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fits Administration or other programs that could 
serve as widespread protective factors against sui-
cide. 

‘‘(E) Improvements that could be made to ensure 
the National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual 
Report required under subsection (a) is accurate 
and comprehensive and provides insights for mak-
ing improvements to the suicide prevention efforts 
of the Department. 
‘‘(4) REPORT ON ASSESSMENT.—

‘‘(A) REPORT ON FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—Not later than 60 days after completing an 
assessment required by paragraph (1), the private 
sector entity or entities carrying out the assess-
ment shall submit to the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs and the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives a re-
port on the findings and recommendations of the 
private sector entity or entities with respect to 
such assessment. 

‘‘(B) REPORT ON PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS.—Not 
later than 60 days after receiving a report under 
paragraph (1) [probably should be ‘‘subparagraph 
(A)’’] with respect to an assessment required by 
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives a report on how the 
Department plans to improve the National Veteran 
Suicide Prevention Annual Report required under 
subsection (a) based on such assessment. 
‘‘(5) PRIVATE SECTOR ENTITY DESCRIBED.—A private 

sector entity described in this paragraph is a private 
entity that—

‘‘(A) specializes in analyzing large-scale organiza-
tional data collection and analysis efforts, espe-
cially with respect to the health care sector; and 

‘‘(B) has experience and proven outcomes in opti-
mizing the accuracy and comprehensiveness of data 
collection and analysis related to suicide. 

‘‘(c) REPORT ON ADDITIONAL BENEFITS AND SERVICES 
FROM DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO PREVENT 
VETERAN SUICIDE.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than three years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Committees 
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives and publish on a publicly available 
website of the Department of Veterans Affairs a re-
port that analyzes which benefits and services under 
the laws administered by such Secretary, including 
such benefits and services furnished by the Veterans 
Benefits Administration, have the greatest impact on 
the prevention of suicide among veterans, including 
recommendations for potential expansion of services 
and benefits to reduce the number of veteran sui-
cides. 

‘‘(2) ASSESSMENT OF SOLID START PROGRAM.—The re-
port required by paragraph (1) shall include an anal-
ysis of the effectiveness of the Solid Start program 
under section 6320 of title 38, United States Code, on 
prevention of suicide among veterans. 
‘‘(d) TOOLKIT FOR STATE AND LOCAL CORONERS AND 

MEDICAL EXAMINERS ON BEST PRACTICES FOR IDENTI-
FYING AND REPORTING ON SUICIDE DEATHS OF VET-
ERANS.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, in collaboration with the Director of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, shall develop 
a toolkit for State and local coroners and medical ex-
aminers that contains best practices for—

‘‘(A) accurately identifying and reporting suicide 
deaths of veterans, including how to identify vet-
eran status; and 

‘‘(B) reporting such deaths to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention and other applicable 
entities. 
‘‘(2) AVAILABILITY.—Not later than two years after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall make the toolkit developed under paragraph (1) 
available on a publicly available website of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 

‘‘(3) OUTREACH.—The Secretary, in collaboration 
with the Director of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, shall conduct outreach to appro-
priate State and local agencies to promote the avail-
ability and use of the toolkit developed under para-
graph (1).’’

§ 1709C. Assistance for child care for certain vet-
erans receiving health care 

(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Secretary shall 
carry out a program to provide, subject to sub-
section (b), assistance to qualified veterans de-
scribed in subsection (c) to obtain child care so 
that such veterans can receive health care serv-
ices described in subsection (c)(2). 

(b) LIMITATION ON PERIOD OF PAYMENTS.—As-
sistance may be provided to a qualified veteran 
under this section for receipt of child care only 
during the period that the qualified veteran—

(1) receives the types of health care services 
described in subsection (c)(2) at a facility of 
the Department; and 

(2) requires travel to and return from such 
facility for the receipt of such health care 
services.

(c) QUALIFIED VETERANS.—For purposes of this 
section, a qualified veteran is a veteran who—

(1) is the primary caretaker of a child or 
children; and 

(2)(A) receives from the Department—
(i) regular mental health care services; 
(ii) intensive mental health care services; 

or 
(iii) such other intensive health care serv-

ices that the Secretary determines that pro-
vision of assistance to the veteran to obtain 
child care would improve access to such 
health care services by the veteran; or

(B) is in need of regular or intensive mental 
health care services from the Department, and 
but for lack of child care services, would re-
ceive such health care services from the De-
partment.

(d) LOCATIONS.—Not later than five years after 
the date of the enactment of the Deborah Samp-
son Act of 2020, the Secretary shall carry out the 
program at each medical center of the Depart-
ment. 

(e) FORMS OF CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE.—(1) 
Child care assistance under this section may in-
clude the following: 

(A) Stipends for the payment of child care 
offered by a licensed child care center (either 
directly or through a voucher program) that 
shall be, to the extent practicable, modeled 
after the Department of Veterans Affairs Child 
Care Subsidy Program established pursuant to 
section 630 of the Treasury and General Gov-
ernment Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law 
107–67; 115 Stat. 552). 

(B) Direct provision of child care at an on-
site facility of the Department. 

(C) Payments to private child care agencies. 
(D) Collaboration with facilities or programs 

of other Federal agencies. 
(E) Such other forms of assistance as the 

Secretary considers appropriate.

