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AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 536 of
this title as this section.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted
£1512(a)”" for ““612(a)”.
Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted ‘Sec-

retary’ for ‘“‘Administrator’.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted ‘1541
for ‘541" in pars. (1) and (2).

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1),
stituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’.

1978—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 95-588, §108(1), substituted
“a period of war” for “World War I, and struck out
‘. except as provided in paragraph (2)” after ‘‘irrev-
ocable’.

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 95-588, §108(2), inserted ‘, as in
effect on December 31, 1978 after ‘‘of this title” in two
places, and ‘‘as in effect on such date’ after ‘‘such sec-
tion 544”.

1975—Pub. L. 94-169, §106(37), substituted ‘‘Surviving
spouses’ for “Widows”’ in section catchline.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-169, §106(32), substituted ‘‘pay
to the surviving spouse” for ‘“‘pay to the widow”, ‘‘un-
less such surviving spouse’” for ‘‘unless she’, ‘the
spouse’ for ‘‘the wife’” and ‘‘such veteran’s” for ‘‘his’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94-169, §106(33), substituted ‘‘sur-
viving spouse’’ for ‘“‘widow’’.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 94-169, §106(33), substituted ‘paid
to a surviving spouse’ for ‘‘paid to a widow”, ‘‘unless
such surviving spouse’ for ‘‘unless she’ and ‘‘such vet-
eran’ for “him”.

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 94-169, §106(34), substituted
“Any surviving spouse’’ for ‘‘Any widow’’, ‘‘if such sur-
viving spouse’ for ‘‘if she’’ and ‘‘surviving spouses’ for
“widows”.

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 94-169, §106(3b), (36), substituted
“surviving spouse’ for ‘‘widow’ wherever appearing,
and ‘‘such surviving spouse’’ for ‘‘her”’.

1972—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 92-328 added subsec. (d).

1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90-77, §105, substituted
<$70” for “$65”".

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 90-77, §101(a), qualified widow of
a veteran for a pension by reducing in par. (2) the req-
uisite marriage period from five years to one year and
by making her eligible for benefits in par. (3) in event
of antenuptial birth.

(2)(E), sub-

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 95-588 effective Jan. 1, 1979,
see section 401 of Pub. L. 95-588, set out as a note under
section 101 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 94-169, title I, §106, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1017,
provided that the amendment made by that section is
effective Jan. 1, 1976.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 92-328 effective first day of
second calendar month which begins after June 30, 1972,
see section 301(a) of Pub. L. 92-328, set out as a note
under section 1114 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1967 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 90-77 effective first day of
first calendar month which begins more than ten days
after Aug. 31, 1967, see section 405 of Pub. L. 90-77, set
out as a note under section 101 of this title.

INCREASE IN AID AND ATTENDANCE RATES FOR
VETERANS ELIGIBLE FOR PENSION

Maximum annual pension rates under subsec. (d)(2) of
this section increased by $600, effective Oct. 1, 1998, see
section 8206 of Pub. L. 105-178, set out as a note under
section 15621 of this title.
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§1537. Children of Spanish-American War vet-
erans

Whenever there is no surviving spouse entitled
to pension under section 1536 of this title, the
Secretary shall pay to the children of each
Spanish-American War veteran who met the
service requirements of section 1512(a) of this
title a pension at the monthly rate of $73.13 for
one child, plus $8.13 for each additional child,
with the total amount equally divided.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1138, §537;
Pub. L. 94-169, title I, §106(39), Dec. 23, 1975, 89
Stat. 1019; renumbered §15637 and amended Pub.
L. 102-83, §§4(b)(1), (2)(E), 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991,
105 Stat. 404-406.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 537 of
this title as this section.

Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted 15636 for 536
and ‘‘1512(a)”’ for “*512(a)’’.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1),
retary’’ for ‘‘Administrator”.

1975—Pub. L. 94-169 substituted ‘‘surviving spouse’’
for “widow”’.

(2)(E), substituted ‘‘Sec-

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 94-169, title I, §106, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1017,
provided that the amendment made by that section is
effective Jan. 1, 1976.

