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TITLE 36—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES, CEREMONIES,

§21702

AND ORGANIZATIONS

In subsection (¢)(3), the words ‘“‘occasioned by death,
resignation, or otherwise’’ are omitted as unnecessary.

§21504. Acquisition and management of property

The corporation may acquire, own, lease, en-
cumber, and transfer property, in the United
States and France, to carry out the purposes of
the corporation.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1296.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gﬁgfff,‘f Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
21504 .......... 36:4902. Jan. 30, 1913, ch. 21, §2, 87

Stat. 6564; June 14, 1929, ch.
23, 46 Stat. 11; Oct. 1, 1965,
Pub. L. 89-231, §1, 79 Stat.
901.

The words ‘‘may acquire, own, lease, encumber, and
transfer” are substituted for ‘‘is authorized to take by
purchase, gift, grant, devise, and bequest, and to hold,
mortgage, lease, transfer, and convey’’ for consistency
in the revised title and to eliminate unnecessary words.
The words ‘‘real and personal’ are omitted as unneces-
sary. The words ‘‘to carry out the purpose of the cor-
poration’ are substituted for ‘‘for the purposes of the
said corporation’ and ‘‘as may be deemed necessary for
the wants or development of the corporation or any of
them” for consistency in the revised title and to elimi-
nate unnecessary words.

§21505. Charges for medical services

The corporation may charge a reasonable com-
pensation for providing medical and surgical
services or may provide those services without
charge. Amounts received under this section
shall be used to carry out the purposes of the
corporation.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1296.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

§21507. Nonapplication of audit requirements

The audit requirements of section 10101 of this
title do not apply to the corporation.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1296.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gﬁgfffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
21505 .......... 36:4903 (‘“‘gratu- Jan. 30, 1913, ch. 21, §3

itously or other-
wise’” and words
after 8th comma).

(‘‘gratuitously or other-
wise’” and words after 8th
comma), 37 Stat. 654.

The words ‘‘may charge’ are substituted for ‘‘it shall
be lawful for the said corporation to demand and re-
ceive’” to eliminate unnecessary words. The words
“medical and surgical services’” are substituted for
‘“‘such care, sustenance, professional treatment, and
other services’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The
words ‘‘to carry out the purposes of the corporation’
are substituted for ‘‘be applied to the uses and benefits
of the said corporation’ for consistency.

§21506. Principal office

The principal office of the corporation shall be
in the District of Columbia. However, offices
may be maintained and meetings of the board of
governors and committees may be held else-
where.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1296.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggtif:g Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
21506 .......... 36:4904 (last sen- Jan. 30, 1913, ch. 21, §4 (last
tence). sentence), 37 Stat. 655.

Revised Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
21507 .......... (no source).

The section is added to except the American Hospital
of Paris from the application of section 10101 of the re-
vised title, restating 36:1101-1103, which imposes audit
requirements on certain federally chartered corpora-
tions. The Hospital is not included in the list of cor-
porations set out in 36:1101 to which the audit require-
ments apply.
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Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS
2019—Pub. L. 116-35, §4(b), July 30, 2019, 133 Stat. 1047,
added item 21704A.
§21701. Organization

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.—The American Legion
(in this chapter, the ‘‘corporation’) is a feder-
ally chartered corporation.

(b) PERPETUAL EXISTENCE.—Except as other-
wise provided, the corporation has perpetual ex-
istence.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1297.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

Section
21701(a) ...... 36:41. Sept. 16, 1919, ch. 59, §§1, 2,
41 Stat. 284.
36:42.
21701(b) ...... 36:44 (words before Sept. 16, 1919, ch. 59, §4

4th semicolon re-
lated to perpetual
succession).

(words before 4th semi-
colon related to perpetual
succession), 41 Stat. 285;
June 26, 1953, ch. 153, §1, 67
Stat. 82.

This section is substituted for the source provisions
for consistency in the revised title and to eliminate un-
necessary and obsolete language.

§21702. Purposes

The purposes of the corporation are—

(1) to uphold and defend the Constitution of
the United States;

(2) to promote peace and good will among
the peoples of the United States and all the
nations of the Earth;

(3) to preserve the memories and incidents of
the 2 World Wars and the other great hos-
tilities fought to uphold democracy;
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AND ORGANIZATIONS

(4) to cement the ties and comradeship born
of service; and

() to consecrate the efforts of its members
to mutual helpfulness and service to their
country.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1297.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gsggsz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
21702 .......... 36:43. Sept. 16, 1919, ch. 59, §3, 41

Stat. 285; Oct. 29, 1942, ch.
633, §1, 56 Stat. 1012; July
26, 19565, ch. 386, §1, 69
Stat. 379; Sept. 1, 1966,
Pub. L. 89-550, §1, 80 Stat.
371.

In clause (1), the words ‘‘of America’ are omitted.

