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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 102 of Pub. L. 115–270, set out as a note under sec-
tion 2201 of this title. 

§ 550. Report on water terminal and transfer fa-
cilities 

The Chief of Engineers, United States Army, 
shall indicate in his annual reports the char-
acter of the terminal and transfer facilities ex-
isting on every harbor or waterway under main-
tenance or improvement by the United States, 
and state whether they are considered adequate 
for existing commerce. He shall also submit one 
or more special reports on this subject, as soon 
as possible after January 18, 1918, including, 
among other things, the following: 

(a) A brief description of such water terminals, 
including location and the suitability of such 
terminals to the existing traffic conditions, and 
whether such terminals are publicly or privately 
owned, and the terms and conditions under 
which they may be subjected to public use. 

(b) Whether such water terminals are con-
nected by a belt or spur line of railroad with all 
the railroads serving the same territory or mu-
nicipality, and whether such connecting railroad 
is owned by the public and the conditions upon 
which the same may be used, and also whether 
there is an interchange of traffic between the 
water carriers and the railroad or railroads as to 
such traffic which is carried partly by rail and 
partly by water to its destination, and also 
whether improved and adequate highways have 
been constructed connecting such water ter-
minal with the other lines of highways. 

(c) If no water terminals have been con-
structed by the municipality or other existing 
public agency there shall be included in his re-
port an expression of opinion in general terms as 
to the necessity, number, and appropriate loca-
tion of such a terminal or terminals. 

(d) An investigation of the general subject of 
water terminals, with descriptions and general 
plans of terminals of appropriate types and con-
struction for the harbors and waterways of the 
United States suitable for various commercial 
purposes and adapted to the varying conditions 
of tides, floods, and other physical characteris-
tics. 

(July 18, 1918, ch. 155, § 7, 40 Stat. 911.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from act July 18, 1918, popularly known as 
the ‘‘Rivers and Harbors Appropriation Act of 1918’’. 

§ 551. Policy of Government as to terminal facili-
ties for new projects 

It is declared to be the policy of the Congress 
that water terminals are essential at all cities 
and towns located upon harbors or navigable wa-
terways and that at least one public terminal 
should exist, constructed, owned, and regulated 
by the municipality or other public agency of 
the State and open to the use of all on equal 
terms. The Secretary of the Army, through the 
Chief of Engineers, shall give full publicity, as 
far as may be practicable, to this provision. 

(Mar. 2, 1919, ch. 95, § 1, 40 Stat. 1286; July 26, 
1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from act Mar. 2, 1919, popularly known as 
the ‘‘Rivers and Harbors Appropriation Act of 1919’’. 

The original text of said section 1 read as follows: ‘‘It 
is hereby declared to be the policy of the Congress that 
water terminals are essential at all cities and towns lo-
cated upon harbors or navigable waterways and that at 
least one public terminal should exist, constructed, 
owned, and regulated by the municipality, or other 
public agency of the State and open to the use of all on 
equal terms, and with the view of carrying out this pol-
icy to the fullest possible extent the Secretary of War 
is hereby vested with the discretion to withhold, unless 
the public interests would seriously suffer by delay, 
monies appropriated in this Act for new projects adopt-
ed herein, or for the further improvement of existing 
projects if, in his opinion, no water terminals exist ade-
quate for the traffic and open to all on equal terms, or 
unless satisfactory assurances are received that local 
or other interests will provide such adequate terminal 
or terminals. The Secretary of War, through the Chief 
of Engineers, shall give full publicity, as far as may be 
practicable, to this provision.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued Department of the Army under ad-
ministrative supervision of Secretary of the Army. 

§ 552. Repealed. May 29, 1928, ch. 901, § 1(28), 45 
Stat. 988

Section, act Aug. 5, 1886, ch. 929, § 8, 24 Stat. 335, re-
quired reports to Congress concerning civilian engi-
neers employed in improving rivers and harbors. 

§ 553. Freight statistics 

In the collection of statistics relating to traf-
fic, the Corps of Engineers is directed to adopt 
a uniform system of classification for freight, 
and upon rivers or inland waterways to collate 
ton-mileage statistics as far as practicable. 

(July 25, 1912, ch. 253, § 1, 37 Stat. 223.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from part of section 1 of act July 25, 1912, 
popularly known as the ‘‘Rivers and Harbors Appro-
priation Act of 1912’’. 

§ 554. Duty of shipowners and officers to furnish 
information to person in local charge of im-
provement; penalty 

Owners, agents, masters, and clerks of vessels 
arriving at or departing from localities where 
works of river and harbor improvement are car-
ried on shall furnish, on application of the per-
sons in local charge of the works, a comprehen-
sive statement of vessels, passengers, freight, 
and tonnage. 

