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1 See Special Benefit Allowance Rates note below. 

[SURVIVING SPOUSES OF VETERANS OF ALL 
PERIODS OF WAR—REPEALED]

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1978—Pub. L. 95–588, title I, § 112(a)(2), Nov. 4, 1978, 92 
Stat. 2505, struck out heading ‘‘SURVIVING SPOUSES OF 
VETERANS OF ALL PERIODS OF WAR’’ below section 543 
[now 1543]. 

1975—Pub. L. 94–169, title I, § 101(2)(I), Dec. 23, 1975, 89 
Stat. 1014, substituted ‘‘SURVIVING SPOUSES’’ for ‘‘WID-
OWS’’ in heading below section 543. 

[§ 1544. Vacant]

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Prior to renumbering of sections 501 to 543 of this 
chapter as sections 1501 to 1543 by Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), 
Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406, section 544 of this chapter, 
added Pub. L. 90–77, title I, § 108(a), Aug. 31, 1967, 81 
Stat. 180; amended Pub. L. 91–588, § 3(a), Dec. 24, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1583; Pub. L. 93–527, § 5, Dec. 21, 1974, 88 Stat. 1704; 
Pub. L. 94–169, title I, § 105, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1017; 
Pub. L. 94–432, title II, § 205, Sept. 30, 1976, 90 Stat. 1371; 
Pub. L. 95–204, title I, § 104, Dec. 2, 1977, 91 Stat. 1457, 
which authorized an increase by $79 of the monthly 
rate of pension payable to the surviving spouse if the 
surviving spouse was entitled to pension under this 
subchapter and was in need of regular aid and attend-
ance, was repealed by Pub. L. 95–588, title I, § 112(a)(1), 
title IV, § 401, Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2505, 2511, effective 
Jan. 1, 1979.

SUBCHAPTER IV—ARMY, NAVY, AIR 
FORCE, AND COAST GUARD MEDAL OF 
HONOR ROLL

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1963—Pub. L. 88–77, § 5(3), July 25, 1963, 77 Stat. 96, 
substituted ‘‘ARMY, NAVY, AIR FORCE, AND COAST 
GUARD’’ for ‘‘ARMY, NAVY, AND AIR FORCE’’ in sub-
chapter heading. 

[§§ 1560, 1561. Repealed. Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, 
title V, § 563(c)(1), Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 768] 

Section 1560, Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1139, 
§ 560; Pub. L. 87–138, § 1, Aug. 14, 1961, 75 Stat. 338; Pub. 
L. 88–77, § 5(1), July 25, 1963, 77 Stat. 95; Pub. L. 88–651, 
Oct. 13, 1964, 78 Stat. 1078; Pub. L. 89–311, § 4, Oct. 31, 
1965, 79 Stat. 1156; Pub. L. 91–24, § 5, June 11, 1969, 83 
Stat. 33; Pub. L. 94–169, title I, § 106(41), Dec. 23, 1975, 89 
Stat. 1019; renumbered § 1560 and amended Pub. L. 
102–83, §§ 4(b)(4)(A), 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 405, 
406; Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, § 1704(d), Nov. 25, 2002, 
116 Stat. 2315, related to persons eligible for Medal of 
Honor Roll. 

Section 1561, Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1139, 
§ 561; Pub. L. 87–138, § 2(a), Aug. 14, 1961, 75 Stat. 338; 
Pub. L. 88–77, § 5(2), July 25, 1963, 77 Stat. 95; Pub. L. 
94–169, title I, § 106(42), (43), Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1019; 
renumbered § 1561 and amended Pub. L. 102–83, §§ 4(b)(1), 
(2)(E), 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404–406, related 
to certificates issued to persons on the Medal of Honor 
Roll.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal applicable with respect to Medals of Honor 
awarded on or after Dec. 26, 2013, see section 563(d) of 
Pub. L. 113–66, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 1134a of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 1562. Special provisions relating to pension 

(a)(1) The Secretary shall pay monthly to each 
living person whose name has been entered on 
the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard 
Medal of Honor Roll, and a copy of whose certifi-
cate has been delivered to the Secretary under 
subsection (d) of section 1134a of title 10, a spe-
cial pension at the rate of $1,406.73, as adjusted 
from time to time under subsection (e),1 begin-
ning as of the date on which the person’s name 
is entered on the Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Coast Guard Medal of Honor Roll under sub-
section (b) of such section. 

