 104-106, div. A, title
VI, §646, Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 369; Pub. L.
104-275, title IV, §§402(b), 404, 405(b)(1)(A), Oct. 9,
1996, 110 Stat. 3337, 3339; Pub. L. 106-419, title III,
§§312(a), 313(b), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1854, 1855;
Pub. L. 107-14, §4(b), June 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 26;
Pub. L. 109-13, div. A, title I, §1012(a)-(c)(1), (d),
(f), May 11, 2005, 119 Stat. 244-246; Pub. L. 109-80,
§§82, 3(a), 4, 5(a), Sept. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2045, 2046;
Pub. L. 110-389, title IV, §403(a)(1), (2)(A), Oct. 10,
2008, 122 Stat. 4174; Pub. L. 111-275, title X,
§1001(d)(1), Oct. 13, 2010, 124 Stat. 2896; Pub. L.
112-239, div. A, title VI, §642, Jan. 2, 2013, 126
Stat. 1783; Pub. L. 115-232, div. A, title VI, §625,
Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1801; Pub. L. 116-283, div.
A, title X, §1081(b), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3873;
Pub. L. 117-209, §2(a), Oct. 17, 2022, 136 Stat.
2243.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2022—Subsec. (a)(3)(A)(d). Pub. L. 117-209 substituted
“$500,000" for ‘*$400,000"".

2021—Subsec. (a)(3)(D). Pub. L. 116-283 inserted a
comma after ‘‘theater of operations’ in introductory
provisions.

2018—Subsec. (a)(3)(A). Pub. L. 115-232, §625(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘subparagraphs (B), (C), and (D)”’ for ‘‘subpara-
graphs (B) and (C)”’ in introductory provisions.

Subsec. (a)(3)(D). Pub. L. 115-232, §625(2), added sub-
par. (D).

2013—Subsec. (a)(1)(A)({i), (C)({i). Pub. L. 112-239 in-
serted ‘‘(other than a dependent who is also a member
of a uniformed service and, because of such member-
ship, is automatically insured under this paragraph)”’
after ‘‘insurable dependent of the member’’.

2010—Subsec. (a)(3)(B). Pub. L. 111-275 substituted
‘‘spouse,” for ‘‘spouse,,”.
2008—Subsec. (a)(1)(C), (5)(C). Pub. L. 110-389 sub-

stituted ‘‘subparagraph (B) or (C) of section 1965(5) of
this title” for ‘‘section 1965(5)(B) of this title’’.

2005—Subsec. (a)(2)(A). Pub. L. 109-13, §1012(d), which
directed insertion of ‘¢, except with respect to insur-
ance provided under paragraph (3)(A)(i)(III)”’ before pe-
riod at end, was repealed by Pub. L. 109-80, §2. See Ef-
fective and Termination Dates of 2006 Amendments
note below.

Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 109-13, §1012(f)(1), which di-
rected addition of subpar. (C), was repealed by Pub. L.
109-80, §2. See Effective and Termination Dates of 2005
Amendments note below. Subpar. (C) read as follows:
“Pursuant to regulations prescribed by the Secretary
of Defense, notice of an election of a member with a
spouse not to be insured under this subchapter, or to be
insured under this subchapter in an amount less than
the maximum amount provided under paragraph
(3)(A)(i)(I), shall be provided to the spouse of the mem-
ber.”

Subsec. (a)(3)(A). Pub. L. 109-13, §1012(f)(2)(A), which
directed substitution of *‘, (C), and (D)” for ‘‘and (C)”
in introductory provisions, was repealed by Pub. L.
109-80, §2. See Effective and Termination Dates of 2005
Amendments note below.
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Subsec. (a)(3)(A)({i). Pub. L.
stituted ¢$400,000” for ‘‘$250,000"".

Pub. L. 109-13, §1012(a)(1), which directed the addition
of cl. (i) and the striking of former cl. (i), was repealed
by Pub. L. 109-80, §2. See Effective and Termination
Dates of 20056 Amendments note below. The cl. (i) added
by Pub. L. 109-13 read as follows: ‘‘In the case of a mem-
ber—

‘() $400,000 or such lesser amount as the member
may elect as provided in subparagraph (B);

‘(II) in the case of a member covered by subsection
(e), the amount provided for or elected by the mem-
ber under subclause (I) plus the additional amount of
insurance provided for the member by subsection (e);
or

‘“(ITI) in the case of a member covered by subsection
(e) who has made an election under paragraph (2)(A)
not to be insured under this subchapter, the amount
of insurance provided for the member by subsection
e).”

