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characteristics of sound-signaling appliances,
shall not be applicable to a vessel of special con-
struction or purpose, whenever the Secretary of
the Navy, for any vessel of the Navy, or the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast
Guard is operating, for any other vessel of the
United States, shall certify that the vessel can-
not comply fully with that requirement without
interfering with the special function of the ves-
sel.

(b) Closest possible compliance by vessels cov-
ered by certification for alternative compli-
ance

Whenever a certification is issued under the
authority of subsection (a) of this section, the
vessel involved shall comply with the require-
ment as to which the certification is made to
the extent that the Secretary issuing the certifi-
cation shall certify as the closest possible com-
pliance by that vessel.

(c) Publication of certifications in Federal Reg-
ister

Notice of the certifications issued pursuant to
subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall be
published in the Federal Register.

(d) Issuance of certification for a class of vessels

A certification authorized by this section may
be issued for a class of vessels.

(Pub. L. 95-75, §6, July 27, 1977, 91 Stat. 309; Pub.
L. 96-591, §6(2), Dec. 24, 1980, 94 Stat. 3434.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS
1980—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 96-591 added subsec. (d).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security,
and for treatment of related references, see sections
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

§1606. Special rules for ships of war, vessels pro-
ceeding under convoy, and fishing vessels
engaged in fishing as a fleet

(a) The Secretary of the Navy is authorized to
promulgate special rules with respect to addi-
tional station or signal lights or whistle signals
for ships of war or vessels proceeding under con-
voy, and the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating is authorized
to promulgate special rules with respect to addi-
tional station or signal lights for fishing vessels
engaged in fishing as a fleet.

(b) The additional station or signal lights or
whistle signals contained in the special rules au-
thorized under subsection (a) of this section
shall be, as far as possible, such that they can-
not be mistaken for any light or signal author-
ized by the International Regulations. Notice of
such special rules shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and, after the effective date speci-
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fied in such notice, they shall have effect as if
they were a part of the International Regula-
tions.

(Pub. L. 95-75, § 7, July 27, 1977, 91 Stat. 310.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security,
and for treatment of related references, see sections
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

§1607. Implementation by rules and regulations;
authority to promulgate

The Secretary of the department in which the
Coast Guard is operating is authorized to pro-
mulgate such reasonable rules and regulations
as are necessary to implement the provisions of
this chapter and the International Regulations
proclaimed hereunder.

(Pub. L. 95-75, §8, July 27, 1977, 91 Stat. 310.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security,
and for treatment of related references, see sections
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

§1608. Civil penalties
(a) Liability of vessel operator for violations

Whoever operates a vessel, subject to the pro-
visions of this chapter, in violation of this chap-
ter or of any regulation promulgated pursuant
to section 1607 of this title, shall be liable to a
civil penalty of not more than $5,000 for each
such violation.

(b) Liability of vessel for violations; seizure of
vessel

Every vessel subject to the provisions of this
chapter, other than a public vessel being used
for noncommercial purposes, which is operated
in violation of this chapter or of any regulation
promulgated pursuant to section 1607 of this
title, shall be liable to a civil penalty of not
more than $5,000 for each such violation, for
which penalty the vessel may be seized and pro-
ceeded against in the district court of the
United States of any district within which such
vessel may be found.

(c) Assessment of penalties; notice; opportunity
for hearing; remission, mitigation, and com-
promise of penalty; action for collection

The Secretary of the department in which the
Coast Guard is operating may assess any civil
penalty authorized by this section. No such pen-
alty may be assessed until the person charged,
or the owner of the vessel charged, as appro-
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