§10651a

§10651a. Veteran Treatment Court Program

(a) Establishment

Subject to the availability of appropriations,
in coordination with the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, the Attorney General shall establish and
carry out a Veteran Treatment Court Program
to provide grants and technical assistance to
court systems that—

(1) have adopted a Veterans Treatment

Court Program; or

(2) have filed a notice of intent to establish

a Veterans Treatment Court Program with the

Secretary.

(b) Purpose

The purpose of the Veterans Treatment Court
Program established under subsection (a) is to
ensure the Department of Justice has a single
office to coordinate the provision of grants,
training, and technical assistance to help State,
local, and Tribal governments to develop and
maintain veteran treatment courts.

(¢) Programs included

The Veterans Treatment Court Program es-
tablished under subsection (a) shall include the
grant programs relating to veterans treatment
courts carried out by the Attorney General pur-
suant to sections 106561 and 10701 of this title or
any other provision of law.

(d) Regulations

The Attorney General shall promulgate regu-
lations to carry out this section.

(Pub. L. 116-153, §3, Aug. 8, 2020, 134 Stat. 688.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Veteran Treat-
ment Court Coordination Act of 2019, and not as part of
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
which comprises this chapter.

§10652. National criminal justice and mental
health training and technical assistance

(a) Authority

The Attorney General may make grants to eli-
gible organizations to provide for the establish-
ment of a National Criminal Justice and Mental
Health Training and Technical Assistance Cen-
ter.

(b) Eligible organization

For purposes of subsection (a), the term ‘‘eligi-
ble organization’ means a national nonprofit or-
ganization that provides technical assistance
and training to, and has special expertise and
broad, national-level experience in, mental
health, crisis intervention, criminal justice sys-
tems, law enforcement, translating evidence
into practice, training, and research, and edu-
cation and support of people with mental illness
and the families of such individuals.

(c¢) Use of funds

Any organization that receives a grant under
subsection (a) shall collaborate with other grant
recipients to establish and operate a National
Criminal Justice and Mental Health Training
and Technical Assistance Center to—
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(1) provide law enforcement officer training
regarding mental health and working with in-
dividuals with mental illnesses, with an em-
phasis on de-escalation of encounters between
law enforcement officers and those with men-
tal disorders or in crisis, which shall include
support the development of in-person and
technical information exchanges between sys-
tems and the individuals working in those sys-
tems in support of the concepts identified in
the training;

(2) provide education, training, and tech-
nical assistance for States, Indian tribes, ter-
ritories, units of local government, service
providers, nonprofit organizations, probation
or parole officers, prosecutors, defense attor-
neys, emergency response providers, and cor-
rections institutions to advance practice and
knowledge relating to mental health crisis and
approaches to mental health and criminal jus-
tice across systems;

(3) provide training and best practices to
mental health providers and criminal justice
agencies relating to diversion initiatives, jail
and prison strategies, reentry of individuals
with mental illnesses into the community, and
dispatch protocols and triage capabilities, in-
cluding the establishment of learning sites;

(4) develop suicide prevention and crisis
intervention training and technical assistance
for criminal justice agencies;

(5) develop a receiving center system and
pilot strategy that provides, for a jurisdiction,
a single point of entry into the mental health
and substance abuse system for assessments
and appropriate placement of individuals expe-
riencing a crisis;

(6) collect data and best practices in mental
health and criminal health and criminal jus-
tice initiatives and policies from grantees
under this subchapter, other recipients of
grants under this section, Federal, State, and
local agencies involved in the provision of
mental health services, and nongovernmental
organizations involved in the provision of
mental health services;

(7) develop and disseminate to mental health
providers and criminal justice agencies eval-
uation tools, mechanisms, and measures to
better assess and document performance meas-
ures and outcomes relating to the provision of
mental health services;

(8) disseminate information to States, units
of local government, criminal justice agencies,
law enforcement agencies, and other relevant
entities about best practices, policy standards,
and research findings relating to the provision
of mental health services; and

(9) provide education and support to individ-
uals with mental illness involved with, or at
risk of involvement with, the criminal justice
system, including the families of such individ-
uals.

(d) Accountability
Grants awarded under this section shall be

subject to the following accountability provi-
sions:

(1) Audit requirement
(A) Definition
In this paragraph, the term ‘‘unresolved
audit finding” means a finding in the final
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