Subsec. (a)(3)(B). Pub. L. 109-80, §5(a), substituted
“member, be evenly divisible by $50,000 and, in the case
of a member’s spouse,” for ‘‘member or spouse’’.

Pub. L. 109-13, §1012(b), which directed substitution of
“member, be evenly divisible by $50,000 and, in the case
of a member’s spouse’’ for ‘‘member or spouse’’, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 109-80, §2. See Effective and Termi-
nation Dates of 2005 Amendments note below.

Subsec. (a)(3)(D), (E). Pub. L. 109-13, §1012(£)(2)(B),
which directed addition of subpars. (D) and (E), was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 109-80, §2. See Effective and Termi-
nation Dates of 2006 Amendments note below. Subpars.
(D) and (E) read as follows:

‘(D) A member with a spouse may not elect not to be
insured under this subchapter, or to be insured under
this subchapter in an amount less than the maximum
amount provided under subparagraph (A)@i)(I), without
the written consent of the spouse.

‘“(E) Whenever a member who is not married elects
not to be insured under this subchapter, or to be in-
sured under this subchapter in an amount less than the
maximum amount provided for under subparagraph
(A)(A)(T), the Secretary concerned shall provide a notice
of such election to any person designated by the mem-
ber as a beneficiary or designated as the member’s
next-of-kin for the purpose of emergency notification,
as determined under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense.”

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109-80, §3(a)(2), substituted ‘‘in ef-
fect under paragraph (3)(A)(i) of that subsection’ for
““of $250,000”’ in introductory provisions.

Pub. L. 109-13, §1012(a)(2), which directed substitution
of ‘400,000 for ¢‘$250,000’ in introductory provisions,
was repealed by Pub. L. 109-80, §2. See Effective and
Termination Dates of 2006 Amendments note below.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109-13, §1012(c)(1), which directed
addition of subsec. (e) and redesignation of former sub-
sec. (e) as (f), was repealed by Pub. L. 109-80, §2. See Ef-
fective and Termination Dates of 2006 Amendments
note below. The subsec. (e) added by Pub. L. 109-13 read
as follows:

‘““(e)(1) A member covered by this subsection is any
member as follows:

“(A) Any member who dies as a result of one or
more wounds, injuries, or illnesses incurred while
serving in an operation or area that the Secretary
designates, in writing, as a combat operation or a
zone of combat, respectively, for purposes of this sub-
section.

‘(B) Any member who formerly served in an oper-
ation or area so designated and whose death is deter-
mined (under regulations prescribed by the Secretary
of Defense) to be the direct result of injury or illness
incurred or aggravated while so serving.

‘(2) The additional amount of insurance under this
subchapter that is provided for a member by this sub-
section is $150,000, except that in a case in which the
amount provided for or elected by the member under
subsection (a)(3)(A)({A)(I) exceeds $250,000, the additional
amount of insurance under this subchapter that is pro-

109-80, §3(a)(1), sub-
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vided for the member by this subsection shall be re-
duced to such amount as is necessary to comply with
the limitation in paragraph (3).

““(3) The total amount of insurance payable for a
member under this subchapter may not exceed $400,000.

‘“(4) While a member is serving in an operation or
area designated as described in paragraph (1), the cost
of insurance of the member under this subchapter that
is attributable to $150,000 of insurance coverage shall,
at the election of the Secretary concerned—

““(A) be contributed as provided in section 1969(b)(2)
of this title, rather through deduction or withholding
from the member’s pay; or

‘“(B) if deducted or withheld from the member’s
pay, be reimbursed to the member through such
mechanism as the Secretary concerned determines
appropriate.”’

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 109-80, §4, added subsec. (f).

Pub. L. 109-13, §1012(c)(1)(A), which directed redesig-
nation of subsec. (e) as (f), was repealed by Pub. L.
109-80, §2. See Effective and Termination Dates of 2005
Amendments note below.

