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§ 153107

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153106 ......... 36:18b (last sen-
tence). 

Feb. 20, 1896, ch. 23, § 3 (last 
sentence), 29 Stat. 9. 

The words ‘‘at their discretion’’ are omitted as un-

necessary. 

§ 153107. Annual report 

The corporation shall submit an annual report 
to the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution 
on the activities of the corporation. The Sec-
retary shall communicate to Congress any part 
of the report that the Secretary considers of na-
tional interest and importance. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1423.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153107 ......... 36:18b (1st sen-
tence). 

Feb. 20, 1896, ch. 23, § 3 (1st 
sentence), 29 Stat. 9. 

The words ‘‘submit an annual report’’ are substituted 

for ‘‘report annually’’ for consistency in the revised 

title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 

of law requiring submittal to Congress of any annual, 

semiannual, or other regular periodic report listed in 

House Document No. 103–7 (in which a report required 

under this section is listed on page 192), see section 3003 

of Pub. L. 104–66, set out as a note under section 1113 of 

Title 31, Money and Finance.

CHAPTER 1533—NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

Sec. 

153301. Organization. 

153302. Purposes. 

153303. Powers. 

153304. Trustees. 

§ 153301. Organization 

National Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution (in this chapter, the ‘‘corporation’’) 
is a body corporate and politic in the District of 
Columbia. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1423.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153301 ......... 36:20a. June 9, 1906, ch. 3065, §§ 1, 5, 
6, 34 Stat. 227, 228. 

36:20e. 
36:20f. 

This section is substituted for 36:20a for consistency 

in the revised title and to eliminate unnecessary and 

executed words. The text of 36:20e and 20f is omitted as 

obsolete. 

§ 153302. Purposes 

The purposes of the corporation are patriotic, 
historical, and educational, and include those 
intended or designed—

(1) to perpetuate the memory of the men 
who, by their services or sacrifices during the 
war of the American Revolution, achieved the 
independence of the American people; 

(2) to unite and promote fellowship among 
their descendants; 

(3) to inspire them and the community at 
large with a more profound reverence for the 
principles of the government founded by our 
forefathers; 

(4) to encourage historical research in rela-
tion to the American Revolution; 

(5) to acquire and preserve the records of the 
individual services of the patriots of the war, 
as well as documents, relics, and landmarks; 

(6) to mark the scenes of the American Rev-
olution by appropriate memorials; 

(7) to celebrate the anniversaries of the 
prominent events of the war and of the Revo-
lutionary period; 

(8) to foster true patriotism; 
(9) to maintain and extend the institutions 

of American freedom; and 
(10) to carry out the purposes expressed in 

the preamble to the Constitution of our coun-
try and the injunctions of Washington in his 
farewell address to the American people. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1424.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153302 ......... 36:20b. June 9, 1906, ch. 3065, § 2, 34 
Stat. 227. 

Before clause (1), the words ‘‘objects’’ and ‘‘declared 

to be’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 153303. Powers 

The corporation may—
(1) adopt and amend a constitution, bylaws, 

and regulations for the admission, govern-
ment, suspension, and expulsion of its mem-
bers; 

(2) adopt and alter a seal; 
(3) provide for the election of its officers and 

define their duties; 
(4) provide for State societies or chapters 

with regulations for their conduct, and regu-
late and provide for the management, safe-
keeping, and protection of their property and 
funds; 

(5) acquire, own, lease, encumber, and trans-
fer property as necessary or convenient to 
carry out the purposes of the corporation; and 

(6) sue and be sued. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1424.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153303 ......... 36:20c. June 9, 1906, ch. 3065, § 3, 34 
Stat. 228; Sept. 8, 1961, 
Pub. L. 87–214, 75 Stat. 489. 