OTHER PERIODS OF WAR

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-25, title III, §333(c)(1), Apr. 6, 1991,
105 Stat. 88, substituted ‘‘OTHER PERIODS OF WAR’ for
“MEXICAN BORDER PERIOD, WORLD WAR I, WORLD WAR
II, THE KOREAN CONFLICT, AND THE VIETNAM ERA” as
subheading.

1970—Pub. L. 91-588, §9(d)(3), Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat.
1585, inserted reference to Mexican border period in
subheading.

1967—Pub. L. 90-77, title III, §202(j), Aug. 31, 1967, 81
Stat. 183, inserted reference to Vietnam era in sub-
heading.

§ 1541. Surviving spouses of veterans of a period
of war

(a) The Secretary shall pay to the surviving
spouse of each veteran of a period of war who
met the service requirements prescribed in sec-
tion 1521(j) of this title, or who at the time of
death was receiving (or entitled to receive) com-
pensation or retirement pay for a service-con-
nected disability, pension at the rate prescribed
by this section, as increased from time to time
under section 5312 of this title.

(b) If no child of the veteran is in the custody
of the surviving spouse, pension shall be paid to
the surviving spouse at the annual rate of $7,933,
reduced by the amount of the surviving spouse’s
annual income.

(c) If there is a child of the veteran in the cus-
tody of the surviving spouse, pension shall be
paid to the surviving spouse at the annual rate
of $10,385. If the surviving spouse has custody of
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two or more such children, the annual pension
rate shall be increased by $2,020 for each such
child in excess of one. In each case, the rate pay-
able shall be reduced by the amount of the sur-
viving spouse’s annual income and, subject to
subsection (g) of this section, the annual income
of each such child.

(d)(1) If a surviving spouse who is entitled to
pension under subsection (b) of this section is in
need of regular aid and attendance, the annual
rate of pension payable to such surviving spouse
shall be $12,681, reduced by the amount of the
surviving spouse’s annual income.

(2) If a surviving spouse who is entitled to pen-
sion under subsection (c) of this section is in
need of regular aid and attendance, the annual
rate of pension payable to the surviving spouse
shall be $15,128. If there are two or more children
of the veteran in such surviving spouse’s cus-
tody, the annual rate of pension shall be in-
creased by $2,020 for each such child in excess of
one. The rate payable shall be reduced by the
amount of the surviving spouse’s annual income
and, subject to subsection (g) of this section, the
annual income of each such child.

(e)(1) If the surviving spouse is permanently
housebound but does not qualify for pension at
the aid and attendance rate provided by sub-
section (d) of this section, the annual rate of
pension payable to such surviving spouse under
subsection (b) of this section shall be $9,696 and
the annual rate of pension payable to such sur-
viving spouse under subsection (c) of this sec-
tion shall be $12,144. If there are two or more
children of the veteran in such surviving
spouse’s custody, the annual rate of pension
shall be increased by $2,020 for each such child in
excess of one. The rate payable shall be reduced
by the amount of the surviving spouse’s annual
income and, subject to subsection (g) of this sec-
tion, the income of any child of the veteran for
whom the surviving spouse is receiving in-
creased pension.

(2) For purposes of paragraph (1) of this sub-
section, the requirement of ‘‘permanently
housebound” shall be met when the surviving
spouse is substantially confined to such sur-
viving spouse’s house (ward or clinical areas, if
institutionalized) or immediate premises by rea-
son of a disability or disabilities reasonably cer-
tain to remain throughout such surviving
spouse’s lifetime.

(f) No pension shall be paid under this section
to a surviving spouse of a veteran unless the
spouse was married to the veteran—

(1) before (A) December 14, 1944, in the case
of a surviving spouse of a Mexican border pe-
riod or World War I veteran, (B) January 1,
1957, in the case of a surviving spouse of a
World War II veteran, (C) February 1, 1965, in
the case of a surviving spouse of a Korean con-
flict veteran, (D) May 8, 1985, in the case of a
surviving spouse of a Vietnam era veteran, or
(E) January 1, 2001, in the case of a surviving
spouse of a veteran of the Persian Gulf War;

(2) for one year or more; or

(3) for any period of time if a child was born
of the marriage, or was born to them before
the marriage.

(g) In determining the annual income of a sur-
viving spouse for the purposes of this section, if
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there is a child of the veteran in the custody of
the surviving spouse, that portion of the annual
income of the child that is reasonably available
to or for the surviving spouse shall be consid-
ered to be income of the surviving spouse, unless
in the judgment of the Secretary to do so would
work a hardship on the surviving spouse.