2001—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107-14, §4(b)(1), amended
subsec. (a) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a)
read as follows: ‘““Any policy of insurance purchased by
the Secretary under section 1966 of this title shall auto-
matically insure against death—

‘(1) any member of a uniformed service on active
duty, active duty for training, or inactive duty train-
ing scheduled in advance by competent authority;
and

‘“(2) any member of the Ready Reserve of a uni-
formed service who meets the qualifications set forth
in subparagraph (B) or (C) of section 1965(5) of this
title;

in the amount of $250,000, unless such member elects in
writing (A) not to be insured under this subchapter, or
(B) to be insured in an amount less than $250,000 that
is evenly divisible by $10,000. The insurance shall be ef-
fective the first day of active duty or active duty for
training, or the beginning of a period of inactive duty
training scheduled in advance by competent authority,
or the first day a member of the Ready Reserve meets
the qualifications set forth in subparagraph (B) or (C)
of section 1965(5) of this title, or the date certified by
the Secretary to the Secretary concerned as the date
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance under this sub-
chapter for the class or group concerned takes effect,
whichever is the later date.”

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 107-14, §4(b)(2), inserted first sen-
tence and struck out former first sentence which read
as follows: “If any member elects not to be insured
under this subchapter or to be insured in any amount
less than $250,000, such member may thereafter be in-
sured under this subchapter in the amount of $250,000 or
any lesser amount evenly divisible by $10,000 upon writ-
ten application, proof of good health, and compliance
with such other terms and conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the Secretary.”

2000—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106-419, §313(b), substituted
‘‘subparagraph (B) or (C) of section 1965(5) of this title”’
for ‘‘section 1965(5)(B) of this title’’ in par. (2) and con-
cluding provisions.

Pub. L. 106-419, §312(a), substituted $250,000” for
€¢$200,000”’ in two places in concluding provisions.

Subsecs. (¢), (d). Pub. L. 106-419, §312(a), substituted
€‘$250,000”" for ‘$200,000”’ in two places in subsec. (¢) and
in introductory provisions of subsec. (d).

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-275, §405(b)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Servicemembers’ Group’’ for ‘‘Servicemen’s
Group’’ in concluding provisions.

Pub. L. 104-275, §402(b)(1)(C), struck out ‘‘or the first
day a member of the Reserves, whether or not assigned
to the Retired Reserve of a uniformed service, meets
the qualifications of section 1965(5)(C) of this title, or
the first day a member of the Reserves meets the quali-
fications of section 1965(5)(D) of this title,” after ‘‘sec-
tion 1965(5)(B) of this title,”” in concluding provisions.

Pub. L. 104-106, §646(1), substituted °$200,000 for
€‘$100,000” in two places in concluding provisions.
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Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104-275, §402(b)(1)(A), inserted
“and’ at end.

Subsec. (a)(3), (4). Pub. L. 104-275, §402(b)(1)(B), struck
out pars. (3) and (4) which read as follows:

‘(3) any member assigned to, or who upon application
would be eligible for assignment to, the Retired Re-
serve of a uniformed service who meets the qualifica-
tions set forth in section 1965(5)(C) of this title; and

‘“(4) any member assigned to the Retired Reserve of a
uniform service who meets the qualifications set forth
in section 1965(5)(D) of this title;”’.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104-275, §405(b)(1)(A), substituted
“Servicemembers’ Group’’ for ‘‘Servicemen’s Group’ in
two places.

Pub. L. 104-106, §646(1),
¢‘$100,000”’ in two places.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104-275, §§402(b)(2), 404, added sub-
sec. (d) and struck out former subsec. (d) which read as
follows: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section, any member who on May 1, 1991 is a member
of the Retired Reserve of a uniformed service (or who
upon application would be eligible for assignment to
the Retired Reserve of a uniformed service) may obtain
increased insurance coverage in the amount of $100,000
or any lesser amount evenly divisible by $10,000 if—

‘(1) the member—
‘“(A) is insured under this subchapter on May 1,
1991; or
‘(B) within one year after May 1, 1991, reinstates
insurance under this subchapter that had lapsed for
nonpayment of premiums; and
‘(2) the member submits a written application for
the increased coverage to the office established pur-
suant to section 1966(b) of this title within one year

after May 1, 1991.”

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104-275, §405(b)(1)(A), substituted
“Servicemembers’ Group’’ for ‘‘Servicemen’s Group’’.

Pub. L. 104-106, §646(2), (3), redesignated subsec. (f) as
(e) and struck out former subsec. (e) which read as fol-
lows: “‘In addition to the amounts of insurance other-
wise provided under this section, an eligible member
may, upon application, obtain increased coverage be-
yond that provided under this section in the amount of
$100,000, or any lesser amount evenly divisible by
$10,000.”

