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erans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a
report on the findings and recommendations of
the private sector entity or entities with respect
to such assessment.

(B) Each report under subparagraph (A) with
respect to an assessment shall include an identi-
fication of the following:

(i) Any changes with respect to the matters
included in such assessment since the date
that is the later of the following:

(I) The date on which the independent as-
sessment under section 201 of the Veterans
Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of
2014 (Public Law 113-146; 38 U.S.C. 1701 note)
was completed.

(IT) The date on which the last assessment
under subsection (a) was completed.

(ii) Any recommendations regarding matters
to be covered by subsequent assessments under
subsection (a), including any additional mat-
ters to include for assessment or previously
assessed matters to exclude.

(2) Not later than 30 days after receiving a re-
port under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall
publish such report in the Federal Register and
on a publicly accessible internet website of the
Department.

(3) Not later than 90 days after receiving a re-
port under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a report
outlining the feasibility and advisability of im-
plementing the recommendations made by the
private sector entity or entities in such report
received, including an identification of the
timeline, cost, and any legislative authorities
necessary for such implementation.

(g) SUNSET.—The requirement to enter into
contracts under subsection (a) shall terminate
on December 31, 2055.

(Added Pub. L. 117-328, div. U, title I, §194(a),
Dec. 29, 2022, 136 Stat. 5440.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
DEADLINE FOR INITIAL ASSESSMENT

Pub. L. 117-328, div. U, title I, §194(c), Dec. 29, 2022, 136
Stat. 5444, provided that: ‘“The initial assessment under
section 1704A of title 38, United States Code, as added
by subsection (a), shall be completed by not later than
December 31, 2025.”’

§1705. Management of health care: patient en-
rollment system

(a) In managing the provision of hospital care
and medical services under section 1710(a) of this
title, the Secretary, in accordance with regula-
tions the Secretary shall prescribe, shall estab-
lish and operate a system of annual patient en-
rollment. The Secretary shall manage the en-
rollment of veterans in accordance with the fol-
lowing priorities, in the order listed:

(1) Veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities rated 50 percent or greater and veterans
who were awarded the medal of honor under
section 7271, 8291, or 9271 of title 10 or section
4911 of title 14.

1See References in Text note below.
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(2) Veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities rated 30 percent or 40 percent.

(3) Veterans who are former prisoners of war
or who were awarded the Purple Heart, vet-
erans with service-connected disabilities rated
10 percent or 20 percent, and veterans de-
scribed in subparagraphs (B) and (C) of section
1710(a)(2) of this title.

(4) Veterans who are in receipt of increased
pension based on a need of regular aid and at-
tendance or by reason of being permanently
housebound and other veterans who are cata-
strophically disabled.

(5) Veterans not covered by paragraphs (1)
through (4) who are unable to defray the ex-
penses of necessary care as determined under
section 1722(a) of this title.

(6) All other veterans eligible for hospital
care, medical services, and nursing home care
under section 1710(a)(2) of this title.

(7) Veterans described in section 1710(a)(3) of
this title who are eligible for treatment as a
low-income family under section 3(b) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437a(b)) for the area in which such veterans
reside, regardless of whether such veterans are
treated as single person families under para-
graph (3)(A) of such section 3(b) or as families
under paragraph (3)(B) of such section 3(b).

(8) Veterans described in section 1710(a)(3) of
this title who are not covered by paragraph
.

(b) In the design of an enrollment system
under subsection (a), the Secretary—

(1) shall ensure that the system will be man-
aged in a manner to ensure that the provision
of care to enrollees is timely and acceptable in
quality;

(2) may establish additional priorities within
each priority group specified in subsection (a),
as the Secretary determines necessary; and

(3) may provide for exceptions to the speci-
fied priorities where dictated by compelling
medical reasons.

(c)(1) The Secretary may not provide hospital
care or medical services to a veteran under para-
graph (2) or (3) of section 1710(a) of this title un-
less the veteran enrolls in the system of patient
enrollment established by the Secretary under
subsection (a).

(2) The Secretary shall provide hospital care
and medical services under section 1710(a)(1) of
this title, and under subparagraph (B) of section
1710(a)(2) of this title, for the 12-month period
following such veteran’s discharge or release
from service, to any veteran referred to in such
sections for a disability specified in the applica-
ble subparagraph of such section, notwith-
standing the failure of the veteran to enroll in
the system of patient enrollment referred to in
subsection (a) of this section.

(Added Pub. L. 104-262, title I, §104(a)(1), Oct. 9,
1996, 110 Stat. 3182; amended Pub. L. 106-117, title
I, §112(2), Nov. 30, 1999, 113 Stat. 1556; Pub. L.
107-135, title II, §202(a), Jan. 23, 2002, 115 Stat.
2457; Pub. L. 107-330, title III, §308(g)(4), Dec. 6,
2002, 116 Stat. 2828; Pub. L. 111-163, title V, §512,
May 5, 2010, 124 Stat. 1164; Pub. L. 114-315, title
VI, §603(a)(1), Dec. 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 1570; Pub. L.
115-232, div. A, title VIII, §809(n)(1)(A), Aug. 13,
2018, 132 Stat. 1843.)
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Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 491 of title 14, referred to in subsec. (a)(1),
was redesignated section 2732 of title 14 by Pub. L.
115282, title I, §116(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4226, and
references to section 491 of title 14 deemed to refer to
such redesignated section, see section 123(b)(1) of Pub.
L. 115-282, set out as a References to Redesignated Sec-
tions of Title 14 note preceding section 101 of Title 14,
Coast Guard.