(h) As used in this section and section 1542 of
this title, the term ‘‘veteran’ includes a person
who has completed at least two years of honor-
able active military, naval, air, or space service,
as certified by the Secretary concerned, but
whose death in such service was not in line of
duty.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1138, §541;
Pub. L. 86-211, §4, Aug. 29, 1959, 73 Stat. 434; Pub.
L. 88-664, §3(c), (d), Oct. 13, 1964, 78 Stat. 1095;
Pub. L. 90-77, title I, §§101(a), 106, title II,
§202(d)—(f), Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 178, 179, 182;
Pub. L. 90-275, §1(c), (d), Mar. 28, 1968, 82 Stat. 65,
66; Pub. L. 91-588, §§1(c), (d), 9(d), Dec. 24, 1970, 84
Stat. 15681, 1584; Pub. L. 92-198, §1(c)-(e), Dec. 15,
1971, 85 Stat. 663, 664; Pub. L. 93-177, §1(c), (d), 2,
Dec. 6, 1973, 87 Stat. 695; Pub. L. 93-527, §3, Dec.
21, 1974, 88 Stat. 1703; Pub. L. 94-169, title I,
§§101(2)(B), (C), (H), 103, 106(40), Dec. 23, 1975, 89
Stat. 1013, 1014, 1016, 1019; Pub. L. 94-432, title II,
§203, Sept. 30, 1976, 90 Stat. 1370; Pub. L. 95-204,
title I, §102, Dec. 2, 1977, 91 Stat. 1456; Pub. L.
95-588, title I, §109(a), Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2503;
Pub. L. 102-25, title III, §333(b), Apr. 6, 1991, 105
Stat. 88; Pub. L. 102-40, title IV, §402(d)(1), May
7, 1991, 105 Stat. 239; renumbered §1541 and
amended Pub. L. 102-83, §§4(b)(1), (2)(E), 5(a),
(c)1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404-406; Pub. L.
111-275, title VI, §608(b), Oct. 13, 2010, 124 Stat.
2887; Pub. L. 116-283, div. A, title IX, §926(a)(20),
Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3830.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2021—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 116-283 substituted ‘‘air, or
space service’’ for ‘‘or air service’’.

2010—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 111-275, §608(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘87,933 for *‘$2,379.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 111-275, §608(b)(2), substituted
‘$10,385”’ for ‘‘$3,116’" and ‘‘$2,020’ for “$600”’.

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 111-275, §608(b)(3)(A), sub-
stituted “$12,681" for ‘“$3,806"".

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 111-275, §608(b)(3)(B), sub-

stituted “$15,128”’ for ‘‘$4,543" and ‘‘$2,020>’ for ‘‘$600”’.
Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 111-275, §608(b)(4), substituted
€‘$9,696° for ‘‘$2,908”’, ‘‘$12,144” for ‘‘$3,645”’, and ‘‘$2,020”’
for ““$600°".
1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 541 of
this title as this section.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted
€1521(j)” for ‘621(j)”.
Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted ‘‘Sec-

retary’’ for ‘““‘Administrator’.

Pub. L. 102-40 substituted ‘5312”" for ‘*3112"".

Subsec. () (1)(E). Pub. L. 102-25 added cl. (E).

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’.

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted ‘1542
for 542",

1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95-5838 revised eligibility
provisions relating to surviving spouses to apply to vet-
erans of any period of war rather than veterans of spe-
cifically named wars and inserted reference to periodic
increases of rate of pension payments pursuant to sec-
tion 3112 of this title.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95-588 qualified parental require-
ment of this subsection by inserting custody provision,
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substituted a fixed pension amount of $2,379 for a for-
mula for determining such annual pension based upon
annual income of the veteran, and struck out minimum
and maximum monthly payment requirements.

