Page 199

TITLE 36—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES, CEREMONIES,

§140408

AND ORGANIZATIONS

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 501 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, re-
ferred to in subsec. (a), is classified to section 501 of
Title 26, Internal Revenue Code.

§140402. Purposes

The purposes of the corporation are as pro-
vided in its bylaws and articles of incorporation
and include—

(1) to inculcate and stimulate love of the
United States and the flag;

(2) to defend the honor, integrity, and su-
premacy of the Constitution of the United
States and the United States Government;

(3) to advocate military forces adequate to
the defense of the United States;

(4) to foster the integrity and prestige of the
Armed Forces;

(5) to foster fraternal relations between all
branches of the various Armed Forces from
which members are drawn;

(6) to further the education of children of
members of the Armed Forces;

(7) to aid members of the Armed Forces and
their family members and survivors in every
proper and legitimate manner;

(8) to present and support legislative pro-
posals that provide for the fair and equitable
treatment of members of the Armed Forces,
including the National Guard and Reserves,
military retirees, family members, survivors,
and veterans; and

(9) to encourage recruitment and appoint-
ment in the Armed Forces.

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3001; amended Pub. L. 113-237, §3(c)(4), Dec.
18, 2014, 128 Stat. 2840.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2014—Pub. L. 113-237 struck out subsec. (a) designa-
tion and heading ‘“‘GENERAL’’ before ‘‘The purposes’ in
introductory provisions.

§140403. Membership

Eligibility for membership in the corporation,
and the rights and privileges of members of the
corporation, are as provided in the bylaws of the
corporation.

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3002.)

§140404. Governing body

(a) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—The composition of
the board of directors of the corporation, and
the responsibilities of the board, are as provided
in the articles of incorporation and bylaws of
the corporation.

(b) OFFICERS.—The positions of officers of the
corporation, and the election of the officers, are
as provided in the articles of incorporation and
bylaws.

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3002.)

§ 140405. Powers

The corporation has only those powers pro-
vided in its bylaws and articles of incorporation
filed in each State in which it is incorporated.

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3002.)

§ 140406. Restrictions

(a) STOCK AND DIVIDENDS.—The corporation
may not issue stock or declare or pay a divi-
dend.

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME OR ASSETS.—The
income or assets of the corporation may not
inure to the benefit of, or be distributed to, a di-
rector, officer, or member of the corporation
during the life of the charter granted by this
chapter. This subsection does not prevent the
payment of reasonable compensation to an offi-
cer or employee of the corporation or reimburse-
ment for actual necessary expenses in amounts
approved by the board of directors.

(¢c) LOANS.—The corporation may not make a
loan to a director, officer, employee, or member
of the corporation.

(d) CLAIM OF GOVERNMENTAL APPROVAL OR AU-
THORITY.—The corporation may not claim con-
gressional approval or the authority of the
United States Government for any of its activi-
ties.

(e) CORPORATE STATUS.—The corporation shall
maintain its status as a corporation incor-
porated under the laws of the Commonwealth of
Virginia.

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3002.)

§140407. Tax-exempt status required as condi-
tion of charter

If the corporation fails to maintain its status
as an organization exempt from taxation under
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, the charter
granted under this chapter shall terminate.

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3003.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Internal Revenue Code of 1986, referred to in text,
is classified generally to Title 26, Internal Revenue
Code.

§ 140408. Records and inspection

(a) RECORDS.—The corporation shall keep—

(1) correct and complete records of account;

(2) minutes of the proceedings of the mem-
bers, board of directors, and committees of the
corporation having any of the authority of the
board of directors of the corporation; and

(3) at the principal office of the corporation,
a record of the names and addresses of the
members of the corporation entitled to vote
on matters relating to the corporation.

(b) INSPECTION.—A member entitled to vote on
any matter relating to the corporation, or an
agent or attorney of the member, may inspect
the records of the corporation for any proper
purpose at any reasonable time.



§140409

TITLE 36—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES, CEREMONIES,

Page 200

AND ORGANIZATIONS

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3003.)

§140409. Service of process

The corporation shall comply with the law on
service of process of each State in which it is in-
corporated and each State in which it carries on
activities.

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3003.)

§140410. Liability for acts of officers and agents

The corporation is liable for any act of any of-
ficer or agent of the corporation acting within
the scope of the authority of the corporation.

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3003.)

§140411. Annual report

The corporation shall submit to Congress an
annual report on the activities of the corpora-
tion during the preceding fiscal year. The report
shall be submitted at the same time as the re-
port of the audit required by section 10101(b) of
this title. The report may not be printed as a
public document.

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3003.)

§ 140412, Definition

In this chapter, the term ‘‘State’ includes the
District of Columbia and the territories and pos-
sessions of the United States.

(Added Pub. L. 111-95, §1(a), Nov. 6, 2009, 123
Stat. 3003.)

CHAPTER 1405—MILITARY ORDER OF THE
PURPLE HEART OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED
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§140501. Organization

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.—Military Order of the
Purple Heart of the United States of America,
Incorporated (in this chapter, the ‘‘corpora-
tion”’), is a federally chartered corporation.

(b) PLACE OF INCORPORATION AND DOMICILE.—
The corporation is declared to be incorporated
and domiciled in the District of Columbia.

(c) PERPETUAL EXISTENCE.—Except as other-
wise provided, the corporation has perpetual ex-
istence.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1381.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

Section
140501 ......... 36:821. Aug. 26, 1958, Pub. L. 85-761,
§§1, 2, 4(1), 72 Stat. 854,
856.
36:822.
36:824(1).

This section is substituted for the source provisions
for consistency in the revised title and to eliminate ex-
ecuted and unnecessary words.

§ 140502. Principles and purposes

(a) PRINCIPLES.—The principles underlying the
corporation are patriotic allegiance to the
United States, fidelity to the Constitution and
laws of the United States, the security of civil
liberty, and the permanence of free institutions.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the corpora-
tion are educational, fraternal, historical, and
patriotic, perpetuating the principles of liberty
and justice which have created the TUnited
States, by—

(1) commemorating all national patriotic
holidays;

(2) maintaining true allegiance to the Gov-
ernment of the United States and fidelity to
its Constitution and laws;

(3) preserving and strengthening comrade-
ship and patriotism among its members;

(4) assisting, comforting, and aiding all
needy and distressed members and their de-
pendents;

(5) giving needed hospital and service work
through its Department of Veterans Affairs
certified service officers;

(6) cooperating with other civic and patri-
otic organizations having worthy objectives;

(7) keeping alive the achievements and mem-
ory of our country’s founders;

(8) ever cherishing the memory of General
George Washington, who founded the Purple
Heart at his headquarters at Newburgh-on-the-
Hudson on August 7, 1782;

(9) influencing and teaching our citizenry, in
a loyal appreciation of the heritages of Amer-
ican citizenship, with its responsibilities and
privileges; and

(10) preserving and defending the TUnited
States from all enemies.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1381.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

140502 ......... 36:823. Aug. 26, 1958, Pub. L. 85-761,
§3, 72 Stat. 856; June 13,
1991, 102-54,

Pub. L.
§13(n)(3), 105 Stat. 278.

In this section, the words ‘‘of America’ are omitted
for consistency in the revised title.

In subsection (b)(3), the word ‘‘among” is substituted
for ‘‘amongst’’ to use more common terminology.

In subsection (b)(10), the word ‘‘whomsoever’’ is omit-
ted as unnecessary.

§ 140503. Membership

(a) ACTIVE MEMBERS.—An individual is eligible
for active membership in the corporation if the
individual—
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