(2) In providing child care assistance under 
this section, the child care needs of the local 
area shall be considered and the head of each 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

medical center may select the type of care that 
is most appropriate or feasible for such medical 
center. 

(3) In the case that child care assistance under 
this section is provided as a stipend under para-
graph (1)(A), such stipend shall cover the full 
cost of such child care. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–315, title V, § 5107(a)(1), Jan. 
5, 2021, 134 Stat. 5030.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of the Deborah Sampson 
Act of 2020, referred to in subsec. (d), is the date of en-
actment of title V of Pub. L. 116–315, which was ap-
proved Jan. 5, 2021. 

Section 630 of the Treasury and General Government 
Appropriations Act, 2002, referred to in subsec. (e)(1)(A), 
is section 630 of Pub. L. 107–67, Nov. 12, 2001, 115 Stat. 
552, which was classified to section 490b–1 of former 
Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works, and 
was repealed and restated as section 590(g) of Title 40, 
Public Buildings, Property, and Works, by Pub. L. 
107–217, §§ 1, 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1118, 1327.

SUBCHAPTER II—HOSPITAL, NURSING 
HOME, OR DOMICILIARY CARE AND MED-
ICAL TREATMENT

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–581, title II, § 202(c), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2855, inserted ‘‘, NURSING HOME,’’ in subchapter 
heading. 

§ 1710. Eligibility for hospital, nursing home, and 
domiciliary care 

(a)(1) The Secretary (subject to paragraph (4)) 
shall furnish hospital care and medical services 
which the Secretary determines to be needed—

(A) to any veteran for a service-connected 
disability; and 

(B) to any veteran who has a service-con-
nected disability rated at 50 percent or more.

(2) The Secretary (subject to paragraph (4)) 
shall furnish hospital care and medical services, 
and may furnish nursing home care, which the 
Secretary determines to be needed to any vet-
eran—

(A) who has a compensable service-con-
nected disability rated less than 50 percent or, 
with respect to nursing home care during any 
period during which the provisions of section 
1710A(a) of this title are in effect, a compen-
sable service-connected disability rated less 
than 70 percent; 

(B) whose discharge or release from active 
military, naval, air, or space service was for a 
disability that was incurred or aggravated in 
the line of duty; 

(C) who is in receipt of, or who, but for a sus-
pension pursuant to section 1151 of this title 
(or both a suspension and the receipt of retired 
pay), would be entitled to disability compensa-
tion, but only to the extent that such vet-
eran’s continuing eligibility for such care is 
provided for in the judgment or settlement 
provided for in such section; 

(D) who is a former prisoner of war, who was 
awarded the medal of honor under section 7271, 

8291, or 9271 of title 10 or section 491 1 of title 
14, or who was awarded the Purple Heart; 

(E) who is a veteran of—
(i) the Mexican border period; 
(ii) World War I; or 
(iii) World War II;

(F) who is a toxic-exposed veteran, in ac-
cordance with subsection (e); or 

(G) who is unable to defray the expenses of 
necessary care as determined under section 
1722(a) of this title.

(3) In the case of a veteran who is not de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2), the Secretary 
may, to the extent resources and facilities are 
available and subject to the provisions of sub-
sections (f) and (g), furnish hospital care, med-
ical services, and nursing home care which the 
Secretary determines to be needed. 

(4) The requirement in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
that the Secretary furnish hospital care and 
medical services, the requirement in section 
1710A(a) of this title that the Secretary provide 
nursing home care, the requirement in section 
1710B of this title that the Secretary provide a 
program of extended care services, and the re-
quirement in section 1745 of this title to provide 
nursing home care and prescription medicines to 
veterans with service-connected disabilities in 
State homes shall be effective in any fiscal year 
only to the extent and in the amount provided 
in advance in appropriations Acts for such pur-
poses. 

(5) During any period during which the provi-
sions of section 1710A(a) of this title are not in 
effect, the Secretary may furnish nursing home 
care which the Secretary determines is needed 
to any veteran described in paragraph (1), with 
the priority for such care on the same basis as 
if provided under that paragraph. 

(b)(1) The Secretary may furnish to a veteran 
described in paragraph (2) of this subsection 
such domiciliary care as the Secretary deter-
mines is needed for the purpose of the furnishing 
of medical services to the veteran. 

(2) This subsection applies in the case of the 
following veterans: 

(A) Any veteran whose annual income (as de-
termined under section 1503 of this title) does 
not exceed the maximum annual rate of pen-
sion that would be applicable to the veteran if 
the veteran were eligible for pension under 
section 1521(d) of this title. 

(B) Any veteran who the Secretary deter-
mines has no adequate means of support.

(c) While any veteran is receiving hospital 
care or nursing home care in any Department 
facility, the Secretary may, within the limits of 
Department facilities, furnish medical services 
to correct or treat any non-service-connected 
disability of such veteran, in addition to treat-
ment incident to the disability for which such 
veteran is hospitalized, if the veteran is willing, 
and the Secretary finds such services to be rea-
sonably necessary to protect the health of such 
veteran. The Secretary may furnish dental serv-
ices and treatment, and related dental appli-
ances, under this subsection for a non-service-
connected dental condition or disability of a 
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