Subsec. (c¢). Pub. L. 95-588 qualified parental require-
ment of this subsection by inserting custody provision,
substituted a fixed pension amount of $3,116 for a for-
mula for determining such annual pension based upon
annual income of the veteran, and inserted a provision
authorizing an annual pension rate increase of $600 for
each family member of an eligible veteran in excess of
one.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 95-588 substituted provisions pre-
scribing a fixed amount of $3,806, as reduced by an an-
nual income deduction, as the annual rate of pension
payable to a surviving spouse entitled to a pension
under subsec. (b) of this section and in need of regular
aid and attendance and a fixed amount of $4,543, subject
to a similar deduction for income of spouse and child,
as the annual rate of pension payable to a surviving
spouse entitled to a pension under subsec. (c¢) of this
section and in need of such aid for provision prescribing
the monthly rate of pension payable under subsec. (c)
of this section where there is a surviving spouse and
more than one child.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 95-588 substituted provisions re-
lating to a surviving spouse who is permanently house-
bound for provisions specifying the eligibility require-
ments for such surviving spouses.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 95-588 substituted provisions
specifying the eligibility requirements for surviving
spouses for provision defining ‘‘veteran’’.

Subsecs. (g), (h). Pub. L. 95-588 added subsecs. (g) and
(h).
1977—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 95-204, §102(1), increased
monthly rate of pension from $125 to $133, inserted au-
thorization for reductions by .07 for amounts more than
2,800 but not more than 3,770, and substituted 1,100
for ‘1,200 in two places, ‘1,800’ for ‘2,300’ in two
places, and ‘2,800’ for ‘‘3,540.

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 95204, §102(2), substituted
<$3,770” for ‘‘$3,540”".
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 95-204, §102(3), increased

monthly rate of pension from $149 to $159, and sub-
stituted ‘1,600 for ‘1,700’ in two places, ‘2,400 for
¢2,600”’ in two places, ‘2,900 for ‘3,300’ in two places,
and ‘5,070 for ‘“4,760".

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 95204, §102(4),
‘$5,070” for ‘‘$4,760"".

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 95-204, §102(5), substituted ‘$26”
for “*$24”".

1976—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 94-432, §203(1), increased
monthly rate of pension from $117 to $125 and sub-
stituted $900 to $1,200 for $900 to $1,500, $1,200 to $2,300
for $1,500 to $2,700 and $2,300 to $3,540 for $2,700 to $3,300.

substituted

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 94-432, §203(2), substituted
¢$3,540” for *“$3,300"".
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 94432, §203(3), increased

monthly rate of pension from $139 to $149 and sub-
stituted $1,100 to $1,700 for $1,100 to $1,800, $1,700 to
$2,500 for $1,800 to $2,700, $2,500 to $3,300 for $2,700 to
$3,500 and $3,300 to $4,760 for $3,500 to $4,500.

Subsec. (¢)(2). Pub. L. 94-432, §203(4),
‘$4,760” for ‘‘$4,500"".

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 94-432, §203(5), substituted ‘$24”
for *“$22”.

substituted

1975—Pub. L. 94-169, §101(2)(H), substituted ‘‘Sur-
viving Spouses’ for ‘“Widows’’ in section catchline.
Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-169, §101(2)(B), substituted

“‘surviving spouse’ for ‘‘widow’’ and struck out ‘‘his”
before ‘‘death’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94-169, §103(1), increased, effective
for period beginning Jan. 1, 1976, and ending Sept. 30,
1976, monthly rate of pension from $108 to $117, sub-
stituted $900 to $1500 for $900 to $2100, $1500 to $2700 for
$2100 to $3000 the minimum and maximum income
ranges for which the pension rates will be reduced by 4
and 5 cents per dollar, respectively, inserted income
range of $2700 to $3300 for which the pension rate will
be reduced by 6 cents, and increased from $3000 to $3300

TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS

Page 256

the maximum income in excess of which no pension
will be paid.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 94-169, §103(1), increased, effective
for period beginning Jan. 1, 1976, and ending Sept. 30,
1976, pension rate from $128 to $139, substituted $1100 to
$1800 for $1100 to $2100, $1800 to $2700 for $2100 to $3000,
$2700 to $3500 for $3000 to $4200 the minimum and max-
imum income ranges for which the pension rates will be
reduced by 2, 3 and 4 cents per dollar, respectively, in-
serted income range of $3500 to $4500 for which the rate
will be reduced by 5 cents, and increased the maximum
income from $4200 to $4500 in excess of which no pension
will be paid.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 94-169, §103(2), substituted, effec-
tive for period beginning Jan. 1, 1976, and ending Sept.
30, 1976, ‘‘surviving spouse’ for ‘“‘widow’ and ‘$22”° for
%207,

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 94-169, §101(2)(C), substituted ‘‘to
a surviving spouse of a veteran under this section un-
less the spouse was married to the veteran” for ‘“‘to a
widow of a veteran under this section unless she was
married to him”’, and ‘(D) May 8, 1985, in the case of a
surviving spouse of a Vietnam era veteran’ for ‘(D) be-
fore the expiration of ten years following termination
of the Vietnam era in the case of a widow of a Vietnam
era veteran”.