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 104-106, §646(3), redesignated sub-
sec. (f) as (e).

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-337, §651(b)(4), inserted
“‘or the first day a member of the Reserves meets the
qualifications of section 1965(5)(D) of this title,” after
“‘section 1965(5)(C) of this title,”” in second sentence.

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 103-337, §651(b)(1)—(3), added
par. (4).

1993—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 103-160 added subsec. (f).

1992—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 102-568 added subsec. (e).

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 767 of
this title as this section.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted 1966
for 766, <1965(5)(B)”’ for ‘“765(5)(B)’’ in two places, and
£“1965(5)(C)”’ for ‘“765(5)(C)”’ in two places.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted ‘Sec-
retary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’” in introductory provisions
and in last sentence.

Pub. L. 102-25, §336(a)(1), substituted ‘$100,000" for
¢“$50,000”" in two places in concluding provisions.

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E),
stituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘‘Administrator’.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
“Secretary” for ‘“‘Administrator’.

Pub. L. 102-25, §336(a)(1), substituted ‘$100,000 for
¢‘$50,000”" in two places.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1),
¢1966(b)*’ for <“766(b)”’ in par. (2).

Pub. L. 102-54, §336(a)(2), substituted ‘“May 1, 1991
for ‘“January 1, 1986’ wherever appearing and ‘‘$100,000"’
for *‘$50,000”’ in introductory provisions.

1986—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99-576, §701(37)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘such member’’ for ‘“him”’, ‘“‘such member’’ for
‘“‘he” in three places, and ‘‘such member’s’’ for ‘‘his”.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 99-576, §701(37)(B)(i), substituted
“such member’s” for ‘“‘his”’.

substituted °$200,000"" for

sub-

substituted

TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS

§1967

Pub. L. 99-576, § 701(37)(B)(ii), which directed that sub-
sec. (c) be amended by substituting ‘‘such member”’ for
‘““he”’, could not be executed, because ‘‘he’’ does not ap-
pear in text. See 1985 Amendment note below.

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99-166, §401(a)(1), increased
the amount of insurance to $50,000 from $35,000 and sub-
stituted ‘“‘an amount less than $50,000 that is evenly di-
visible by $10,000" for ‘‘the amount of $30,000, $25,000,
$20,000, $15,000, $10,000, or $5,000”".

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 99-166, §401(a)(2), substituted ‘“‘any
amount less than $50,000, such member may thereafter
be insured under this subchapter in the amount of
$50,000 or any lesser amount evenly divisible by $10,000"’
for ‘‘the amount of $30,000, $25,000, $20,000, $15,000,
$10,000, or $5,000, he may thereafter be insured under
this subchapter or insured in the amount of $35,000,
$30,000, $25,000, $20,000, $15,000, or $10,000 under this sub-
chapter, as the case may be,”’.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99-166, §401(a)(3), substituted
“January 1, 1986 for ‘‘the effective date of this sub-
section” wherever appearing, and substituted ‘‘in the
amount of $50,000 or any lesser amount evenly divisible
by $10,000” for ‘“‘up to a maximum of $35,000 (in any
amount divisible by $5,000)"’.

1981—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97-66, §401(a)(1), substituted
“in the amount of $35,000 unless such member elects in
writing (A) not to be insured under this subchapter, or
(B) to be insured in the amount of $30,000, $25,000,
$20,000, $15,000, $10,000, or $5,000” for ‘‘in the amount of
$20,000 unless such member elects in writing (A) not to
be insured under this subchapter, or (B) to be insured
in the amount of $15,000, $10,000, or $5,000"".

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 97-66, §401(a)(2), substituted ‘‘in-
sured in the amount of $30,000, $25,000, $20,000, $15,000,
$10,000, or $5,000, he may thereafter be insured under
this subchapter or insured in the amount of $35,000,
$30,000, $25,000, $20,000, $15,000, or $10,000 under this sub-
chapter” for ‘“‘insured in the amount of $15,000, $10,000,
or $5,000, he may thereafter be insured under this sub-
chapter or insured in the amount of $20,000, $15,000, or
$10,000 under this subchapter’.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97-66, §401(a)(3), added subsec. (d).