(2)(A) Except as provided in subparagraphs (B) 
and (C), the Secretary shall pay special pension 
under this section to the surviving spouse of a 
person whose name has been entered on the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard Medal 
of Honor Roll and a copy of whose certificate 
has been delivered to the Secretary under sec-
tion 1134a(d) of title 10. 

(B) No special pension shall be paid to a sur-
viving spouse of a person under this section un-
less such surviving spouse was married to such 
person—

(i) for one year or more prior to the vet-
eran’s death; or 

(ii) for any period of time if a child was born 
of the marriage, or was born to them before 
the marriage.

(C) No special pension shall be paid to a sur-
viving spouse of a person under this section if 
such surviving spouse is receiving benefits under 
section 1311 or 1318 of this title. 

(b) The receipt of special pension shall not de-
prive any person of any other pension or other 
benefit, right, or privilege to which such person 
is or may hereafter be entitled under any exist-
ing or subsequent law. Special pension shall be 
paid in addition to all other payments under 
laws of the United States. 

(c) Special pension shall not be subject to any 
attachment, execution, levy, tax lien, or deten-
tion under any process whatever. 

(d) If any person has been awarded more than 
one medal of honor, or married to more than one 
person who has been awarded a medal of honor, 
such person shall not receive more than one spe-
cial pension. 

(e) Effective as of December 1 each year, the 
Secretary shall increase the amount of monthly 
special pension payable under subsection (a) as 
of November 30 of such year by the same per-
centage as the percentage by which benefit 
amounts payable under title II of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are increased ef-
fective December 1 of such year as a result of a 
determination under section 215(i) of that Act 
(42 U.S.C. 415(i)). 

(f)(1) The Secretary shall pay, in a lump sum, 
to each person who is in receipt of special pen-
sion payable under paragraph (1) of subsection 
(a), or under paragraph (2) of such subsection in 
the case of a posthumous entry on the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard Medal of 
Honor Roll, an amount equal to the total 
amount of special pension that the person would 
have received during the period beginning on the 
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first day of the first month beginning after the 
date of the act for which the person was awarded 
the Medal of Honor and ending on the last day 
of the month preceding the month in which the 
person’s special pension in fact commenced. 

(2) For each month of a period referred to in 
paragraph (1), the amount of special pension 
payable to a person shall be determined using 
the rate of special pension that was in effect for 
such month, and shall be payable only if the per-
son would have been entitled to payment of spe-
cial pension for such month under laws for eligi-
bility for special pension (with the exception of 
the eligibility law requiring a person to have 
been awarded a Medal of Honor) in effect at the 
beginning of such month. 

(g)(1) A person who is entitled to special pen-
sion under subsection (a) may elect not to re-
ceive special pension by notifying the Secretary 
of such election in writing. 

(2) Upon receipt of an election made by a per-
son under paragraph (1) not to receive special 
pension, the Secretary shall cease payments of 
special pension to the person. 

(Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1140, § 562; 
Pub. L. 87–138, § 3, Aug. 14, 1961, 75 Stat. 339; Pub. 
L. 88–77, § 5(2), July 25, 1963, 77 Stat. 95; Pub. L. 
94–169, title I, § 106(44), (45), Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 
1019; Pub. L. 95–479, title III, § 302, Oct. 18, 1978, 
92 Stat. 1565; renumbered § 1562 and amended 
Pub. L. 102–83, §§ 4(b)(1), (2)(E), 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 
1991, 105 Stat. 404–406; Pub. L. 103–161, § 1(a), Nov. 
30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1967; Pub. L. 105–368, title III, 
§ 301(a), Nov. 11, 1998, 112 Stat. 3332; Pub. L. 
107–330, title III, § 304(a)–(c), Dec. 6, 2002, 116 Stat. 
2826; Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title V, § 563(b), Dec. 
26, 2013, 127 Stat. 767; Pub. L. 116–315, title II, 
§ 2003(a)–(b)(2)(A), Jan. 5, 2021, 134 Stat. 4969, 4970; 
Pub. L. 117–328, div. U, title IV, § 407(b)(1), Dec. 
29, 2022, 136 Stat. 5495.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Social Security Act, referred to in subsec. (e), is 
act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620. Title II of the Act 
is classified generally to subchapter II (§ 401 et seq.) of 
chapter 7 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
section 1305 of Title 42 and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior sections 1601, 1602, 1621 to 1625, 1631 to 1634, 1641, 
and 1643, which comprised chapter 32, were renumbered 
sections 3201, 3202, 3221 to 3225, 3231 to 3234, 3241, and 
3243 of this title, respectively. Prior section 1642, Pub. 
L. 94–502, title IV, § 404, Oct. 15, 1976, 90 Stat. 2397; 
amended Pub. L. 97–295, § 4(37), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 
1307; Pub. L. 101–237, title IV, § 423(b)(1)(A), (4)(A), Dec. 
18, 1989, 103 Stat. 2092, directed Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs and Secretary of Defense to submit a joint re-
port annually on operations of program provided under 
chapter 32 of this title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 102–16, 
§ 5(a), Mar. 22, 1991, 105 Stat. 50. 

