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1 See References in Text note below. 

By contrast, a successful Fugitive Task Force 
sweep, conducted for 3 days after Fugitive 
Safe Surrender, resulted in the arrest of 65 in-
dividuals. 

(3) Fugitive Safe Surrender is safer for de-
fendants, law enforcement, and innocent by-
standers than needing to conduct a sweep. 

(4) Based upon the success of the pilot pro-
gram, Fugitive Safe Surrender should be ex-
panded to other cities throughout the United 
States. 

(b) Establishment 

The United States Marshals Service shall es-
tablish, direct, and coordinate a program (to be 
known as the ‘‘Fugitive Safe Surrender Pro-
gram’’), under which the United States Marshals 
Service shall apprehend Federal, State, and 
local fugitives in a safe, secure, and peaceful 
manner to be coordinated with law enforcement 
and community leaders in designated cities 
throughout the United States. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
United States Marshals Service to carry out this 
section—

(1) $3,000,000 for fiscal year 2007; 
(2) $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; and 
(3) $8,000,000 for fiscal year 2009. 

(d) Other existing applicable law 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
limit any existing authority under any other 
provision of Federal or State law for law en-
forcement agencies to locate or apprehend fugi-
tives through task forces or any other means. 

(Pub. L. 109–248, title VI, § 632, July 27, 2006, 120 
Stat. 641.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 16989 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 20990. National registry of substantiated cases 
of child abuse 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
in consultation with the Attorney General, shall 
create a national registry of substantiated cases 
of child abuse or neglect. 

(b) Information 

(1) Collection 

The information in the registry described in 
subsection (a) shall be supplied by States and 
Indian tribes, or, at the option of a State, by 
political subdivisions of such State, to the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

(2) Type of information 

The registry described in subsection (a) shall 
collect in a central electronic registry infor-
mation on persons reported to a State, Indian 
tribe, or political subdivision of a State as per-
petrators of a substantiated case of child 
abuse or neglect. 

(c) Scope of information 

(1) In general 

(A) Treatment of reports 

The information to be provided to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services under 
this section shall relate to substantiated re-
ports of child abuse or neglect. 

(B) Exception 

If a State, Indian tribe, or political sub-
division of a State has an electronic register 
of cases of child abuse or neglect equivalent 
to the registry established under this section 
that it maintains pursuant to a requirement 
or authorization under any other provision 
of law, the information provided to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services under 
this section shall be coextensive with that in 
such register. 

(2) Form 

Information provided to the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services under this sec-
tion—

(A) shall be in a standardized electronic 
form determined by the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services; and 

(B) shall contain case-specific identifying 
information that is limited to the name of 
the perpetrator and the nature of the sub-
stantiated case of child abuse or neglect, and 
that complies with clauses (viii) and (ix) of 
section 5106a(b)(2)(A) 1 of title 42. 

(d) Construction 

This section shall not be construed to require 
a State, Indian tribe, or political subdivision of 
a State to modify—

(1) an equivalent register of cases of child 
abuse or neglect that it maintains pursuant to 
a requirement or authorization under any 
other provision of law; or 

(2) any other record relating to child abuse 
or neglect, regardless of whether the report of 
abuse or neglect was substantiated, unsub-
stantiated, or determined to be unfounded. 

(e) Accessibility 

Information contained in the national registry 
shall only be accessible to any Federal, State, 
Indian tribe, or local government entity, or any 
agent of such entities, that has a need for such 
information in order to carry out its responsibil-
ities under law to protect children from child 
abuse and neglect. 

(f) Dissemination 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall establish standards for the dissemination 
of information in the national registry of sub-
stantiated cases of child abuse or neglect. Such 
standards shall comply with clauses (viii) and 
(ix) of section 5106a(b)(2)(A) 1 of title 42. 

(g) Study 

(1) In general 

The Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices shall conduct a study on the feasibility of 
establishing data collection standards for a 
national child abuse and neglect registry with 
recommendations and findings concerning—
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(A) costs and benefits of such data collec-
tion standards; 

(B) data collection standards currently 
employed by each State, Indian tribe, or po-
litical subdivision of a State; 

(C) data collection standards that should 
be considered to establish a model of prom-
ising practices; and 

(D) a due process procedure for a national 
registry. 

(2) Report 

Not later than 1 year after July 27, 2006, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall submit 
to the Committees on the Judiciary in the 
House of Representatives and the United 
States Senate and the Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions and 
the House Committee on Education and the 
Workforce a report containing the rec-
ommendations and findings of the study on 
data collection standards for a national child 
abuse registry authorized under this sub-
section. 

(3) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated 
$500,000 for the period of fiscal years 2006 and 
2007 to carry out the study required by this 
subsection. 

(Pub. L. 109–248, title VI, § 633, July 27, 2006, 120 
Stat. 642.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 5106a(b)(2)(A) of title 42, referred to in sub-

secs. (c)(2)(B) and (f), was redesignated section 

5106a(b)(2)(B) of title 42 by Pub. L. 111–320, title I, 

§ 115(c)(2)(A), Dec. 20, 2010, 124 Stat. 3469. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 16990 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 20991. Annual report on enforcement of reg-
istration requirements 

Not later than July 1 of each year, the Attor-
ney General shall submit a report to Congress 
describing—

(1) the use by the Department of Justice of 
the United States Marshals Service to assist 
jurisdictions in locating and apprehending sex 
offenders who fail to comply with sex offender 
registration requirements, as authorized by 
this chapter; 

(2) the use of section 2250 of title 18 to punish 
offenders for failure to register; 

(3) a detailed explanation of each jurisdic-
tion’s compliance with subchapter I of this 
chapter; 

(4) a detailed description of Justice Depart-
ment efforts to ensure compliance and any 
funding reductions, the basis for any decision 
to reduce funding or not to reduce funding 
under section 20927 of this title; and 

(5) the denial or grant of any extensions to 
comply with subchapter I of this chapter, and 
the reasons for such denial or grant. 

(Pub. L. 109–248, title VI, § 635, July 27, 2006, 120 
Stat. 644.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in par. (1), was in the origi-

nal ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 109–248, July 27, 2006, 

120 Stat. 587, known as the Adam Walsh Child Protec-

tion and Safety Act of 2006. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 2006 Act note 

set out under section 10101 of this title and Tables. 
Subchapter I of this chapter, referred to in pars. (3) 

and (5), was in the original ‘‘the Sex Offender Registra-

tion and Notification Act’’, meaning title I of Pub. L. 

109–248, July 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 590. For complete classi-

fication of title I to the Code, see Short Title of 2006 

Act note set out under section 10101 of this title and 

Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 16991 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
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§ 21101. Definitions 

In this chapter, the following definitions shall 
apply: 

(1) Child exploitation 

The term ‘‘child exploitation’’ means any 
conduct, attempted conduct, or conspiracy to 
engage in conduct involving a minor that vio-
lates section 1591, chapter 109A, chapter 110, 
and chapter 117 of title 18 or any sexual activ-
ity involving a minor for which any person can 
be charged with a criminal offense. 

(2) Child obscenity 

The term ‘‘child obscenity’’ means any vis-
ual depiction proscribed by section 1466A of 
title 18. 

(3) Minor 

The term ‘‘minor’’ means any person under 
the age of 18 years. 

(4) Sexually explicit conduct 

The term ‘‘sexually explicit conduct’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 2256 of 
title 18. 

(Pub. L. 110–401, § 2, Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4229.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 110–401, Oct. 13, 2008, 122 
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