In clause (1), the words ‘‘make and’’ and ‘‘rules’’ are 

omitted as unnecessary. The word ‘‘amend’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘and from time to time to alter and repeal 

such constitution, by-laws, rules, and regulations, and 

to adopt others in their places’’ for consistency in the 
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revised title and to eliminate unnecessary words. The 

words ‘‘Provided always, That such constitution, by-

laws, rules, and regulations be not inconsistent with 

the laws of the United States or any of the States 

thereof’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 
Clause (2) is substituted for ‘‘to adopt a common seal, 

and to alter the same at pleasure’’ for consistency in 

the revised title and to eliminate unnecessary words. 
In clause (4), the word ‘‘regulations’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘rules’’ for consistency. The word ‘‘their’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘its’’ for clarity. 
Clause (5) is substituted for ‘‘receive, purchase, hold, 

sell, and convey real and personal estate, so far only as 

may be necessary or convenient for its lawful pur-

poses’’ for consistency in the revised title and to elimi-

nate unnecessary words. 
In clause (6), the words ‘‘complain and defend in any 

court’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 153304. Trustees 

The property and affairs of the corporation 
shall be managed by at least 40 trustees. The 
trustees shall be elected annually at the time 
provided in the bylaws. At least one trustee 
shall be elected annually from a list of nominees 
to be made by each of the State societies and 
submitted to the corporation at least 30 days be-
fore the annual meeting, in accordance with pro-
visions adopted by the corporation to regulate 
nominations. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1424.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153304 ......... 36:20d. June 9, 1906, ch. 3065, § 4, 34 
Stat. 228; Feb. 6, 1925, ch. 
142, 43 Stat. 808. 

The word ‘‘corporation’’ is substituted for ‘‘society’’ 

for consistency.

CHAPTER 1535—NATIONAL TROPICAL 
BOTANICAL GARDEN 

Sec. 

153501. Organization. 
153502. Purposes. 
153503. Membership. 
153504. Governing body. 
153505. Powers. 
153506. Exclusive right to name. 
153507. Restrictions. 
153508. Principal office and location of activities and 

gardens. 
153509. Records and inspection. 
153510. Statement required in audit report. 
153511. Service of process. 
153512. Liability for acts of officers and agents. 
153513. Distribution of assets on dissolution or final 

liquidation. 
153514. Authorization of appropriations.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–237, § 3(c)(7), Dec. 18, 2014, 128 Stat. 

2840, added item 153514. 

§ 153501. Organization 

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.—National Tropical Bo-
tanical Garden (in this chapter, the ‘‘corpora-
tion’’) is a federally chartered corporation. 

(b) PERPETUAL EXISTENCE.—Except as other-
wise provided, the corporation has perpetual ex-
istence. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1425.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153501 ......... 36:4601. Aug. 19, 1964, Pub. L. 88–449, 
§ 1, 78 Stat. 496; Oct. 28, 
1988, Pub. L. 100–539, § 1, 
102 Stat. 2718. 

36:4602. Aug. 19, 1964, Pub. L. 88–449, 
§ 2, 78 Stat. 496. 

This section is substituted for the source provisions 

for consistency in the revised title and to eliminate un-

necessary and executed words. 

§ 153502. Purposes 

The purposes of the corporation are—
(1) to establish, develop, operate, and main-

tain for the benefit of the people of the United 
States an educational and scientific center in 
the form of one or more tropical botanical gar-
dens, together with facilities such as libraries, 
herbaria, laboratories, and museums that are 
appropriate and necessary for encouraging and 
conducting research in basic and applied trop-
ical botany; 

(2) to foster and encourage fundamental re-
search about tropical plant life and to encour-
age research and study of the uses of tropical 
flora in agriculture, forestry, horticulture, 
medicine, and other sciences; 

(3) to disseminate through publications and 
other media the knowledge about basic and 
applied tropical botany acquired at the gar-
dens; 

(4) to collect and cultivate tropical flora of 
every nature and origin and to preserve for the 
people of the United States species of tropical 
plant life threatened with extinction; and 

(5) to provide a beneficial facility that will 
contribute to the education, instruction, and 
recreation of the people of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1425.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153502 ......... 36:4603. Aug. 19, 1964, Pub. L. 88–449, 
§ 3, 78 Stat. 496. 

Before clause (1), the words ‘‘objects’’ is omitted as 

unnecessary. 

§ 153503. Membership 

(a) ELIGIBILITY.—Except as provided in this 
chapter, eligibility for membership in the cor-
poration and the rights and privileges of mem-
bers are as provided in the constitution and by-
laws of the corporation. 

(b) VOTING.—Each member (except an hon-
orary or associate member) has one vote on each 
matter submitted to a vote at a meeting of the 
members. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1425.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153503 ......... 36:4608. Aug. 19, 1964, Pub. L. 88–449, 
§ 8, 78 Stat. 498. 
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