Other prior sections 1601, 1610 to 1613, 1620 to 1626, 1631 
to 1634, 1641 to 1645, 1651 to 1656, and 1661 to 1669, Pub. 
L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1174–1192; Pub. L. 86–150, 
Aug. 11, 1964, 73 Stat. 332; Pub. L. 87–815, § 1, Oct. 15, 
1962, 76 Stat. 926; Pub. L. 88–361, § 7, July 7, 1964, 78 Stat. 
298, comprised chapter 33, Education of Korean Conflict 
Veterans, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 89–358, § 4(a), Mar. 
3, 1966, 80 Stat. 23. 

Section 1601 defined ‘‘basic service period’’, ‘‘eligible 
veteran’’, ‘‘program of education or training’’, 

‘‘course’’, ‘‘dependent’’, ‘‘educational institutions’’, 
‘‘training establishments’’, ‘‘State’’, and ‘‘Commis-
sioner’’, made benefits unavailable to individuals serv-
ing as commissioned officers of Coast and Geodetic 
Survey or of Regular or Reserve Corps of the Public 
Health Service unless the service qualified those indi-
viduals for benefits under title II of the Veteran’s Read-
justment Assistance Act of 1952, and declared Congres-
sional policy. See sections 3451(3), (4) and 3452(a)(1), 
(3)(A), (B), (b) to (d) of this title. 

Section 1610 provided for entitlement to education or 
training generally. See section 3461(a) of this title. 

Section 1611 related to duration of veteran’s edu-
cation or training. See sections 3452(a)(3)(A), (B), 
3461(a), (b)(1), (3), (4), (c), and 3482(c)(2) of this title. 

Section 1612 related to commencement of education 
and time limitations. See section 3462 of this title. 

Section 1613 provided for expiration of all education 
and training. See section 3462(a) of this title. 

Section 1620 related to selections of program. See sec-
tions 3470 and 3476 of this title. 

Section 1621 provided for applications and approval of 
applications. See section 3471 of this title. 

Section 1622 related to change of program. See sec-
tion 3691 of this title. 

Section 1623 provided for disapproval of enrollment in 
certain courses. See section 3473(a) and (d) of this title. 

Section 1624 provided discontinuance for unsatisfac-
tory progress. See section 3474 of this title. 

Section 1625 provided for a period of operation for ap-
proval. See section 3689 of this title. 

Section 1626 related to institutions listed by Attor-
ney General. Similar provisions were classified to sec-
tion 1789 of this title, renumbered section 1793, and sub-
sequently repealed by section 511(1) of Pub. L. 94–502. 

Section 1631 provided for education and training al-
lowance. See section 3481(a), (b), (d), and (e) of this 
title. 

Section 1632 provided for computation of education 
and training allowances for institutional courses, ap-
prentice and on-the-job training, on-farm training, cor-
respondence and flight training courses, and less-than-
half time basis courses. See sections 3482(a), (b)(2), 
(c)(1) and 3681 of this title. 

Section 1633 related to measurement of courses. 
Section 1634 related to overcharges by educational in-

stitutions. 
Section 1641 related to designation of State approving 

agencies. See section 3671 of this title. 
Section 1642 related to approval of courses. See sec-

tion 3672 of this title. 
Section 1643 provided for cooperation between the Ad-

ministrator and the State approving agencies. See sec-
tion 3673 of this title. 

