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Judiciary of the Senate and the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representa-
tives on all approved conference expendi-
tures referenced in this paragraph. 

(b) Reporting 

Not later than March 1 of each year, the At-
torney General shall submit to the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that—

(1) summarizes the efforts of the Adminis-
trator to monitor and evaluate the regional 
children’s advocacy program activities under 
section 20303(d) of this title; 

(2) describes—
(A) the method by which amounts are allo-

cated to grantees and subgrantees under this 
subchapter, including to local children’s ad-
vocacy centers, State chapters, and regional 
children’s advocacy program centers; and 

(B) steps the Attorney General has taken 
to minimize duplication and overlap in the 
awarding of amounts under this subchapter; 
and

(3) analyzes the extent to which both rural 
and urban populations are served under the re-
gional children’s advocacy program. 

(Pub. L. 101–647, title II, § 214C, as added Pub. L. 
113–163, § 2(b), Aug. 8, 2014, 128 Stat. 1864; amend-
ed Pub. L. 115–424, § 2(g), Jan. 7, 2019, 132 Stat. 
5469.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(3)(A), probably 

means the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990, title II 

of Pub. L. 101–647, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4792, which is 

classified principally to this chapter. For complete 

classification of title II to the Code, see Short Title of 

1990 Act note set out under section 10101 of this title 

and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 13005 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Pub. L. 115–424 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b).

SUBCHAPTER II—COURT-APPOINTED 
SPECIAL ADVOCATE PROGRAM 

§ 20321. Findings 

The Congress finds that—
(1) Court Appointed Special Advocates, who 

may serve as guardians ad litem, are trained 
volunteers appointed by courts to advocate for 
the best interests of children who are involved 
in the juvenile and family court system due to 
abuse or neglect; and 

(2) in 2003, Court Appointed Special Advo-
cate volunteers represented 288,000 children, 
more than 50 percent of the estimated 540,000 
children in foster care because of substan-
tiated cases of child abuse or neglect. 

(Pub. L. 101–647, title II, § 215, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4794; Pub. L. 109–162, title I, § 112(a), Jan. 5, 
2006, 119 Stat. 2985.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 13011 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pars. (1), (2). Pub. L. 109–162 added pars. (1) and 

(2) and struck out former pars. (1) and (2), which read 

as follows: 

‘‘(1) the National Court-Appointed Special Advocate 

provides training and technical assistance to a network 

of 13,000 volunteers in 377 programs operating in 47 

States; and 

‘‘(2) in 1988, these volunteers represented 40,000 chil-

dren, representing approximately 15 percent of the esti-

mated 270,000 cases of child abuse and neglect in juve-

nile and family courts.’’

§ 20322. Purpose 

The purpose of this subchapter is to ensure 
that by January 1, 2015, a court-appointed spe-
cial advocate shall be available to every victim 
of child abuse or neglect in the United States 
that needs such an advocate. 

(Pub. L. 101–647, title II, § 216, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4794; Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40156(a)(2), 
Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1923; Pub. L. 109–162, title 
I, § 112(b), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 2986; Pub. L. 
113–4, title I, § 106(1), Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 77.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 13012 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Pub. L. 113–4 substituted ‘‘January 1, 2015’’ for 

‘‘January 1, 2010’’. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–162 substituted ‘‘January 1, 2010’’ for 

‘‘January 1, 1995’’. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 made technical amendment to 

reference to this subchapter to correct reference to cor-

responding provision of original act.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–4 not effective until the 

beginning of the fiscal year following Mar. 7, 2013, see 

section 4 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a note under sec-

tion 2261 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

§ 20323. Strengthening of court-appointed special 
advocate program 

(a) In general 

The Administrator of the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention shall make 
grants to initiate, sustain, and expand the 
court-appointed special advocate program. 

(b) Grantee organizations 

(1) An organization to which a grant is made 
pursuant to subsection (a)—

(A) shall be a national organization that has 
broad membership among court-appointed spe-
cial advocates and has demonstrated experi-
ence in grant administration of court-ap-
pointed special advocate programs and in pro-
viding training and technical assistance to 
court-appointed special advocate program; or 
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