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§ 152504

poration and the rights and privileges of mem-
bers are as provided in the constitution and by-
laws of the corporation. 

(b) VOTING.—Each member (except an hon-
orary or sustaining member) has one vote on 
each matter submitted to a vote at a meeting of 
the members. The corporation may provide in 
its constitution and bylaws for additional voting 
rights based on dues paid. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1415.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

152503 ......... 36:466. Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 429, § 6, 67 
Stat. 571. 

§ 152504. Governing body 

(a) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—(1) The board of di-
rectors is the governing body of the corporation. 
Between meetings of the corporation, the board 
is responsible for the general policies and pro-
gram of the corporation. Except as provided in 
subsection (c) of this section, the board is re-
sponsible for all funds of the corporation. 

(2) The board shall consist of at least 15 direc-
tors. Their manner of selection (including the 
filling of vacancies) and term of office are as 
provided in the constitution and bylaws of the 
corporation. 

(b) OFFICERS.—(1) The officers of the corpora-
tion are a chairman of the board of directors, a 
president, three or more vice presidents as pro-
vided in the constitution and bylaws, a sec-
retary, a treasurer, and an executive vice presi-
dent. Their duties are as provided in the con-
stitution and bylaws. 

(2) Except for the executive vice president, the 
officers shall be elected at the annual meeting of 
the corporation. The executive vice president 
shall be elected by the board of directors in the 
manner provided in the constitution and bylaws. 

(c) TRUSTEES.—The corporation shall have at 
least 15 trustees. Their manner of selection and 
term of office are as provided in the constitution 
and bylaws. The trustees have full power and 
control over contributed funds that they raise. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1416.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

152504(a) ..... 36:467. Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 429, §§ 7–9, 
67 Stat. 571. 

152504(b) ..... 36:468. 
152504(c) ..... 36:469. 

In subsection (a), the text of 36:467(a) is omitted as 

obsolete. In paragraph (1), the word ‘‘funds’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘finance’’ for consistency in the revised 

title. 

§ 152505. Powers 

The corporation may—
(1) adopt and amend a constitution and by-

laws for the management of its property and 
the regulation of its affairs; 

(2) adopt and alter a corporate seal; 
(3) adopt and alter seals, emblems, and 

badges; 

(4) choose directors, officers, trustees, man-
agers, employees, and agents as the activities 
of the corporation require; 

(5) make contracts; 
(6) acquire, own, lease, encumber, and trans-

fer property as necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of the corporation; 

(7) borrow money, issue instruments of in-
debtedness, and secure its obligations by 
granting security interests in its property; 

(8) publish a magazine and other publica-
tions consistent with the purposes of the cor-
poration; 

(9) charge and collect membership dues and 
subscription fees; 

(10) receive contributions or grants of money 
or property to be devoted to carrying out the 
purposes of the corporation; 

(11) use corporate funds to give prizes, 
awards, or other evidences of merit or recogni-
tion to individuals, corporations, and other or-
ganizations, public or private, for outstanding 
contributions toward the achievement of the 
purposes of the corporation; 

(12) organize, establish, and conduct con-
ferences on safety and accident prevention; 

(13) establish and maintain offices to con-
duct its activities, charter local, State, and re-
gional safety organizations, and establish, reg-
ulate, and discontinue departmental subdivi-
sions and local, State, and regional chapters 
in appropriate places throughout the United 
States and its territories and possessions; 

(14) sue and be sued; and 
(15) do any other act necessary and proper to 

carry out the purposes of the corporation. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1416.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

152505 ......... 36:464. Aug. 13, 1953, ch. 429, §§ 4, 18, 
67 Stat. 570, 574. 

36:478. 

In this section, the text of 36:478 is omitted as exe-

cuted and obsolete. 

In clause (1), the word ‘‘alter’’ is omitted as unneces-

sary. The words ‘‘not inconsistent with the laws of the 

United States or any State in which the corporation is 

to operate’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

In clause (2), the word ‘‘use’’ is omitted as unneces-

sary. 

In clause (3), the words ‘‘use, and display’’ and ‘‘as it 

may adopt’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

In clauses (4) and (13), the word ‘‘activities’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘business’’ for consistency in the revised 

title. 

Clause (6) is substituted for ‘‘take and hold by lease, 

gift, purchase, grant, devise, or bequest any property, 

real or personal, necessary for attaining the objects 

and carrying into effect the purposes of the corpora-

tion’’ and ‘‘transfer, encumber, and convey real or per-

sonal property’’ for consistency in the revised title and 

to eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘subject to 

applicable provisions of law in any State (a) governing 

the amount or kind of real and personal property which 

may be held by, or (b) otherwise limiting or controlling 

the ownership of real or personal property by a cor-

poration operating in such State’’ are omitted as un-

necessary. 

In clause (7), the words ‘‘for the purposes of the cor-

poration’’ are omitted as unnecessary. The words 
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