Section 1644 provided for use of Office of Education 
and other Federal agencies. See section 3690 of this 
title. 

Section 1645 provided for reimbursement of expenses. 
See section 3674 of this title. 

Section 1651 provided for apprentice or other training 
on the job. 

Section 1652 provided for institutional on-farm train-
ing for Korean conflict veterans. 

Section 1653 provided for approval of accredited 
courses for Korean conflict veterans. See section 3675 of 
this title. 

Section 1654 provided for approval of nonaccredited 
courses for Korean conflict veterans. See section 3676 of 
this title. 

Section 1655 provided for notice of approval of courses 
for Korean conflict veterans. See section 3677 of this 
title. 

Section 1656 provided for disapproval of courses and 
discontinuance of allowances for Korean conflict vet-
erans. See section 3678 of this title. 

Section 1661 related to authority and duties of Ad-
ministrator concerning education of Korean conflict 
veterans. 

Section 1662 related to Advisory Committee. See sec-
tion 3688 of this title. 
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Section 1663 provided for control by agencies of 
United States. See section 3682 of this title. 

Section 1664 related to conflicting interests by offi-
cers or employees of the Veterans Administration, Of-
fice of Education, or State approving agency. See sec-
tion 3683 of this title. 

Section 1665 related to reports by institutions con-
cerning Korean conflict veterans. See section 3684 of 
this title. 

Section 1666 related to overpayments to Korean con-
flict veterans. See section 3685 of this title. 

Section 1667 related to examination of records of Ko-
rean conflict veterans. See section 3686 of this title. 

Section 1668 related to submitting false and mis-
leading claims by Korean conflict veterans or edu-
cational institutions. See section 3687 of this title. 

Section 1669 related to information furnished by Fed-
eral Trade Commission to State approving agencies. 

Prior sections 1651, 1652, 1661, 1662, 1670, 1671, 1673, 
1674, 1676, 1681, 1682, 1683 to 1685, and 1690 to 1693, which 
comprised chapter 34, were renumbered 3451, 3452, 3461, 
3462, 3470, 3471, 3473, 3474, 3476, 3481, 3482, 3483 to 3485, 
and 3490 to 3493, respectively, of this title. 

Prior section 1663, added Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, Mar. 3, 
1966, 80 Stat. 15; amended Pub. L. 94–502, title II, § 211(4), 
Oct. 15, 1976, 90 Stat. 2388; Pub. L. 95–202, title III, 
§ 302(a), Nov. 23, 1977, 91 Stat. 1440; Pub. L. 99–576, title 
III, § 312, Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 3273; Pub. L. 101–237, 
title IV, § 423(b)(1)(A), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat. 2092, re-
lated to educational and vocational counseling, prior to 
repeal by Pub. L. 102–16, § 2(b)(1)(A), Mar. 22, 1991, 105 
Stat. 49. See section 3697A of this title. 

Prior section 1672, added Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, Mar. 3, 
1966, 80 Stat. 15, related to change of program by vet-
eran, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 92–540, title IV, § 401(6), 
Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1090. See section 3691 of this title. 

Prior section 1675, added Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, Mar. 3, 
1966, 80 Stat. 16, related to period of operation for ap-
proval by Administrator, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
92–540, title IV, § 401(6), Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1090. See 
section 3689 of this title. 

Prior section 1677, added Pub. L. 90–77, title III, 
§ 302(b), Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 185; amended Pub. L. 
90–631, § 5, Oct. 23, 1968, 82 Stat. 1335; Pub. L. 91–219, title 
I, § 102, title II, § 203, Mar. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 76, 78; Pub. 
L. 92–540, title I, § 102(1), title IV, § 401(3), Oct. 24, 1972, 
86 Stat. 1075, 1090; Pub. L. 93–508, title I, § 102(1), Dec. 3, 
1974, 88 Stat. 1579; Pub. L. 93–602, title II, § 203(a), Jan. 
2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1958; Pub. L. 95–202, title I, § 102(1), Nov. 
23, 1977, 91 Stat. 1433; Pub. L. 96–466, title II, §§ 201(1), 
211(1), title VI, § 603(a), Oct. 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 2187, 2189, 
2209, set forth provisions respecting eligibility, ap-
proval, etc., for flight training, prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 97–35, title XX, §§ 2003(b)(3)(A), 2006, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 
Stat. 782, 783, effective Oct. 1, 1981, except as otherwise 
provided for persons receiving educational assistance. 

