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TITLE 36—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES, CEREMONIES,

§303

AND ORGANIZATIONS

“SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT AND ADOPTION OF THE
NORTH AMERICAN BISON AS THE NATIONAL
MAMMAL.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The mammal commonly known as
the ‘North American bison’ is adopted as the national
mammal of the United States.

‘“(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this Act or
the adoption of the North American bison as the na-
tional mammal of the United States shall be construed
or used as a reason to alter, change, modify, or other-
wise affect any plan, policy, management decision, reg-
ulation, or other action by the Federal Government.”

§301. National anthem

(a) DESIGNATION.—The composition consisting
of the words and music known as the Star-Span-
gled Banner is the national anthem.

(b) CONDUCT DURING PLAYING.—During a ren-
dition of the national anthem—

(1) when the flag is displayed—

(A) individuals in uniform should give the
military salute at the first note of the an-
them and maintain that position until the
last note;

(B) members of the Armed Forces and vet-
erans who are present but not in uniform
may render the military salute in the man-
ner provided for individuals in uniform; and

(C) all other persons present should face
the flag and stand at attention with their
right hand over the heart, and men not in
uniform, if applicable, should remove their
headdress with their right hand and hold it
at the left shoulder, the hand being over the
heart; and

(2) when the flag is not displayed, all present
should face toward the music and act in the
same manner they would if the flag were dis-
played.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1263; Pub.
L. 110417, [div. A], title V, §595, Oct. 14, 2008, 122
Stat. 4475.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
301(a) ..eeennnn 36:170. Mar. 3, 1931, ch. 436, 46 Stat.
1508.
301(0) .evnnnnnn 36:171. June 22, 1942, ch. 435, §6, 56

Stat. 380; Dec. 22, 1942, ch.
806, §6, 56 Stat. 1077; July
7, 1976, Pub. L. 94-344,
§1(18), 90 Stat. 812.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2008—Subsec. (b)(1)(A) to (C). Pub. L. 110-417 added
subpars. (A) to (C) and struck out former subpars. (A)
to (C) which read as follows:

‘“(A) all present except those in uniform should stand
at attention facing the flag with the right hand over
the heart;

‘(B) men not in uniform should remove their head-
dress with their right hand and hold the headdress at
the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart; and

‘(C) individuals in uniform should give the military
salute at the first note of the anthem and maintain
that position until the last note; and”’.

§ 302. National motto

“In God we trust”’ is the national motto.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1263; Pub.
L. 107-298, §3(a), Nov. 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 2060.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gsgfffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
302 ovvveeennen. 36:186. July 30, 1956, ch. 795, 70
Stat. 732.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2002—Pub. L. 107-293 reenacted section catchline and
text without change.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
REAFFIRMATION OF LANGUAGE

Pub. L. 107293, §3(b), Nov. 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 2061, pro-
vided that: “In codifying this subsection [probably
should be ‘‘section’, meaning section 3 of Pub. L.
107-293, which amended this section], the Office of the
Law Revision Counsel shall make no change in section
302, title 36, United States Code, but shall show in the
historical and statutory notes that the 107th Congress
reaffirmed the exact language that has appeared in the
Motto for decades.”

§ 303. National floral emblem

The flower commonly known as the rose is the
national floral emblem.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1263.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
303 .ol 36:187. Oct. 7, 1986, Pub. L. 99-449,
100 Stat. 1128.

The text of 36:187 (words after comma) is omitted as
executed because the proclamation was made on No-
vember 20, 1986. See Proclamation No. 5574, 51 Fed. Reg.
42197.

Executive Documents

PRroc. No. 5574. THE ROSE PROCLAIMED THE NATIONAL
FLORAL EMBLEM OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Proc. No. 5574, Nov. 20, 1986, 51 F.R. 42197, provided:

Americans have always loved the flowers with which
God decorates our land. More often than any other
flower, we hold the rose dear as the symbol of life and
love and devotion, of beauty and eternity. For the love
of man and woman, for the love of mankind and God,
for the love of country, Americans who would speak the
language of the heart do so with a rose.

We see proofs of this everywhere. The study of fossils
reveals that the rose has existed in America for age
upon age. We have always cultivated roses in our gar-
dens. Our first President, George Washington, bred
roses, and a variety he named after his mother is still
grown today. The White House itself boasts a beautiful
Rose Garden. We grow roses in all our fifty States. We
find roses throughout our art, music, and literature.
We decorate our celebrations and parades with roses.
Most of all, we present roses to those we love, and we
lavish them on our altars, our civil shrines, and the
final resting places of our honored dead.