1974—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93-289, §4(1), authorized in-
surance for any member of Ready Reserve who meets
qualifications set forth in section 765(5)(B) of this title,
and any member assigned to, or who upon application
would be eligible for assignment to, the Retired Re-
serve who meets the qualifications set forth in section
765(5)(C) of this title, increased the amount of insur-
ance from $15,000 to $20,000, permitted a member to
elect to be insured for $15,000, and prescribed the effec-
tive dates of insurance for members of the Ready Re-
serve and members of the Reserves, whether or not as-
signed to the Retired Reserves.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93-289, §4(2), substituted ‘‘one
hundred and twenty days’ for ‘“‘ninety days’ in three
places.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93-289, §4(3), inserted provisions
authorizing members who elected to be insured in
amounts of $15,000, $10,000, or $5,000 to increase the
amount of insurance to $20,000, and inserted sentence
providing for automatic insurance for former members
insured under Veterans’ Group Life Insurance who de-
cline coverage under Servicemen’s Group Life Insur-
ance.

1970—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91-291 increased from $10,000
to $15,000 maximum amount of insurance authorized for
members of uniformed services and inserted references
to active duty for training and inactive duty training
scheduled in advance by competent authority.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 91-291 added subsec. (b). Former
subsec. (b) redesignated (c).

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 91-291 redesignated former subsec.
(b) as subsec. (¢) and inserted provisions reflecting the
increase from $10,000 to $15,000 in maximum available
insurance for members of uniformed services.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 117-209, §2(b), Oct. 17, 2022, 136 Stat. 2243, pro-
vided that: ‘““The amendment made by subsection (a)
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[amending this section] shall take effect on the later
of—
‘(1) the date that is 60 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act [Oct. 17, 2022]; or
‘“(2) the date on which the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs determines that—

‘“(A) the amount for which a member will be in-
sured pursuant to the amendment made by sub-
section (a) and the premiums for such amount are
administratively and actuarially sound for the
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance program
under subchapter III of chapter 19 of title 38, United
States Code, and the Veterans’ Group Life Insur-
ance program under section 1977 of such title; and

‘“(B) the increase in such amount carried out pur-
suant to the amendment will not result in such pro-
grams operating at a loss.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 110-389, title IV, §403(e)(1), Oct. 10, 2008, 122
Stat. 4174, provided that: ‘“The amendments made by
subsection (a) [amending this section and section 1969
of this title] shall take effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Oct. 10, 2008].”

EFFECTIVE AND TERMINATION DATES OF 2005
AMENDMENTS

Pub. L. 109-80, §2, Sept. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2045, pro-
vided that: “Effective as of August 31, 2005, section 1012
of division A of the Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror,
and Tsunami Relief, 2005 (Public Law 109-13; 119 Stat.
244) [amending this section and sections 1969, 1970, and
1977 of this title and enacting provisions set out as a
note under this section], including the amendments
made by that section, are repealed, and sections 1967,
1969, 1970, and 1977 of title 38, United States Code, shall
be applied as if that section had not been enacted.”

Pub. L. 109-80, §3(c), Sept. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2046, pro-
vided that: ‘“The amendments made by this section
[amending this section and section 1977 of this title]
shall take effect as of September 1, 2005, and shall apply
with respect to deaths occurring on or after that date.”

Pub. L. 109-80, §4, Sept. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2046, pro-
vided that the amendment made by that section is ef-
fective Sept. 1, 2005.

Pub. L. 109-80, §5(b), Sept. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2047, pro-
vided that: ‘“The amendment made by subsection (a)
[amending this section] shall take effect as of Sep-
tember 1, 2005.”

Pub. L. 109-77, §115, Sept. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2040, pro-
vided that: ‘“The provisions of, and amendments made
by, sections 1011, 1012, 1013, 1023, and 1026 of Public Law
109-13 [amending this section, sections 1969, 1970, and
1977 of this title, section 1478 of Title 10, Armed Forces,
and section 411h of Title 37, Pay and Allowances of the
Uniformed Services, and enacting provisions set out as
notes under this section, section 1478 of Title 10, and
section 411h of Title 37] shall continue in effect, not-
withstanding the fiscal year limitation in section 1011
[119 Stat. 244] and the provisions of sections 1012(i),
1013(e), 1023(c), and 1026(e) of that Public Law [enacting
provisions set out as notes under this section, section
1478 of Title 10, and section 411h of Title 37], through
the earlier of: (1) the date specified in section 106(3) of
this joint resolution [Dec. 31, 2005]; or (2) with respect
to any such section of Public Law 109-13, the date of
the enactment into law of legislation that supersedes
the provisions of, or the amendments made by, that
section.”