Prior section 1678, added Pub. L. 90–77, title III, 
§ 306(a), Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 188, related to special 
training for educationally disadvantaged, prior to re-
peal by Pub. L. 91–219, title II, § 204(a)(2), Mar. 26, 1970, 
84 Stat. 79. See subchapter V of chapter 34 of this title. 

Prior section 1682A, added Pub. L. 95–202, title II, 
§ 201(a), Nov. 23, 1977, 91 Stat. 1436; amended Pub. L. 
97–295, § 4(41), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1308, related to ac-
celerated payment of educational assistance allow-
ances, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 100–689, title I, § 124(a), 
Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4174. 

Another prior section 1683, which related to measure-
ment of courses, was renumbered section 1684 and sub-
sequently repealed by Pub. L. 92–540, title III, § 304, Oct. 
24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1081. 

Another prior section 1683, added Pub. L. 90–77, title 
III, § 304(a), Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 186; amended Pub. L. 
91–219, title I, § 103(e), Mar. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 77; Pub. L. 
91–584, § 7, Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1576, related to appren-
ticeship or other on-job training, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 92–540, title IV, § 401(6), Oct. 24, 1972, 84 Stat. 
1090. See section 3687 of this title. 

Another prior section 1684, which related to over-
charging of eligible veterans by educational institu-

tions, was renumbered section 1685 and subsequently 
repealed by Pub. L. 92–540, title II, § 203, Oct. 24, 1972, 86 
Stat. 1079. 

Another prior section 1684, added Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, 
Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 18, § 1683; renumbered § 1684, Pub. 
L. 90–77, title III, § 304(a), Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 186; 
amended Pub. L. 91–219, title II, § 206(a), Mar. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 81; Pub. L. 91–584, §§ 8, 11, Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 
1577, related to measurement of courses, prior to repeal 
by Pub. L. 92–540, title III, § 304, Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 
1081. See section 3688 of this title. 

Another prior section 1685, which related to approval 
of courses, was renumbered section 1683. 

Another prior section 1685, added Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, 
Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 19, § 1684; renumbered § 1865, Pub. 
L. 90–77, title III, § 304(a), Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 186, re-
lated to overcharging of eligible veterans by edu-
cational institutions, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 92–540, 
title II, § 203, Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1079. See section 3690 
of this title. 

Prior section 1686, added Pub. L. 93–508, title III, 
§ 302(a), Dec. 3, 1974, 88 Stat. 1591; amended Pub. L. 
97–35, title XX, § 2005(b), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 783, re-
lated to educational loans to any eligible veteran to 
whom section 1662(a)(2) of this title applied, prior to re-
peal by Pub. L. 100–689, title I, § 124(a), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 
Stat. 4174. 

Another prior section 1686, which related to approval 
of courses, was renumbered section 1683. 

Another prior section 1686, which related to dis-
continuance of educational assistance allowance by Ad-
ministrator, was renumbered section 1687 and subse-
quently repealed by Pub. L. 92–540, title IV, § 401(6), Oct. 
24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1090. 

Prior section 1687, added Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, Mar. 3, 
1966, 80 Stat. 19, § 1686; renumbered § 1687, Pub. L. 90–77, 
title III, § 304(a), Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 186, related to 
discontinuance of educational assistance allowance by 
Administrator, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 92–540, title 
IV, § 401(6), Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1090. See section 3690(b) 
of this title. 

Prior sections 1695 to 1698 were repealed, effective 
Oct. 1, 1980, by Pub. L. 96–466, title VI, § 601(a)(1), title 
VIII, § 802(f), Oct. 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 2208, 2218. 

Section 1695, added Pub. L. 91–219, title II, § 204(a)(4), 
Mar. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 80, set forth purpose of former 
subchapter VI relating to a predischarge education pro-
gram and defined ‘‘eligible person’’ for purposes of sub-
chapter VI of chapter 34. 

Section 1696, added Pub. L. 91–219, title II, § 204(a)(4), 
Mar. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 80; amended Pub. L. 92–540, title 
I, § 102(5), title III, § 307, Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1075, 1081; 
Pub. L. 93–508, title I, § 102(5), Dec. 3, 1974, 88 Stat. 1580; 
Pub. L. 93–602, title II, § 203(c), Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1958; 
Pub. L. 94–502, title II, §§ 201(4), 210(5), 211(13), Oct. 15, 
1976, 90 Stat. 2385, 2388, 2389; Pub. L. 95–202, title I, 
§ 102(6), Nov. 23, 1977, 91 Stat. 1434, related to payment 
of an educational assistance allowance. 

