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ning agency for a period not to exceed three 
years, which period shall begin after October 18, 
1972, if such agency provides for adequate rep-
resentation of appropriate State, interstate, 
local, or (when appropriate) international inter-
ests in the basin or portion thereof involved and 
is capable of developing an effective, comprehen-
sive water quality control plan for a basin or 
portion thereof. 

(2) Each planning agency receiving a grant 
under this subsection shall develop a com-
prehensive pollution control plan for the basin 
or portion thereof which—

(A) is consistent with any applicable water 
quality standards effluent and other limita-
tions, and thermal discharge regulations es-
tablished pursuant to current law within the 
basin; 

(B) recommends such treatment works as 
will provide the most effective and economical 
means of collection, storage, treatment, and 
elimination of pollutants and recommends 
means to encourage both municipal and indus-
trial use of such works; 

(C) recommends maintenance and improve-
ment of water quality within the basin or por-
tion thereof and recommends methods of ade-
quately financing those facilities as may be 
necessary to implement the plan; and 

(D) as appropriate, is developed in coopera-
tion with, and is consistent with any com-
prehensive plan prepared by the Water Re-
sources Council, any areawide waste manage-
ment plans developed pursuant to section 1288 
of this title, and any State plan developed pur-
suant to section 1313(e) of this title.

(3) For the purposes of this subsection the 
term ‘‘basin’’ includes, but is not limited to, riv-
ers and their tributaries, streams, coastal wa-
ters, sounds, estuaries, bays, lakes, and portions 
thereof as well as the lands drained thereby. 

(June 30, 1948, ch. 758, title I, § 102, as added Pub. 
L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 817; amended 
Pub. L. 95–91, title IV, § 402(a)(1)(A), Aug. 4, 1977, 
91 Stat. 583; Pub. L. 95–217, § 5(b), Dec. 27, 1977, 91 
Stat. 1567; Pub. L. 104–66, title II, § 2021(a), Dec. 
21, 1995, 109 Stat. 726.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1995—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–66 struck out subsec. (d) 
which read as follows: ‘‘The Administrator, after con-
sultation with the States, and River Basin Commis-
sions established under the Water Resources Planning 
Act, shall submit a report to Congress on or before July 
1, 1978, which analyzes the relationship between pro-
grams under this chapter, and the programs by which 
State and Federal agencies allocate quantities of 
water. Such report shall include recommendations con-
cerning the policy in section 1251(g) of this title to im-
prove coordination of efforts to reduce and eliminate 
pollution in concert with programs for managing water 
resources.’’

1977—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 95–217 added subsec. (d).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘Federal Power Commission’’ in subsec. 
(b)(6) on authority of Pub. L. 95–91, title IV, 

§ 402(a)(1)(A), Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 583, which is classi-
fied to section 7172(a)(1)(A) of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare.

Executive Documents 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 10014

Ex. Ord. No. 10014, Nov. 3, 1948, 13 F.R. 6601, which re-
lated to the cooperation of Federal and State agencies 
to prevent pollution of surface and underground waters, 
was superseded by Ex. Ord. No. 11258, Nov. 17, 1965, 30 
F.R. 14483. 

§ 1252a. Reservoir projects, water storage; modi-
fication; storage for other than for water 
quality, opinion of Federal agency, com-
mittee resolutions of approval; provisions in-
applicable to projects with certain pre-
scribed water quality benefits in relation to 
total project benefits 

In the case of any reservoir project authorized 
for construction by the Corps of Engineers, Bu-
reau of Reclamation, or other Federal agency 
when the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency determines pursuant to sec-
tion 1252(b) of this title that any storage in such 
project for regulation of streamflow for water 
quality is not needed, or is needed in a different 
amount, such project may be modified accord-
ingly by the head of the appropriate agency, and 
any storage no longer required for water quality 
may be utilized for other authorized purposes of 
the project when, in the opinion of the head of 
such agency, such use is justified. Any such 
modification of a project where the benefits at-
tributable to water quality are 15 per centum or 
more but not greater than 25 per centum of the 
total project benefits shall take effect only upon 
the adoption of resolutions approving such 
modification by the appropriate committees of 
the Senate and House of Representatives. The 
provisions of the section shall not apply to any 
project where the benefits attributable to water 
quality exceed 25 per centum of the total project 
benefits. 

(Pub. L. 93–251, title I, § 65, Mar. 7, 1974, 88 Stat. 
30.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1253. Interstate cooperation and uniform laws 

(a) The Administrator shall encourage cooper-
ative activities by the States for the prevention, 
reduction, and elimination of pollution, encour-
age the enactment of improved and, so far as 
practicable, uniform State laws relating to the 
prevention, reduction, and elimination of pollu-
tion; and encourage compacts between States 
for the prevention and control of pollution. 