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 94-169, §106(40), substituted
“surviving spouse’’ for ‘“‘widow’ in subcls. (A), (B) and
©).
1974—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93-527, §3(1), substituted
€“$108” for ¢$96°’, <‘$900’ for ‘‘$1400”° wherever appearing,
and ‘‘$2100” for ‘‘$2600’’, and inserted provisions for re-
duction by 5 cents for each dollar of annual income in
excess of $2100 up to and including $3000, that in no
event shall monthly rate of pension be less than $5.00,
and raising the maximum income from $2600 to $3000.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93-527, §3(2), substituted ¢$128”
for “$114”’, and ‘‘$2100”° for ‘‘$2500’° wherever appearing,
€“$3000 for ‘‘$3400’° wherever appearing, and ‘‘$4200”’ for
€‘$3800’ wherever appearing.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 93-527, §3(3), substituted “$20”’ for
‘$18”.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 93-527, §3(4), added subsec. (f).

1973—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93-177, §1(c), substituted
¢‘$86” for <‘$87’ and ‘$1,400”’ for ‘‘$1,900"".

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 93-177, §1(d), substituted ‘$700”
for <$600°°, ¢$114” for $104”, ‘‘$1,100 for ‘‘$1,400",
‘$2,500”" for °$2,700”’, and °$3,400”’ for ‘‘$3,800’’ in exist-
ing provisions and inserted provision for a reduction of
4 cents in monthly rate for each $1 of annual income in
excess of $3,400 up to and including $3,800.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 93-177, §2, substituted ‘$18” for
«g177.

1971—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92-198, §1(c), substituted
formula for computing monthly pension rates of widow
without child by providing for a maximum monthly
pension for each group within designated income cat-
egory and for computing each individual’s monthly
pension by reducing the maximum rate by a specified
number of cents for each dollar by which the minimum
income limitation for that group is exceeded, for table
setting out income and pension rates, and raised the
maximum income from $2,300 to $2,600.

Subsec. (c¢). Pub. L. 92-198, §1(d), substituted formula
for computing monthly pension rates of widow with one
child by providing for a maximum monthly pension for
each group with designated annual income category
and for computing each individual’s monthly benefit
rate by reducing the maximum rate by a specified num-
ber of cents for each dollar by which the minimum in-
come limitation for that group is exceeded, for table
setting out income and pension rates, and further pro-
viding that whenever the monthly rate payable is less
than the amount payable to the child under section 542
of this title, the widow would be paid at the child’s
rate, and raised the maximum income from $3,500 to
$3,800.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 92-198, §1(e), substituted *“$17"’ for
“$16”°.