Pub. L. 109-13, div. A, title I, §1012(h), (i), May 11,
2005, 119 Stat. 246, which provided that section 1012 of
Pub. L. 109-13, amending this section and sections 1969,
1970, and 1977 of this title, would take effect on the first
day of the first month that began more than 90 days
after May 11, 2005, and would terminate on Sept. 30,
2005, and that provisions of such sections as in effect on
the day before May 11, 2005, would be revived, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 109-80, §2, Sept. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2045,
effective Aug. 31, 2005.

TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS

Page 514

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2001 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 107-14 effective on the first
day of the first month that begins more than 120 days
after June 5, 2001, see section 4(g)(1) of Pub. L. 107-14,
set out as a note under section 101 of this title.

Pub. L. 107-14, §5, June 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 30, provided
that:

‘“(a) APPLICABILITY OF INCREASE IN BENEFIT.—Not-
withstanding subsection (c) of section 312 of the Vet-
erans Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of
2000 (Public Law 106-419; 114 Stat. 1854) [set out as a
note below], the amendments made by subsection (a) of
that section [amending this section] shall take effect
on October 1, 2000, with respect to any member of the
uniformed services who died in the performance of duty
(as determined by the Secretary concerned) during the
period beginning on October 1, 2000, and ending at the
close of March 31, 2001, and who on the date of death
was insured under the Servicemembers’ Group Life In-
surance program under subchapter IIT of chapter 19 of
title 38, United States Code, for the maximum coverage
available under that program.

‘“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘Secretary concerned’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 101(25) of title 38,
United States Code.

‘“(2) The term ‘uniformed services’ has the meaning
given that term in section 1965(6) of title 38, United
States Code.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 106-419, title III, §312(c), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat.
1854, provided that: ‘“The amendments made by this
section [amending this section and section 1977 of this
title] shall take effect on the first day of the first
month that begins more than 120 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000].”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 104-106, div. A, title VI, §646, Feb. 10, 1996, 110
Stat. 369, provided that the amendments made by that
section are effective Apr. 1, 1996.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 103-160, div. A, title XI, §1175(b), Nov. 30, 1993,
107 Stat. 1768, provided that: ‘“The amendment made by
subsection (a) [amending this section] shall apply with
respect to amendments to chapter 19 of title 38, United
States Code, that take effect after November 29, 1992.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 102-568 effective Dec. 1, 1992,
see section 205 of Pub. L. 102-568, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 1922A of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1991 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 102-25, title III, §336(c)(1), Apr. 6, 1991, 105
Stat. 90, provided that: ‘“The amendments made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall apply with re-
spect to deaths on or after the date of the enactment
of this Act [Apr. 6, 1991].”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 99-166, title IV, §401(c), Dec. 3, 1985, 99 Stat.
957, as amended by Pub. L. 99-227, §3, Dec. 28, 1985, 99
Stat. 1745, provided that:

‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the amend-
ments made by subsections (a) and (b) [amending this
section and section 777 [now 1977] of this title] shall
take effect on January 1, 1986.

‘“(2) The amendment made by subsection (a)(1)(A)
[amending this section] shall be deemed to have taken
effect on December 12, 1985, with respect to members
who—

““(A) died after December 11, 1985, and before Janu-
ary 1, 1986; and

“(B) were, on the date of death, insured in the
amount of $35,000 under subchapter III of chapter 19 of
title 38, United States Code.”
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 97-66 effective Dec. 1, 1981, see
section 701(b)(2) of Pub. L. 97-66, set out as a note under
section 1114 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 93-289, §12(3), May 24, 1974, 88 Stat. 173, pro-
vided that: “The amendments increasing the maximum
amount of Servicemen’s Group Life Insurance shall be-
come effective upon the date of enactment of this Act
[May 24, 1974].”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 91-291 effective June 25, 1970,
see section 14(a) of Pub. L. 91-291, set out as a note
under section 1317 of this title.