Section 1697, added Pub. L. 91–219, title II, § 204(a)(4), 
Mar. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 81, related to educational and vo-
cational guidance. 

Section 1698, added Pub. L. 92–540, title III, § 308, Oct. 
24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1082, § 1697A; renumbered § 1698 and 
amended Pub. L. 94–502, title II, §§ 210(3), 211(14), Oct. 15, 
1976, 90 Stat. 2388, 2389; Pub. L. 95–202, title III, § 302(b), 
Nov. 23, 1977, 91 Stat. 1441, related to coordination with 
and participation by Department of Defense in carrying 
out functions and duties of Department of Defense 
under predischarge education program. 

Prior section 1700, which comprised the first section 
of chapter 35, was renumbered section 3500 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 117–328 substituted 
‘‘$1,406.73’’ for ‘‘$1,388.68’’. 

2021—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116–315, § 2003(b)(1), des-
ignated existing provisions as par. (1) and added par. 
(2). 

Pub. L. 116–315, § 2003(a), substituted ‘‘$1,388.68’’ for 
‘‘$1,000’’. 
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Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 116–315, § 2003(b)(2)(A)(i), inserted 
‘‘or married to more than one person who has been 
awarded a medal of honor,’’ after ‘‘more than one 
medal of honor,’’. 

Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 116–315, § 2003(b)(2)(A)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘paragraph (1) of subsection (a), or under para-
graph (2) of such subsection in the case of a post-
humous entry on the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Coast 
Guard Medal of Honor Roll,’’ for ‘‘this section’’. 

2013—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–66, § 563(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘each living person’’ for ‘‘each person’’, 
‘‘Honor Roll, and’’ for ‘‘Honor roll, and’’, ‘‘subsection 
(d) of section 1134a of title 10’’ for ‘‘subsection (c) of 
section 1561 of this title’’, and ‘‘date on which the per-
son’s name is entered on the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
and Coast Guard Medal of Honor Roll under subsection 
(b) of such section’’ for ‘‘date of application therefor 
under section 1560 of this title’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 113–66, § 563(b)(2), added subsec. 
(g). 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–330, § 304(a), substituted 
‘‘$1,000, as adjusted from time to time under subsection 
(e)’’ for ‘‘$600’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–330, § 304(b), added subsec. (e). 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 107–330, § 304(c), added subsec. (f). 
1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–368 substituted ‘‘$600’’ 

for ‘‘$400’’. 
1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–161 substituted ‘‘$400’’ 

for ‘‘$200’’. 
1991—Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), renumbered section 562 of 

this title as this section. 
Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(1), substituted ‘‘1561’’ 

for ‘‘561’’ and ‘‘1560’’ for ‘‘560’’. 
Pub. L. 102–83, § 4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted ‘‘Sec-

retary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ in two places. 
1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–479 increased from $100 to 

$200 the special pension. 
1975—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–169, § 106(44), substituted 

‘‘delivered to the Administrator’’ for ‘‘delivered to 
him’’. 

Subsecs. (b), (d). Pub. L. 94–169, § 106(45), substituted 
‘‘such person’’ for ‘‘he’’. 

1963—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 88–77 inserted references to 
the Coast Guard. 

1961—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 87–138 inserted ‘‘, and a 
copy of whose certificate has been delivered to him 
under subsection (c) of section 561 of this title,’’ after 
‘‘Medal of Honor roll’’, and increased pension from $10 
to $100.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 117–328, div. U, title IV, § 407(b)(2), Dec. 29, 
2022, 136 Stat. 5495, provided that: ‘‘The amendment 
made by paragraph (1) [amending this section] shall 
take effect as if it were enacted immediately after the 
enactment of the Johnny Isakson and David P. Roe, 
M.D. Veterans Health Care and Benefits Improvement 
Act of 2020 (Public Law 116–315) [approved Jan. 5, 2021].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2021 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 2003(b)(1), (2)(A) of Pub. L. 
116–315 applicable with respect to payment of pension 
under this section for months beginning after Jan. 5, 
2021, see section 2003(b)(3) of Pub. L. 116–315, set out as 
a note under section 103 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–66 applicable with respect 
to Medals of Honor awarded on or after Dec. 26, 2013, see 
section 563(d) of Pub. L. 113–66, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 1134a of Title 10, Armed 
Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–330, title III, § 304(d), Dec. 6, 2002, 116 Stat. 
2826, provided that: 