1970—Pub. L. 91-588, §9(d)(3), inserted reference to
Mexican border period in section catchline.
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Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91-588, §9(d)(1), inserted reference
to Mexican border period.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 91-588, §1(c), provided new annual
income limits to measure monthly pension rates of
widow without child by inserting minimum income
limits of $2,000, $2,100, and $2,200 with maximum limits
of $2,100, $2,200, and $2,300 for monthly benefits of $29,
$23, and $17, respectively, and within existing annual
income limits from a maximum of $300 to a maximum
of $2,000, as well as the in-between limits set out in one-
hundred dollar increments, the applicable monthly ben-
efit for each limit was amended, respectively, by sub-
stituting in column II ‘$81” for §74’’, <80 for ‘73",
<79 for ‘72, “78" for ‘707, ‘76 for ‘67, <73 for
“64’’, <70 for ‘“61’’, ‘67 for ‘“58”°, ‘64" for ‘65, ‘61"’
for ‘561, 68’ for ‘48, ‘65’ for ‘45, 51 for ‘41",
<48 for ‘37, ‘45" for ‘337, ‘417 for <29, «“37" for
€23, and ‘33" for ““17”.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 91-588, §1(d), provided new annual
income limits to measure monthly pension rates of
widow with one child by inserting minimum income
limits of $3,200, $3,300, and $3,400 with maximum limits
of $3,300, $3,400, and $3,500 for monthly benefits of $45,
$43, and $41, respectively, and within existing annual
income limits from a maximum of $600 to a maximum
of $3,200, as well as the in-between limits set out in one-
hundred dollar increments, the applicable monthly ben-
efit for each limit was amended, respectively, by sub-
stituting in column II “‘$99” for *‘$90’’, ‘98’ for ‘89,
<97 for ‘88, <96 for ‘87, ‘95 for <86, <94 for
¢85, ‘92" for ‘“83’’, ‘90" for ‘“81’’, ‘88’ for ‘79”’, 86"
for <77, 847 for ‘75, <82 for ‘73, 80 for ‘717,
<78 for ‘69, <76 for ‘67, ‘74" for <65, <72 for
€637, <70 for ‘61’’, ‘68 for ‘69’°, ‘66’ for ‘57, ‘64"
for 565, 62 for ‘63", <69’ for ¢b51’’, ‘56" for ‘'48”,
¢53”” for “*45”, ‘561" for “*43”’, and ‘‘48” for ‘‘41”.

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 91-588, §9(d)(2), inserted ref-
erence to Mexican border period.

1968—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90-275, §1(c), in providing
new annual income limits to measure monthly pension
rates of widow without child, substituted minimum in-
come limit of $300 for monthly benefit of $74 for former
$600 limit for monthly benefit of $70, maximum income
limit of $2,000 for monthly benefit of $17 for former
$1,800 limit for monthly benefit of $29, and sixteen
other in-between limits in one hundred dollar incre-
ments from more than $300 to less than $1,900 for
monthly benefits of $73 to $23 for former in-between
limit of more than $600 but less than $1,200 for monthly
benefit of $51.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 90-275, §1(d), in providing new an-
nual income limits to measure monthly pension rates
of widow with one child, substituted minimum income
limit of $600 for monthly benefit of $90 for former $1,000
limit for monthly benefit of $86, maximum income
limit of $3,200 for monthly benefit of $41 for former
$3,000 limit for monthly benefit of $45, and twenty-five
other in-between limits in one hundred dollar incre-
ments from more than $600 to less than $3,100 for
monthly benefits of $89 to $43 for former in-between
limit of more than $1,000 but less than $2,000 for month-
1y benefit of $67.

1967—Pub. L. 90-77, §202(f), inserted reference to Viet-
nam era in section catchline.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90-77, §202(d), inserted reference
to Vietnam era.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90-77, §106(a), increased monthly
pension rate in column II from $64, $48, and $27 to $70,
$51, and $29, respectively.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 90-77, §106(b), increased monthly
pension rate in column II from $80, $64, and $43 to $86,
$67, and $45, respectively.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 90-77, §106(c), substituted ‘$16”
for ““$15”".

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 90-77, §202(e), added item (D).

Subsec. (e)(2), (3). Pub. L. 90-77, §101(a), qualified
widow of a veteran for a pension by reducing in par. (2)
the requisite marriage period from five years to one
year and by making her eligible for benefits in par. (3)
in event of antenuptial birth.
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1964—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 88-664, §3(c), increased
monthly pension rate in column II from $60, $45, and $25
to $64, $48, and $27, respectively.

Subsec. (c¢). Pub. L. 88-664, §3(d), increased monthly
pension rate in column II from $75, $60, and $40 to $80,
$64, and $43, respectively.

1959—Pub. L. 86-211 included widows of World War II
and Korean conflict veterans in section catchline.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 86-211 included widows of World
War II and Korean conflict veterans, and struck out
provisions which authorized payment of a monthly pen-
sion of $50.40 to a widow with no child and $63 to a
widow with one child, with $7.566 for each additional
child. See subsecs. (b) to (d) of this section.

