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§ 20501. Organization 

American Chemical Society (in this chapter, 
the ‘‘corporation’’) is a federally chartered cor-
poration. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1287.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20501 .......... 36:3201. Aug. 25, 1937, ch. 762, §§ 1, 7, 
50 Stat. 798, 799. 

36:3207. 

This section is substituted for the source provision 

for consistency in the revised title and to eliminate ex-

ecuted and unnecessary words. 
The text of 36:3207 is omitted as executed and obso-

lete. 

§ 20502. Purposes 

The purposes of the corporation are—
(1) to encourage in the broadest and most 

liberal manner the advancement of chemistry 
in all its branches; 

(2) to promote research in chemical science 
and industry; 

(3) to improve the qualifications and useful-
ness of chemists through high standards of 
professional ethics, education, and attain-
ments; 

(4) to increase and diffuse chemical knowl-
edge; and 

(5) by its meetings, professional contacts, re-
ports, papers, discussions, and publications, to 
promote scientific interests and inquiry to fos-
ter public welfare and education, aid the de-
velopment of our country’s industries, and add 
to the material prosperity and happiness of 
our people. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1287.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20502 .......... 36:3202. Aug. 25, 1937, ch. 762, § 2, 50 
Stat. 798. 

§ 20503. Powers 

The corporation may—
(1) adopt a constitution, bylaws, and regula-

tions; 
(2) fill vacancies; 
(3) provide for the election of members and 

the division of those members into classes; 
(4) receive property, hold the property abso-

lutely or in trust, invest and manage the prop-
erty, and use the property and income arising 
from it to carry out the purposes of the cor-
poration; and 

(5) do any other act necessary and proper to 
carry out the purposes of the corporation. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1287.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20503 .......... 36:3203 (1st sen-
tence). 

Aug. 25, 1937, ch. 762, §§ 3 (1st 
sentence), 5, 50 Stat. 799. 

36:3205. 

Before clause (1), the word ‘‘may’’ is substituted for 

‘‘shall have power to’’ in 36:3203 and ‘‘be, and the same 

is hereby, authorized and empowered to’’ in 36:3205 for 

consistency in the revised title and to eliminate unnec-

essary words. 

In clause (1), the word ‘‘adopt’’ is substituted for 

‘‘make’’ for consistency in the revised title. The word 

‘‘regulations’’ is substituted for ‘‘rules, and regula-

tions’’ to avoid redundancy. The words ‘‘its own organi-

zation’’ are omitted as included in ‘‘constitution, by-

laws, and regulations’’. 

In clause (2), the words ‘‘created by death, resigna-

tion, or otherwise’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

In clause (4), the words ‘‘by devise, bequest, donation, 

or otherwise, either real or personal’’ and ‘‘reinvest’’ 

are omitted as unnecessary. The words ‘‘use . . . to 

carry out the purposes of the corporation’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘apply . . . to the objects of its creation’’ 

for clarity and consistency. 

Clause (5) is substituted for ‘‘all other matters need-

ful and useful to promote the objects of the society’’ for 

consistency in the revised title. 

§ 20504. Cooperation with the military 

(a) INVESTIGATIONS, EXAMINATIONS, EXPERI-
MENTS, AND REPORTS.—When requested by the 
Secretary of the Army, Air Force, or Navy, the 
corporation shall investigate, examine, experi-
ment, and report on any subject in pure or ap-
plied chemistry connected with the national de-
fense. 

(b) PAYMENTS.—The actual expense of those 
investigations, examinations, experiments, and 
reports shall be paid from amounts appropriated 
for those purposes, but the corporation may not 
receive compensation for any services performed 
for the United States Government. 

(c) TITLE AND LICENSE.—Title to inventions 
and discoveries made in the course of those in-
vestigations, examinations, and experiments 
that the appropriate Secretary believes involve 
the national defense vest in the Government. 
The Government shall have unlimited license 
under other inventions and discoveries made in 
the course of those investigations, examina-
tions, and experiments. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1288.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20504 .......... 36:3204. Aug. 25, 1937, ch. 762, § 4, 50 
Stat. 799. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘When requested by the 