The American people have long held a special place in
their hearts for roses. Let us continue to cherish them,
to honor the love and devotion they represent, and to
bestow them on all we love just as God has bestowed
them on us.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 159 [Pub. L.
99-449, now this section], has designated the rose as the
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National Floral Emblem of the United States and au-
thorized and requested the President to issue a procla-
mation declaring this fact.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President
of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim
the rose as the National Floral Emblem of the United
States of America.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand this twentieth day of November, in the year of our
Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN,
§ 304. National march

The composition by John Philip Sousa enti-
tled ‘“The Stars and Stripes Forever’ is the na-
tional march.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1263.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

};gggffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
304 oo 36:188. Dec. 11, 1987, Pub. L. 100-186,
101 Stat. 1286.

§305. National tree

The tree genus Quercus, commonly known as
the oak tree, is the national tree.

(Added Pub. L. 108-447, div. J, title I, §109(a),
Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 3344.)

§ 306. National bird

The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) is
the national bird.

(Added Pub. L. 118-206, §1(b), Dec. 23, 2024, 138
Stat. 2699.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
RULE OF CONSTRUCTION

Pub. L. 118-206, §1(d), Dec. 23, 2024, 138 Stat. 2700, pro-
vided that: ‘“Nothing in this section [enacting this sec-
tion and provisions set out as a note under this sec-
tion], the amendments made by this section, or the
adoption of the bald eagle as the national bird of the
United States may be construed or used as a reason to
alter, change, modify, or otherwise affect any plan, pol-
icy, management decision, regulation, or other action
of the Federal Government.”’

FINDINGS

Pub. L. 118-206, §1(a), Dec. 23, 2024, 138 Stat. 2699, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Congress finds that—

‘(1) bald eagles are a historical symbol of the
United States representing independence, strength,
and freedom;

‘(2) the bald eagle is unique to North America;

‘4(3) on June 20, 1782, the bald eagle was adopted as
the Coat of Arms for the United States Great Seal;

‘“(4) the bald eagle image remains the leading insig-
nia for all branches of the United States military;

‘(5) the bald eagle is the leading image on thou-
sands of Federal Government branches, departments,
and agencies, including the President, Vice-Presi-
dent, Congress, and Senate;

‘“(6) the bald eagle serves as the logo, trademark,
and brand icon for businesses, nonprofit organiza-
tions, and sports teams across the United States;

‘“(7T) bald eagles are integral to the spiritual lives
and sacred belief systems of most Indigenous peoples
and Tribal communities;

‘(8) bald eagles are prevalent in belief, practice,
stories, ceremonies, dance, traditions, songs, regalia,
flags, insignias, arts, craft, and other forms of spir-
itual reverence;

‘“(9) bald eagle festivals are—

““(A) held in over 100 locations across the United

States; and

‘(B) key components of community engagement;

‘(10) the bald eagle is prevalent on—

““(A) hundreds of United States stamps; and
‘(B) many United States coins and currencies;

‘“(11) the bald eagle is a primary component and
symbol on Federal and State flags throughout the
United States; and

‘“(12) joint efforts of the Federal Government and
State and local governments, nonprofit organiza-
tions, and individuals have contributed to the suc-
cessful recovery of the bald eagle.”’

CHAPTER 5—PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURAL

CEREMONIES

Sec.

501. Definitions.

502. Regulations, licenses, and registration tags.

503. Use of reservations, grounds, and public
spaces.

504. Installation and removal of electrical facili-
ties.

505. Extension of wires along parade routes.

506. Duration of regulations and licenses and pub-
lication of regulations.

507. Application to other property.

508. Enforcement.

509. Penalty.

510. Disclosure of and prohibition on certain dona-
tions.

511. Authorization of appropriations.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2006—Pub. L. 109-284, §5(1), (2), Sept. 27, 2006, 120 Stat.
1211, added item 510 and redesignated former item 510 as
511.

§501. Definitions

For purposes of this chapter—

(1) “Inaugural Committee’” means the com-
mittee appointed by the President-elect to be
in charge of the Presidential inaugural cere-
mony and functions and activities connected
with the ceremony; and

(2) ““inaugural period’’ means the period that
includes the day on which the Presidential in-
augural ceremony is held, the 5 calendar days
immediately preceding that day, and the 4 cal-
endar days immediately following that day.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1263.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

?gggfgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
L510) 36:721(b). Aug. 6, 1956, ch. 974, §1(b), 70
Stat. 1049.
36:730. Aug. 6, 1956, ch. 974, §10, as
added Jan. 30, 1968, Pub.
L. 90-251, §4, 82 Stat. 4.

In this chapter, the word ‘“Mayor” is substituted for
‘““Commissioners’ in the Presidential Inaugural Cere-
monies Act (ch. 974, 70 Stat. 1049) [subsequently
changed to ‘‘Commissioner’ in 36:ch. 30 because section
401 of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1967 (b App. U.S.C.)
transferred the functions of the Board of Commis-
sioners of the District of Columbia to the Commis-
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