‘‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the amend-
ments made by subsections (a) and (b) [amending this 

section] shall take effect on September 1, 2003. No pay-
ment may be made pursuant to subsection (f) of section 
1562 of title 38, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (c) of this section, before October 1, 2003. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall not make 
any adjustment under subsection (e) of section 1562 of 
title 38, United States Code, as added by subsection (b) 
of this section, in 2003.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–368, title III, § 301(b), Nov. 11, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3332, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
subsection (a) [amending this section] shall take effect 
on the first day of the first month beginning on or after 
the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 11, 1998].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–161, § 1(b), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1967, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The amendment made by subsection (a) 
[amending this section] shall apply with respect to 
months beginning after the date of the enactment of 
this Act [Nov. 30, 1993].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–479 effective Jan. 1, 1979, 
see section 401(b) of Pub. L. 95–479, set out as a note 
under section 1114 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 94–169, title I, § 106, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1017, 
provided that the amendment made by that section is 
effective Jan. 1, 1976. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1961 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 87–138, § 4, Aug. 14, 1961, 75 Stat. 339, provided 
that: ‘‘The amendments made by this Act [amending 
this section and sections 560 and 561 [renumbered 1560 
and 1561] of this title] shall take effect on the first day 
of the first month which begins after the date of the en-
actment of this Act [Aug. 14, 1961], except that the 
amendments made by subsection (b) of the first section 
[amending section 560 [renumbered 1560] of this title] 
and by section 2 [amending section 561 [renumbered 
1561] of this title] shall not apply with respect to any 
application under section 560 [renumbered 1560] of title 
38, United States Code, made before such first day by 
any person who fulfilled the qualifications prescribed 
by subsection (b) of such section at the time such appli-
cation was made.’’

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

SPECIAL BENEFIT ALLOWANCE RATES 

For current VA special benefit allowance rates, see 
https://www.va.gov/disability/compensation-rates/spe-
cial-benefit-allowance-rates/

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PENSION PAYMENTS 

Pub. L. 117–328, div. U, title IV, § 407(c), Dec. 29, 2022, 
136 Stat. 5495, provided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A payment described in paragraph 
(2) shall be treated as an authorized payment. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENTS DESCRIBED.—A payment described in 
this paragraph is a payment of pension under section 
1562 of title 38, United States Code, by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs—

‘‘(A) in the amount of $1,406.73 during the period be-
ginning on January 5, 2021, and ending on November 
30, 2021; 
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‘‘(B) in the amount of $1,489.73 during the period be-
ginning on December 1, 2021, and ending on November 
30, 2022; or 

‘‘(C) in the amount of $1,619.34 during the period be-
ginning on December 1, 2022, and ending on the date 
of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 29, 2022].’’

CHAPTER 17—HOSPITAL, NURSING HOME, 
DOMICILIARY, AND MEDICAL CARE 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

Sec. 

1701. Definitions. 
1702. Presumptions: psychosis after service in 

World War II and following periods of war; 
mental illness following service in the Per-
sian Gulf War. 

1703. Veterans Community Care Program. 
1703A. Agreements with eligible entities or pro-

viders; certification processes. 
1703B. Access standards. 
1703C. Standards for quality. 
1703D. Prompt payment standard. 
1703E. Center for Innovation for Care and Payment. 
1703F. Credentialing verification requirements for 

providers of non-Department health care 
services. 

1703G. Quarterly report on referrals for non-Depart-
ment health care. 

1704. Preventive health services: annual report. 
1704A. Independent assessments of health care deliv-

ery systems and management processes. 
1705. Management of health care: patient enroll-

ment system. 
1705A. Management of health care: information re-

garding health-plan contracts. 
1706. Management of health care: other require-

ments. 
1706A. Remediation of medical service lines. 
1707. Limitations. 
1708. Temporary lodging. 
1709. Comprehensive policy on reporting and track-

ing sexual assault incidents and other safe-
ty incidents. 

