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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 6 of Pub. L. 117-327, set out as a note under section
40506 of this title.

§40508. Report to Congress

(a) In general

Not later than 1 year after December 27, 2022,
and biennially thereafter, the Attorney General
shall submit to the Committee on the Judiciary
of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate a report
describing the status of the NCIC database and
NamUs databases.
(b) Contents

The report required by subsection (a) shall de-
scribe, to the extent available, information on
the process of information sharing between the
NCIC database and NamUs databases.

(Pub. L. 117-327, §5, Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 4457.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of Billy’s Law, also
known as the Help Find the Missing Act, and not as
part of Jennifer’s Law which comprises this chapter.
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SUBCHAPTER I—COLLECTION AND
ANALYSIS OF SAMPLES

§40701. The Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grant
Program

(a) Authorization of grants

The Attorney General may make grants to eli-
gible States or units of local government for use
by the State or unit of local government for the
following purposes:

(1) To carry out, for inclusion in the Com-
bined DNA Index System of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, DNA analyses of sam-
ples collected under applicable legal author-
ity.

(2) To carry out, for inclusion in such Com-
bined DNA Index System, DNA analyses of
samples from crime scenes, prioritizing, to the
extent practicable consistent with public safe-
ty considerations! samples from rape Kits,
samples from other sexual assault evidence,
and samples taken in cases without an identi-
fied suspect.

(3) To increase the capacity of laboratories
owned by the State or by units of local govern-
ment to carry out DNA analyses of samples
specified in paragraph (1) or (2).

(4) To collect DNA samples specified in para-
graph (1).

(5) To ensure that DNA testing and analysis
of samples from crimes, including sexual as-
sault and other serious violent crimes, are car-
ried out in a timely manner.

(6) Repealed. Pub. L. 1134, title X, §1006,
Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 134.

(7) To conduct an audit consistent with sub-
section (n) of the samples of sexual assault
evidence that are in the possession of the
State or unit of local government and are
awaiting testing.

(8) To ensure that the collection and proc-
essing of DNA evidence by law enforcement
agencies from crimes, in particular, sexual as-
sault and other violent crimes against per-
sons, is carried out in an appropriate and
timely manner and in accordance with the
protocols and practices developed under sub-
section (0)(1).

(9) To increase the capacity of State and
local prosecution offices to address the back-
log of violent crime cases in which suspects
have been identified through DNA evidence.

(b) Eligibility

For a State or unit of local government to be
eligible to receive a grant under this section,
the chief executive officer of the State or unit of
local government shall submit to the Attorney
General an application in such form and con-
taining such information as the Attorney Gen-
eral may require. The application shall, as re-
quired by the Attorney General—

(1) provide assurances that the State or unit
of local government has implemented, or will
implement not later than 120 days after the
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