Secretary of the Army, Air Force, or Navy, the cor-

poration’’ are substituted for ‘‘The American Chemical 

Society shall, whenever called upon by the Army, Air 

Force, or Navy Department’’ because under 10:3013, 

5013, and 8013 the Secretaries are the heads of the De-

partments. The Secretary of the Air Force is added be-

cause of section 207 of the National Security Act of 1947 

(ch. 343, 61 Stat. 502). 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘shall be paid from 

amounts appropriated for those purposes’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘to be paid from appropriations which may 

have been made for that purpose by Congress’’ for clar-

ity and to eliminate unnecessary words. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘that the appropriate 

Secretary believes’’ are substituted for ‘‘that, in the 

opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of 

the Air Force, or the Secretary of the Army’’ to elimi-

nate unnecessary words. 
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§ 20505. Annual meeting 

The corporation shall hold an annual meeting 
at a place in the United States as may from 
time to time be designated. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1288.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20505 .......... 36:3203 (last sen-
tence). 

Aug. 25, 1937, ch. 762, § 3 (last 
sentence), 50 Stat. 799. 

§ 20506. Annual report 

Not later than December 1 of each year, the 
corporation shall submit a report to Congress on 
the activities of the corporation during the prior 
calendar year, including a complete statement 
of its receipts and expenditures. The report may 
not be printed as a public document. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1288.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20506 .......... 36:3208. Aug. 25, 1937, ch. 762, § 8, 50 
Stat. 800; Aug. 30, 1964, 
Pub. L. 88–504, § 4(38), 78 
Stat. 638. 

The words ‘‘proceedings and’’ are omitted as unneces-

sary.

CHAPTER 207—AMERICAN COUNCIL OF 
LEARNED SOCIETIES 

Sec. 

20701. Definition. 

20702. Organization. 

20703. Purposes. 

20704. Membership. 

20705. Governing body. 

20706. Powers. 

20707. Restrictions. 

20708. Duty to maintain tax-exempt status. 

20709. Records and inspection. 

20710. Service of process. 

20711. Liability for acts of officers and agents. 

20712. Annual report. 

§ 20701. Definition 

For purposes of this chapter, ‘‘State’’ includes 
the District of Columbia and the territories and 
possessions of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1288.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20701 .......... 36:1913. June 1, 1982, Pub. L. 97–192, 
§ 14, 96 Stat. 111. 

The words ‘‘the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico’’ are 

omitted as included in ‘‘the territories and possessions 

of the United States’’. 

§ 20702. Organization 

American Council of Learned Societies (in this 
chapter, the ‘‘corporation’’), a nonprofit cor-
poration incorporated in the District of Colum-
bia, is a federally chartered corporation. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1288.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20702 .......... 36:1901. June 1, 1982, Pub. L. 97–192, 
§ 1, 96 Stat. 109. 

This section is substituted for the sources provision 

for consistency in the revised title and to eliminate ex-

ecuted and unnecessary words. 

§ 20703. Purposes 

The purposes of the corporation are as pro-
vided in the articles of incorporation and in-
clude—

(1) the advancement of the humanistic stud-
ies in all fields of learning; and 

(2) the maintenance and strengthening of re-
lations among the national societies devoted 
to those studies. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1289.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20703 .......... 36:1903. June 1, 1982, Pub. L. 97–192, 
§ 3, 96 Stat. 109. 

The word ‘‘objects’’ is omitted as included in ‘‘pur-

poses’’. The words ‘‘and the corporation shall function 

as authorized by the laws of the State or States where 

it is incorporated’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 20704. Membership 

Except as provided in this chapter, eligibility 
for membership in the corporation and the 
rights and privileges of members are as provided 
in the constitution and bylaws of the corpora-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1289.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20704 .......... 36:1905. June 1, 1982, Pub. L. 97–192, 
§ 5, 96 Stat. 109. 

§ 20705. Governing body 

(a) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—The board of direc-
tors and the responsibilities of the board are as 
provided in the articles of incorporation. 

(b) OFFICERS.—The officers and the election of 
officers are as provided in the articles of incor-
poration. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1289.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20705(a) ...... 36:1906. June 1, 1982, Pub. L. 97–192, 
§§ 6, 7, 96 Stat. 109. 

20705(b) ...... 36:1907. 

The words ‘‘and in conformity with the laws of the 

State or States in which it is incorporated’’ in 36:1906 

and ‘‘and in conformity with the laws of the State or 

States wherein it is incorporated’’ in 36:1907 are omit-

ted as unnecessary. 
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