1709A. Teleconsultation. 
1709B. Evaluations of mental health care and suicide 

prevention programs. 
1709C. Assistance for child care for certain veterans 

receiving health care,1 

SUBCHAPTER II—HOSPITAL, NURSING HOME, OR 
DOMICILIARY CARE AND MEDICAL TREATMENT 

1710. Eligibility for hospital, nursing home, and 
domiciliary care. 

1710A. Required nursing home care. 
1710B. Extended care services. 
1710C. Traumatic brain injury: plans for rehabilita-

tion and reintegration into the community. 
1710D. Traumatic brain injury: comprehensive pro-

gram for long-term rehabilitation. 
1710E. Traumatic brain injury: use of non-Depart-

ment facilities for rehabilitation. 
1711. Care during examinations and in emer-

gencies. 
1712. Dental care; drugs and medicines for certain 

disabled veterans; vaccines. 
1712A. Eligibility for readjustment counseling and 

related mental health services. 
1712B. Counseling for former prisoners of war. 
1712C. Dental insurance plan for veterans and sur-

vivors and dependents of veterans. 
[1713. Renumbered.] 
1714. Fitting and training in use of prosthetic ap-

pliances; guide dogs; service dogs. 
1715. Tobacco for hospitalized veterans. 
1716. Hospital care by other agencies of the United 

States. 

Sec. 

1717. Home health services; invalid lifts and other 
devices. 

1718. Therapeutic and rehabilitative activities. 
1719. Repair or replacement of certain prosthetic 

and other appliances. 
1720. Transfers for nursing home care; adult day 

health care. 
1720A. Treatment and rehabilitative services for per-

sons with drug or alcohol dependency. 
1720B. Respite care. 
1720C. Noninstitutional alternatives to nursing 

home care. 
1720D. Counseling and treatment for sexual trauma. 
1720E. Nasopharyngeal radium irradiation. 
1720F. Comprehensive program for suicide preven-

tion among veterans and members of the re-
serve components of the Armed Forces. 

1720G. Assistance and support services for care-
givers. 

1720H. Mental health treatment for veterans and 
members of the reserve components of the 
Armed Forces who served in classified mis-
sions. 

1720I. Mental and behavioral health care for certain 
former members of the Armed Forces. 

1720J. Emergent suicide care. 
1720K. Grants or contracts to provide mental health 

support to family caregivers of veterans. 
1720L. Home- and community-based services: pro-

grams. 

SUBCHAPTER III—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
RELATING TO HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME 
CARE AND MEDICAL TREATMENT OF VET-
ERANS 

1721. Power to make rules and regulations. 
1722. Determination of inability to defray nec-

essary expenses; income thresholds. 
1722A. Copayment for medications. 
1722B. Copayments: waiver of collection of copay-

ments for telehealth and telemedicine visits 
of veterans. 

1722C. Copayments: prohibition on collection of co-
payments for first three mental health care 
outpatient visits of veterans. 

1723. Furnishing of clothing. 
1724. Hospital care, medical services, and nursing 

home care abroad. 
1725. Reimbursement for emergency treatment. 
1725A. Access to walk-in care. 
1726. Reimbursement for loss of personal effects by 

natural disaster. 
1727. Persons eligible under prior law. 
1728. Reimbursement of certain medical expenses. 
1729. Recovery by the United States of the cost of 

certain care and services. 
1729A. Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Care 

Collections Fund. 
1729B. Consolidated patient accounting centers. 
1730. Community residential care. 
1730A. Prohibition on collection of copayments from 

certain veterans. 
1730B. Access to State prescription drug monitoring 

programs. 
1730C. Licensure of health care professionals pro-

viding treatment via telemedicine. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—HOSPITAL CARE AND MEDICAL 
TREATMENT FOR VETERANS IN THE REPUBLIC 
OF THE PHILIPPINES 

1731. Assistance to the Republic of the Philippines. 
1732. Contracts and grants to provide for the care 

and treatment of United States veterans by 
the Veterans Memorial Medical Center. 

1733. Supervision of program by the President. 
1734. Hospital and nursing home care and medical 

services in the United States. 
1735. Definitions. 

SUBCHAPTER V—PAYMENTS TO STATE HOMES 

1741. Criteria for payment. 
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