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Par. (1). Pub. L. 107–273, § 5001(b)(2)(B), amended par. 

(1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘a certification that the State has developed a 

consolidated State plan for forensic science labora-

tories operated by the State or by other units of local 

government within the State under a program de-

scribed in section 3797m(a) of this title, and a specific 

description of the manner in which the grant will be 

used to carry out that plan;’’. 

Par. (2). Pub. L. 107–273, § 5001(b)(2)(C), inserted ‘‘or 

appropriate certifying bodies’’ after ‘‘accrediting orga-

nizations’’. 

Par. (3). Pub. L. 107–273, § 5001(b)(2)(D), inserted ‘‘for a 

State or local plan’’ after ‘‘program’’. 

§ 10563. Allocation 

(a) In general 

(1) Population allocation 

Eighty-five percent of the amount made 
available to carry out this subchapter in each 
fiscal year shall be allocated to each State 
that meets the requirements of section 10562 of 
this title so that each State shall receive an 
amount that bears the same ratio to the 85 
percent of the total amount made available to 
carry out this subchapter for that fiscal year 
as the population of the State bears to the 
population of all States. 

(2) Discretionary allocation 

Fifteen percent of the amount made avail-
able to carry out this subchapter in each fiscal 
year shall be allocated pursuant to the Attor-
ney General’s discretion for competitive 
awards to States and units of local govern-
ment. In making awards under this sub-
chapter, the Attorney General shall consider 
the average annual number of part 1 violent 
crimes reported by each State to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation for the 3 most recent 
calendar years for which data is available and 
consider the existing resources and current 
needs of the potential grant recipient. 

(3) Minimum requirement 

Each State shall receive not less than 1 per-
cent of the amount made available to carry 
out this subchapter in each fiscal year. 

(4) Proportional reduction 

If the amounts available to carry out this 
subchapter in each fiscal year are insufficient 
to pay in full the total payment that any 
State is otherwise eligible to receive under 
paragraph (3), then the Attorney General shall 
reduce payments under paragraph (1) for such 
payment period to the extent of such insuffi-
ciency. Reductions under the preceding sen-
tence shall be allocated among the States 
(other than States whose payment is deter-
mined under paragraph (3)) in the same pro-
portions as amounts would be allocated under 
paragraph (1) without regard to paragraph (3). 

(b) State defined 

In this section, the term ‘‘State’’ means each 
of the several States, the District of Columbia, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, American Samoa, Guam, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, ex-
cept that—

(1) for purposes of the allocation under this 
section, American Samoa and the Common-

wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands shall 
be considered as 1 State; and 

(2) for purposes of paragraph (1), 67 percent 
of the amount allocated shall be allocated to 
American Samoa, and 33 percent shall be allo-
cated to the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

(Pub. L. 90–351, title I, § 2803, as added Pub. L. 
106–561, § 2(c)(1), Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2788; 
amended Pub. L. 107–273, div. B, title V, 
§ 5001(b)(3), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1814; Pub. L. 
114–324, § 9(a)(2), Dec. 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 1955.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 3797l of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 114–324, § 9(a)(2)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘Eighty-five percent’’ for ‘‘Seventy-five per-

cent’’ and ‘‘85 percent’’ for ‘‘75 percent’’. 
Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 114–324, § 9(a)(2)(B), substituted 

‘‘Fifteen percent’’ for ‘‘Twenty-five percent’’. 
Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 114–324, § 9(a)(2)(C), substituted 

‘‘1 percent’’ for ‘‘0.6 percent’’. 
2002—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 107–273 substituted ‘‘for 

competitive awards to States and units of local govern-

ment. In making awards under this subchapter, the At-

torney General shall consider the average annual num-

ber of part 1 violent crimes reported by each State to 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the 3 most re-

cent calendar years for which data is available and con-

sider the existing resources and current needs of the 

potential grant recipient’’ for ‘‘to States with above av-

erage rates of part 1 violent crimes based on the aver-

age annual number of part 1 violent crimes reported by 

such State to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 

the 3 most recent calendar years for which such data is 

available’’. 

§ 10564. Use of grants 

(a) In general 

A State or unit of local government that re-
ceives a grant under this subchapter shall use 
the grant to do any one or more of the following: 

(1) To carry out all or a substantial part of 
a program intended to improve the quality 
and timeliness of forensic science or medical 
examiner services in the State, including such 
services provided by the laboratories operated 
by the State and those operated by units of 
local government within the State. 

(2) To eliminate a backlog in the analysis of 
forensic science evidence, including firearms 
examination, latent prints, impression evi-
dence, toxicology, digital evidence, fire evi-
dence, controlled substances, forensic pathol-
ogy, questionable documents, and trace evi-
dence. 

(3) To train, assist, and employ forensic lab-
oratory personnel and medicolegal death in-
vestigators, as needed, to eliminate such a 
backlog. 

(4) To address emerging forensic science 
issues (such as statistics, contextual bias, and 
uncertainty of measurement) and emerging fo-
rensic science technology (such as high 
throughput automation, statistical software, 
and new types of instrumentation). 

(5) To educate and train forensic patholo-
gists. 
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