AMENDMENTS

2018—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 115-232 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 7271, 8291, or 9271 of title 10 for ‘‘section 3741, 6241,
or 8741 of title 10”.

2016—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 114-315, §603(a)(1)(A), in-
serted ‘‘and veterans who were awarded the medal of
honor under section 3741, 6241, or 8741 of title 10 or sec-
tion 491 of title 14’ before period at end.

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 114-315, §603(a)(1)(B), struck
out ‘“‘veterans who were awarded the medal of honor
under section 3741, 6241, or 8741 of title 10 or section 491
of title 14,” after ‘‘awarded the Purple Heart,”.

2010—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 111-163 inserted ‘‘veterans
who were awarded the medal of honor under section
3741, 6241, or 8741 of title 10 or section 491 of title 14,”
after ‘‘the Purple Heart,”’.

2002—Subsec. (a)(7), (8). Pub. L. 107-135 added pars. (7)
and (8) and struck out former par. (7) which read as fol-
lows: ‘“‘Veterans described in section 1710(a)(3) of this
title.”

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 107-330 substituted ‘“‘The Sec-
retary’”’ for ‘‘Effective on October 1, 1998, the Sec-
retary’’.

1999—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 106-117 inserted ‘‘or who
were awarded the Purple Heart” after ‘‘former pris-
oners of war’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 115232 effective Feb. 1, 2019,
with provision for the coordination of amendments and
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800
of Pub. L. 115-232, set out as a note preceding section
3001 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 107-135, title II, §202(c), Jan. 23, 2002, 115 Stat.
2457, provided that: ‘“The amendments made by this
section [amending this section and section 1710 of this
title] shall take effect on October 1, 2002.”

APPLICATION

Pub. L. 114-315, title VI, §603(a)(2), Dec. 16, 2016, 130
Stat. 1570, provided that: ““The priority of enrollment of
medal of honor recipients in the system of annual pa-
tient enrollment established and operated under sec-
tion 1705(a) of such title [38 U.S.C. 1705(a)], as amended
by paragraph (1), shall apply to each such recipient, re-
gardless of the date on which the medal is awarded.”’

ASSESSMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION AND OPERATION OF
AMENDMENTS BY PUB. L. 104-262

Pub. L. 104-262, title I, §106, Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 3184,
provided that:

‘‘(a) ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish information systems to as-
sess the experience of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs in implementing sections 101, 103, and 104 [enact-
ing this section and section 1706 of this title, amending
sections 1525, 1701, 1703, 1710, 1712, 1712A, 1717, 1718, 1720,
1722, 1729, 2104, 5317, 8110, and 8111A of this title, and en-
acting provisions set out as a note under section 1701 of
this title], including the amendments made by those
sections, during fiscal year 1997. The Secretary shall es-
tablish those information systems in time to include
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assessments under such systems in the report required
under subsection (b).

‘“(b) REPORT.—Not later than March 1, 1998, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port reflecting the experience of the Department dur-
ing fiscal year 1997 on—

‘(1) the effect of implementation of, and provision
and management of care under, sections 101, 103, and
104 (including the amendments made by those sec-
tions) on demand for health care services from the
Department of Veterans Affairs by veterans described
in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of section 1710(a) of title
38, United States Code, as amended by section 101;

‘“(2) any differing patterns of demand on the part of
such veterans relating to such factors as relative dis-
tance from Department facilities and prior experi-
ence, or lack of experience, as recipients of care from
the Department;

‘“(3) the extent to which the Department has met
such demand for care; and

‘“(4) changes in health-care delivery patterns in De-
partment facilities and the fiscal impact of such
changes.

‘“(c) MATTERS To BE INCLUDED.—The report under
subsection (b) shall include detailed information with
respect to fiscal year 1997 regarding the following:

‘(1) The number of veterans enrolled for care at
each Department medical facility and, of such vet-
erans, the number enrolled at each such facility who
had not received care from the Department during
the preceding three fiscal years.

“(2) With respect to the veterans who had not re-
ceived care from the Department during the three
preceding fiscal years, the total cost of providing
care to such veterans, shown in total and separately
(A) by level of care, and (B) by reference to whether
care was furnished in Department facilities or under
contract arrangements.

“(3) With respect to the number of veterans de-
scribed in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of section 1710(a)
of title 38, United States Code, as amended by section
101, who applied for health care from the Department
during fiscal year 1997—

‘“(A) the number who applied for care (shown in
total and separately by facility);
“(B) the number who were denied enrollment

(shown in total and separately by facility); and

“(C) the number who were denied care which was
considered to be medically necessary but not of an
emergency nature (shown in total and separately
by facility).

‘“(4) The numbers and characteristics of, and the
type and extent of health care furnished to, veterans
enrolled for care (shown in total and separately by fa-
cility).

‘(6) The numbers and characteristics of, and the
type and extent of health care furnished to, veterans
not enrolled for care (shown separately by reference
to each class of eligibility, both in total and sepa-
rately by facility).

‘“(6) The specific fiscal impact (shown in total and
by geographic health-care delivery areas) of changes
in delivery patterns instituted under the amendments
made by this title [enacting this section and section
1706 of this title and amending sections 1525, 1701,
1703, 1710, 1712, 1712A, 1717, 1718, 1720, 1722, 1729, 2104,
5317, 8110, and 8111A of this title].”

§ 1705A. Management of health care: information
regarding health-plan contracts

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Any individual who seeks
hospital care or medical services under this
chapter shall provide to the Secretary such cur-
rent information as the Secretary may require
to identify any health-plan contract under
which such individual is covered.

(2) The information required to be provided to
the Secretary under paragraph (1) with respect
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