§21703. Membership

An individual is eligible for membership in the
corporation only if the individual—
(1) has served in the Armed Forces of—
(A) the United States at any time during—
(i) the period from April 6, 1917, through
November 11, 1918; or
(ii) any time after December 7, 1941; or

(B) a government associated with the
United States during a period or time re-
ferred to in subclause (A) of this clause and
was a citizen of the United States when the
individual entered that service; and

(2) was honorably discharged or separated
from that service or continues to serve honor-
ably during or after that period or time.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1297; Pub.
L. 105-354, §1(6), Nov. 3, 1998, 112 Stat. 3244; Pub.
L. 107-309, §1, Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2449; Pub. L.
116-35, §3, July 30, 2019, 133 Stat. 1046.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
PUB. L. 105-225

gﬁgfffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
21703 .......... 36:45. Sept. 16, 1919, ch. 59, §5, 41

Stat. 285; Oct. 29, 1942, ch.
633, §2, 56 Stat. 1012; July
9, 1946, ch. 546, 60 Stat. 524;
Dec. 28, 1950, ch. 1177, 64
Stat. 1122; July 26, 1955,
ch. 386, §2, 69 Stat. 380;

Sept. 1, 1966, Pub. L.
89-550, §2, 80 Stat. 372;
Dec. 27, 1974, Pub. L.

93-557, 88 Stat. 1792; Aug.
17, 1978, Pub. L. 95-346, 92
Stat. 485; Dec. 21, 1979,
Pub. L. 96-155, 93 Stat.
1165; Oct. 30, 1990, Pub. L.
101-478, 104 Stat. 1157; Dec.
2, 1991, Pub. L. 102-179, 105
Stat. 1229.

In clause (1), the words ‘‘armed forces” are sub-
stituted for ‘‘naval or military services’” and ‘‘military
or naval service’’ for clarity. In subclause (A), the word
““through’ is substituted for ‘‘all dates inclusive’ for
clarity. In subclause (B), the words ‘‘a government as-
sociated with the United States during a period re-
ferred to in subclause (A) of this clause and was a cit-
izen of the United States when the individual entered
that service’ are substituted for ‘‘who, being a citizen
of the United States at the time of entry therein . . .
of any governments associated with the United States
during said wars or hostilities’ for clarity.

In clause (2), the words ‘‘after that period’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘after any of the aforesaid terminal dates”
to eliminate unnecessary words.

PUB. L. 105-354

This amends section 21703(1)(A)(iv) of title 36 to re-
flect changes made by Public Law 105-110 (Nov. 20, 1997,
111 Stat. 2270).

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2019—Par. (1)(A). Pub. L. 116-35, §3(1)(A), substituted
““‘during—"’ for ‘‘during any period from—"" in introduc-
tory provisions, added cls. (i) and (ii), and struck out
former cls. (i) to (vii) which set out specific time peri-
ods one had to serve in the United States Armed Forces
in order to be eligible for membership in the corpora-
tion.

Par. (1)(B). Pub. L. 116-35, §3(1)(B), inserted ‘‘or time”’
after ‘‘a period”.

Par. (2). Pub. L. 116-35, §3(2), inserted ‘‘or time’’ after
‘“‘that period”.

2002—Par. (2). Pub. L. 107-309 inserted ‘‘during or”
after ‘‘continues to serve honorably’’.

1998—Par. (1)(A)(iv). Pub. L. 105-354 substituted ‘‘Feb-
ruary 28, 1961’ for ‘‘December 22, 1961°".

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
FINDINGS AND SENSE OF CONGRESS

Pub. L. 116-35, §2, July 30, 2019, 133 Stat. 1043, pro-
vided that:

‘“(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following find-
ings:

‘(1) Since the end of World War II, the Federal Gov-
ernment has designated specific periods of war, the
dates of which are important for qualification for cer-
tain benefits or membership in veterans organiza-
tions established by Congress.

‘(2) In between those recognized periods of war,
during so-called peacetime eras, the United States
military has been involved in not fewer than 12
known eras, which are unrecognized by the United
States Government as periods of war, resulting in nu-
merous United States personnel combat casualties.

‘“(3) Those 12 unrecognized war eras occurred at the
direction of the then President of the United States,
with full knowledge and consent of the then Con-
gress.

‘“(4) The first of those 12 unrecognized war eras in-
volving active United States military personnel was
the Greek Civil War, fought in Greece from 1946 to
1949 between the army of the Government of Greece,
supported by active military personal of the United
States and the United Kingdom, and the Democratic
Army of Greece, the military branch of the Com-
munist Party of Greece.

‘“(5) During the Greek Civil War, one member of the
Armed Forces of the United States sacrificed his life
in service to the United States, and five others suf-
fered non-combat deaths.

‘“(6) The second of those unrecognized war eras in-
volving active United States military personnel was
the Chinese Civil War, which occurred during the
aftermath of World War II.

‘“(7T) During the Chinese Civil War, the United
States military equipped, trained, transported, and
supplied the Kuomintang-led Government of the Re-
public of China with approximately $4,430,000,000 in
its resistance to the Communist Party of China.

‘(8) During the Chinese Civil War, 14 members of
the Armed Forces of the United States sacrificed
their lives in service to the United States, 150 non-
combatants of the United States lost their lives in
the war, and 51 were wounded, resulting in 215 United
States military casualties.
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