Every person or persons offending against the 
provisions of this section shall, for each and 
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every offense, be liable to a fine of $100, or im-
prisonment not exceeding two months, to be en-
forced in any district court in the United States 
within whose territorial jurisdiction such of-
fense may have been committed. 

(Feb. 21, 1891, ch. 252, §§ 1, 2, 26 Stat. 766.) 

§ 555. Duty of shipowners and officers to furnish 
information required by Secretary of the 
Army 

Owners, agents, masters, and clerks of vessels 
and other craft plying upon the navigable waters 
of the United States, and all individuals and cor-
porations engaged in transporting their own 
goods upon the navigable waters of the United 
States, shall furnish such statements relative to 
vessels, passengers, freight, and tonnage as may 
be required by the Secretary of the Army: Pro-

vided, That this provision shall not apply to 
those rafting logs except upon a direct request 
upon the owner to furnish specific information. 

Every person or persons offending against the 
provisions of this section shall, for each and 
every offense, be liable to a fine of not more 
than $5,000, or imprisonment not exceeding two 
months, to be enforced in any district court in 
the United States within whose territorial juris-
diction such offense may have been committed. 
In addition, the Secretary may assess a civil 
penalty of up to $2,500, per violation, against 
any person or entity that fails to provide time-
ly, accurate statements required to be sub-
mitted pursuant to this section by the Sec-
retary. 

(Sept. 22, 1922, ch. 427, § 11, 42 Stat. 1043; July 26, 
1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501; Pub. L. 
99–662, title IX, § 919(f), Nov. 17, 1986, 100 Stat. 
4193.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from act Sept. 22, 1922, popularly known as 
the ‘‘Rivers and Harbors Appropriation Act of 1922’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–662 substituted ‘‘not more than 
$5,000’’ for ‘‘$100’’ and inserted ‘‘In addition, the Sec-
retary may assess a civil penalty of up to $2,500, per 
violation, against any person or entity that fails to 
provide timely, accurate statements required to be sub-
mitted pursuant to this section by the Secretary.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued Department of the Army under ad-
ministrative supervision of Secretary of the Army. 

§ 555a. Petroleum product information 

(a) Disclosure to States 

The Secretary shall disclose petroleum prod-
uct information to any State taxing agency 
making a request under subsection (b). Such in-

formation shall be disclosed for the purpose of, 
and only to the extent necessary in, the admin-
istration of State tax laws. 

(b) Requests for disclosure 

Disclosure of information under this section 
shall be permitted only upon written request by 
the head of the State taxing agency and only to 
the representatives of such agency designated in 
such written request as the individuals who are 
to inspect or to receive the information on be-
half of such agency. Any such representative 
shall be an employee or legal representative of 
such agency. 

(c) Modes of disclosure 

(1) Requests for the disclosure of information 
under this section, and such disclosure, shall be 
made in such manner and at such time and place 
as shall be prescribed by the Secretary. 

(2) Information disclosed to any person under 
this section may be provided in the form of writ-
ten documents or reproductions of such docu-
ments, or by any other mode or means which the 
Secretary determines necessary or appropriate. 
A reasonable fee may be prescribed for fur-
nishing such information. 

(3) Any reproduction of any document or other 
matter made in accordance with this subsection 
shall have the same legal status as the original, 
and any such reproduction shall, if properly au-
thenticated, be admissible in evidence in any ju-
dicial or administrative proceeding as if it were 
the original, whether or not the original is in 
existence. 

(d) Confidentiality of disclosed information 

The Secretary shall not disclose information 
to a State taxing agency of a State under this 
section unless such State has in effect provi-
sions of law which—

(1) exempt such information from disclosure 
under a State law requiring agencies of the 
State to make information available to the 
public, or 

(2) otherwise protect the confidentiality of 
the information.

Nothing in the preceding sentence shall be con-
strued to prohibit the disclosure by an officer or 
employee of a State of information to another 
officer or employer of such State (or political 
subdivision of such State) to the extent nec-
essary in the administration of State tax laws. 

(e) Definitions 

For purposes of this section, the term—
(1) ‘‘petroleum product information’’ means 

information relating to petroleum products 
transported by vessel which is received by the 
Secretary (A) under section 555 of this title, or 
(B) under any other legal authority; and 

(2) ‘‘State taxing agency’’ means any State 
agency, body, or commission, or its legal rep-
resentative, which is charged under the laws of 
such State with responsibility for the adminis-
tration of State tax laws. 

(f) Omitted 

(Pub. L. 99–662, title IX, § 919, Nov. 17, 1986, 100 
Stat. 4192.)
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