Subsecs. (b) to (e). Pub. L. 86-211 added subsecs. (b) to
(d), redesignated former subsec. (b) as (e), and inserted
provisions relating to the date by which a widow was
required to be married to a veteran of World War II or
the Korean conflict.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-275 applicable with re-
spect to pensions paid on or after Dec. 1, 2009, see sec-
tion 608(d) of Pub. L. 111-275, set out as a note under
section 1521 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 95-588 effective Jan. 1, 1979,
see section 401 of Pub. L. 95-588, set out as a note under
section 101 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 95-204 effective Jan. 1, 1978,
see section 302 of Pub. L. 95-204, set out as a note under
section 1122 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 94-432 effective Jan. 1, 1977,
see section 405(b) of Pub. L. 94432, set out as a note
under section 1521 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 94-169, title I, §§101, 106, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat.
1013, 1017, provided that the amendments made by those
sections are effective Jan. 1, 1976.

Pub. L. 94-169, title I, §103, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1016,
as amended by Pub. L. 94-432, title I, §101, Sept. 30, 1976,
90 Stat. 1369, eff. Sept. 30, 1976, provided that the
amendment made by that section is effective Jan. 1,
1976.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 93-527 effective Jan. 1, 1975,
see section 10 of Pub. L. 93-527, set out as a note under
section 1521 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1973 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 93-177 effective Jan. 1, 1974,
see section 8 of Pub. L. 93-177, set out as a note under
section 1521 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1971 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 92-198 effective Jan. 1, 1972,
see section 6 of Pub. L. 92-198, set out as a note under
section 1521 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 91-588 effective Jan. 1, 1971,
see section 10(a) of Pub. L. 91-588, set out as a note
under section 1521 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT

Amendment Pub. L. 90-275 effective Jan. 1, 1969, see
section 6(a) of Pub. L. 90-275, set out as a note under
section 1521 of this title.
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1967 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 90-77 effective first day of
first calendar month which begins more than ten days
after Aug. 31, 1967, see section 405 of Pub. L. 90-77, set
out as a note under section 101 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1964 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 88-664 effective Jan. 1, 1965,

see section 11 of Pub. L. 88-664, set out as a note under
section 1503 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1959 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 86-211 effective July 1, 1960,

see section 10 of Pub. L. 86-211, set out as a note under
section 1521 of this title.

PENSION, DEPENDENCY, AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION;
RELATION TO SOCIAL SECURITY AMENDMENTS OF 1967
Payments for balance of calendar year 1968 and cal-

endar year 1969, calendar year 1970, and during each

successive calendar year at prescribed monthly rates
when payments would be less under this title as a re-
sult of increase in monthly insurance benefits provided
by Social Security Amendments of 1967, see section 3 of

Pub. L. 90-275, set out as a note under section 1521 of

this title.

§ 1542, Children of veterans of a period of war

The Secretary shall pay to each child (1) who
is the child of a deceased veteran of a period of
war who met the service requirements pre-
scribed in section 1521(j) of this title, or who at
the time of death was receiving (or entitled to
receive) compensation or retirement pay for a
service-connected disability, and (2) who is not
in the custody of a surviving spouse eligible for
pension under section 1541 of this title, pension
at the annual rate of $2,020, as increased from
time to time under section 5312 of this title and
reduced by the amount of such child’s annual in-
come; or, if such child is residing with a person
who is legally responsible for such child’s sup-
port, at an annual rate equal to the amount by
which the appropriate annual rate provided
under section 1541(c) of this title exceeds the
sum of the annual income of such child and such
person, but in no event may such annual rate of
pension exceed the amount by which $2,020, as
increased from time to time under section 5312
of this title, exceeds the annual income of such
child. The appropriate annual rate under such
section 1541(c) for the purposes of the preceding
sentence shall be determined in accordance with
regulations which the Secretary shall prescribe.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1138, §542;
Pub. L. 86-211, §4, Aug. 29, 1959, 73 Stat. 435; Pub.
L. 88-664, §4, Oct. 13, 1964, 78 Stat. 1095; Pub. L.
90-77, title I, §107, title II, §202(g), (h), Aug. 31,
1967, 81 Stat. 180, 182; Pub. L. 91-588, §§3(c), 9(e),
Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1583, 1585; Pub. L. 92-198,
§1(f), Dec. 15, 1971, 85 Stat. 664; Pub. L. 93-177, §3,
Dec. 6, 1973, 87 Stat. 695; Pub. L. 93-527, §4, Dec.
21, 1974, 88 Stat. 1703; Pub. L. 94-169, title I,
§§101(2)(D), 104, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 1014, 1016;
Pub. L. 94432, title II, §204, Sept. 30, 1976, 90
Stat. 1371; Pub. L. 95-204, title I, §103, Dec. 2,
1977, 91 Stat. 1457; Pub. L. 95-588, title I, §110(a),
Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 2504; Pub. L. 10240, title IV,
§402(d)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 239; renumbered
§1542 and amended Pub. L. 102-83, §§4(b)(1),
(2)(E), 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404-406;
Pub. L. 111-275, title VI, §608(c), Oct. 13, 2010, 124
Stat. 2887.)
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Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS
2010—Pub. L. 111-275 substituted *$2,020” for ‘“$600’" in