(b) The consent of the Congress is hereby 
given to two or more States to negotiate and 
enter into agreements or compacts, not in con-
flict with any law or treaty of the United 
States, for (1) cooperative effort and mutual as-
sistance for the prevention and control of pollu-
tion and the enforcement of their respective 
laws relating thereto, and (2) the establishment 



Page 357 TITLE 33—NAVIGATION AND NAVIGABLE WATERS § 1254

of such agencies, joint or otherwise, as they may 
deem desirable for making effective such agree-
ments and compacts. No such agreement or 
compact shall be binding or obligatory upon any 
State a party thereto unless and until it has 
been approved by the Congress. 

(June 30, 1948, ch. 758, title I, § 103, as added Pub. 
L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 818.) 

§ 1254. Research, investigations, training, and in-
formation 

(a) Establishment of national programs; coopera-
tion; investigations; water quality surveil-
lance system; reports 

The Administrator shall establish national 
programs for the prevention, reduction, and 
elimination of pollution and as part of such pro-
grams shall—

(1) in cooperation with other Federal, State, 
and local agencies, conduct and promote the 
coordination and acceleration of, research, in-
vestigations, experiments, training, dem-
onstrations, surveys, and studies relating to 
the causes, effects, extent, prevention, reduc-
tion, and elimination of pollution; 

(2) encourage, cooperate with, and render 
technical services to pollution control agen-
cies and other appropriate public or private 
agencies, institutions, and organizations, and 
individuals, including the general public, in 
the conduct of activities referred to in para-
graph (1) of this subsection; 

(3) conduct, in cooperation with State water 
pollution control agencies and other inter-
ested agencies, organizations and persons, 
public investigations concerning the pollution 
of any navigable waters, and report on the re-
sults of such investigations; 

(4) establish advisory committees composed 
of recognized experts in various aspects of pol-
lution and representatives of the public to as-
sist in the examination and evaluation of re-
search progress and proposals and to avoid du-
plication of research; 

(5) in cooperation with the States, and their 
political subdivisions, and other Federal agen-
cies establish, equip, and maintain a water 
quality surveillance system for the purpose of 
monitoring the quality of the navigable wa-
ters and ground waters and the contiguous 
zone and the oceans and the Administrator 
shall, to the extent practicable, conduct such 
surveillance by utilizing the resources of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the United States Geological 
Survey, and the Coast Guard, and shall report 
on such quality in the report required under 
subsection (a) of section 1375 of this title; and 

(6) initiate and promote the coordination 
and acceleration of research designed to de-
velop the most effective practicable tools and 
techniques for measuring the social and eco-
nomic costs and benefits of activities which 
are subject to regulation under this chapter; 
and shall transmit a report on the results of 
such research to the Congress not later than 
January 1, 1974. 

(b) Authorized activities of Administrator 

In carrying out the provisions of subsection (a) 
of this section the Administrator is authorized 
to—

(1) collect and make available, through pub-
lications and other appropriate means, the re-
sults of and other information, including ap-
propriate recommendations by him in connec-
tion therewith, pertaining to such research 
and other activities referred to in paragraph 
(1) of subsection (a); 

(2) cooperate with other Federal depart-
ments and agencies, State water pollution 
control agencies, interstate agencies, other 
public and private agencies, institutions, orga-
nizations, industries involved, and individuals, 
in the preparation and conduct of such re-
search and other activities referred to in para-
graph (1) of subsection (a); 

(3) make grants to State water pollution 
control agencies, interstate agencies, other 
public or nonprofit private agencies, institu-
tions, organizations, and individuals, for pur-
poses stated in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) 
of this section; 

(4) contract with public or private agencies, 
institutions, organizations, and individuals, 
without regard to section 3324(a) and (b) of 
title 31 and section 6101 of title 41, referred to 
in paragraph (1) of subsection (a); 

(5) establish and maintain research fellow-
ships at public or nonprofit private edu-
cational institutions or research organiza-
tions; 

(6) collect and disseminate, in cooperation 
with other Federal departments and agencies, 
and with other public or private agencies, in-
stitutions, and organizations having related 
responsibilities, basic data on chemical, phys-
ical, and biological effects of varying water 
quality and other information pertaining to 
pollution and the prevention, reduction, and 
elimination thereof; 

(7) develop effective and practical processes, 
methods, and prototype devices for the preven-
tion, reduction, and elimination of pollution; 
and 

(8) make grants to nonprofit organizations—
(A) to provide technical assistance to 

rural, small, and tribal municipalities for 
the purpose of assisting, in consultation 
with the State in which the assistance is 
provided, such municipalities and tribal gov-
ernments in the planning, developing, and 
acquisition of financing for eligible projects 
and activities described in section 1383(c) of 
this title; 

(B) to provide technical assistance and 
training for rural, small, and tribal publicly 
owned treatment works and decentralized 
wastewater treatment systems to enable 
such treatment works and systems to pro-
tect water quality and achieve and maintain 
compliance with the requirements of this 
chapter; and 

(C) to disseminate information to rural, 
small, and tribal municipalities and munici-
palities that meet the affordability criteria 
established under section 1383(i)(2) of this 
title by the State in which the municipality 
is located with respect to planning, design, 
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