PAYMENT OF DEATH GRATUITY TO SGLI BENEFICIARIES

Pub. L. 103-139, title VIII, §8134, Nov. 11, 1993, 107
Stat. 1471, required Secretary of Defense to pay death
gratuity to each beneficiary under Servicemen’s Group
Life Insurance policy in case of each deceased member
of uniformed services who died on or after Oct. 29, 1992,
and before Dec. 1, 1992, and whose death was in perform-
ance of duty.

§1968. Duration and termination of coverage;
conversion

(a) Each policy purchased under this sub-
chapter shall contain a provision, in terms ap-
proved by the Secretary, to the effect that any
insurance thereunder on any member of the uni-
formed services, and any insurance thereunder
on any insurable dependent of such a member,
unless discontinued or reduced upon the written
request of the insured (or discontinued pursuant
to section 1969(a)(2)(B) of this title), shall con-
tinue in effect while the member is on active
duty, active duty for training, or inactive duty
training scheduled in advance by competent au-
thority during the period thereof, or while the
member meets the qualifications set forth in
subparagraph (B) or (C) of section 1965(5) of this
title and such insurance shall cease as follows:

(1) With respect to a member on active duty
or active duty for training under a call or
order to duty that does not specify a period of
less than 31 days, insurance under this sub-
chapter shall cease as follows:

(A) 120 days after the separation or release
from active duty or active duty for training,
unless on the date of such separation or re-
lease the member is totally disabled, under
criteria established by the Secretary, in
which event the insurance shall cease on the
earlier of the following dates (but in no
event before the end of 120 days after such
separation or release):

(i) The date on which the insured ceases
to be totally disabled.

(ii) The date that is two years after the
date of separation or release from such ac-
tive duty or active duty for training.

(B) At the end of the thirty-first day of a
continuous period of (i) absence without
leave, (ii) confinement by civil authorities
under a sentence adjudged by a civilian
court, or (iii) confinement by military au-
thorities under a courtmartial sentence in-
volving total forfeiture of pay and allow-
ances. Any insurance so terminated as the
result of such an absence or confinement, to-
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gether with any beneficiary designation in
effect for such insurance at such termi-
nation thereof, shall be automatically re-
vived as of the date the member is restored
to active duty with pay or to active duty for
training with pay.

(2) With respect to a member on active duty
or active duty for training under a call or
order to duty that specifies a period of less
than 31 days, insurance under this subchapter
shall cease at midnight, local time, on the last
day of such duty, unless on such date the in-
sured is suffering from a disability incurred or
aggravated during such period which, within
120 days after such date, (i) results in death, or
(ii) renders the member uninsurable at stand-
ard premium rates according to the good
health standards approved by the Secretary, in
which event the insurance shall continue in
force to death, or for 120 days after such date,
whichever is the earlier date.

(3) With respect to a member on inactive
duty training scheduled in advance by com-
petent authority, insurance under this sub-
chapter shall cease at the end of such sched-
uled training period, unless at such time the
insured is suffering from a disability incurred,
or aggravated during such period which, with-
in 120 days after the date of such training, (i)
results in death, or (ii) renders the member
uninsurable at standard premium rates ac-
cording to the good health standards approved
by the Secretary in which event the insurance
shall continue in force to death, or for 120 days
after the date such training terminated,
whichever is the earlier date.

(4) With respect to a member of the Ready
Reserve of a uniformed service who meets the
qualifications set forth in subparagraph (B) or
(C) of section 1965(5) of this title, insurance
under this subchapter shall cease 120 days
after separation or release from such assign-
ment, unless on the date of such separation or
release the member is totally disabled, under
criteria established by the Secretary, in which
event the insurance shall cease on the earlier
of the following dates (but in no event before
the end of 120 days after separation or release
from such assignment):

(A) The date on which the insured ceases
to be totally disabled.

(B) The date that is two years after the
date of separation or release from such as-
signment.

(5) With respect to an insurable dependent of
the member, insurance under this subchapter
shall cease—

(A) 120 days after the date of an election
made in writing by the member to terminate
the coverage; or

(B) on the earliest of—

(i) 120 days after the date of the mem-
ber’s death;

(ii)(I) in the case of a member of the
Ready Reserve of a uniformed service who
meets the qualifications set forth in sub-
paragraph (B) or (C) of section 1965(5) of
this title, 120 days after separation or re-
lease from such assignment; or

(IT) in the case of any other member of
the uniformed services, 120 days after the
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