two places.

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 542 of
this title as this section.

Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted ¢1521(j) for
“521(j)”’, ‘15417 for *‘641”’, and ‘‘15641(c)’’ for ‘‘541(c)”’ in
two places.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
retary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’ in two places.

Pub. L. 10240 substituted ‘5312 for 3112 in two
places.

1978—Pub. L. 95-588 amended section generally to
speak in terms of children of veterans of any period of
war rather than children of veterans of specifically
named conflicts, restructured section to eliminate sub-
section designations, struck out provision formerly
comprising subsec. (b) of this section which related to
payment of pensions to recipient children in equal
shares, and inserted reference to periodic pension in-
creases pursuant to section 3112 of this title.

1977—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95204, §103(1), substituted
““$61”° and ‘‘$26’ for <‘$567°° and ‘‘$24”°, respectively.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 95-204, §103(2), substituted
¢‘$3,080”" for ““$2,890"".

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-432, §204(1), substituted
““$57 and ‘‘$24” for <‘$563’° and ‘‘$22”°, respectively.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94432, §204(2), substituted
¢‘$2,890”" for ““$2,700".

1975—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-169, §§101(2)(D), 104(1),
substituted ‘‘surviving spouse’’ for ‘“widow”’, struck out
‘“his’’ before ‘‘death,” and, effective for period begin-
ning Jan. 1, 1976, and ending Sept. 30, 1976, substituted
¢“$53”’ for ‘$49” and ‘‘$22”’ for *‘$20”’.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 94-169, §104, substituted, effective
for period beginning Jan. 1, 1976, and ending Sept. 30,
1976, <‘$2700”* for ‘*$2400"".

1974—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93-527, §4(1), substituted
€‘$49” and ‘‘$20”’ for <‘$44”° and ‘‘$18”’, respectively.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 93-527, §4(2), substituted ‘‘$2,400”
for *‘$2,000°.

1973—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93-177 substituted *$44” for
€‘$42’ and ‘‘$18” for *“‘$17.

1971—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92-198 substituted <‘$42” and
““$17” for ‘‘$40”° and ‘‘$16”°, respectively.

1970—Pub. L. 91-588, §9(e)(2), inserted reference to
Mexican border period in section catchline.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91-588, §9(e)(1), inserted reference
to Mexican border period.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 91-588, §3(c), substituted ‘‘$2,000”
for *“$1,800"".

1967—Pub. L. 90-77, §202(h), inserted reference to Viet-
nam era in section catchline.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90-77, §§107, 202(g), substituted
€“$40” and ‘‘$16” for ‘“$38° and ‘‘$15° and included ref-
erence to Vietnam era, respectively.

1964—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 88-664 increased monthly
pension for one child from $35 to $38.

1959—Pub. L. 86-211 included children of World War IT
and Korean conflict veterans in section catchline.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 86-211 included children of World
War II and Korean conflict veterans, and substituted
provisions authorizing the payment of a monthly pen-
sion of $35 for one child with $15 for each additional
child for provisions which authorized the payment of
$27.30 for one child, $40.95 for two children, $54.60 for
three children and $7.56 for each additional child.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 86-211 added subsec. (c).

“Sec-

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 111-275 applicable with re-
spect to pensions paid on or after Dec. 1, 2009, see sec-
tion 608(d) of Pub. L. 111-275, set out as a note under
section 1521 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 95-588 effective Jan. 1, 1979,
see section 401 of Pub. L. 95-588, set out as a note under
section 101 of this title.
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