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1971—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–156 inserted exception to 

training requirements where member served on active 

duty for one year or more if the training period falls 

during last one hundred and twenty days of required 

membership in National Guard. 

1967—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 90–168 substituted 30 con-

secutive days for seven consecutive days of the same 

calendar month as the time within which all parts of 

the unit must be included in a series of formations in 

order to be credited as an assembly for drill and in-

struction. 

1964—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 88–621 added subsec. (f).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1967 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–168 effective first day of 

first calendar month following date of enactment of 

Pub. L. 90–168, which was approved Dec. 1, 1967, see sec-

tion 7 of Pub. L. 90–168, set out as a note under section 

138 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

Executive Documents 

MEMORANDUM TO EXTEND FEDERAL SUPPORT TO GOV-

ERNORS’ USE OF THE NATIONAL GUARD TO RESPOND TO 

COVID–19 AND TO INCREASE REIMBURSEMENT AND 

OTHER ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO STATES 

Memorandum of President of the United States, Jan. 

21, 2021, 86 F.R. 7481, provided: 

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense [and] the 

Secretary of Homeland Security 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Constitution and the laws of the United States of 

America, including the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Re-

lief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121–5207 

(the ‘‘Stafford Act’’), and section 502 of title 32, United 

States Code, I hereby order as follows: 

SECTION 1. Policy. Consistent with the nationwide 

emergency declaration concerning the coronavirus dis-

ease 2019 (COVID–19) pandemic on March 13, 2020, it is 

the policy of my Administration to combat and respond 

to COVID–19 with the full capacity and capability of 

the Federal Government to protect and support our 

families, schools, and businesses, and to assist State, 

local, Tribal, and territorial governments to do the 

same, to the extent authorized by law. 

SEC. 2. Support of Operations or Missions to Prevent and 

Respond to the Spread of COVID–19. (a) The Secretary of 

Defense shall, to the maximum extent feasible and con-

sistent with mission requirements (including geo-

graphic proximity), request pursuant to 32 U.S.C. 502(f) 

that all State and territorial governors order National 

Guard forces to perform duty to fulfill mission assign-

ments, on a fully reimbursable basis, that the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) issues to the 

Department of Defense for the purpose of supporting 

State, local, Tribal, and territorial emergency assist-

ance efforts under the Stafford Act. 

(b) FEMA shall fund 100 percent of the cost of activi-

ties associated with all mission assignments for the use 

of the National Guard under 32 U.S.C. 502(f) to respond 

to COVID–19, as authorized by sections 403 (42 U.S.C. 

5170b), 502 (42 U.S.C. 5192), and 503 (42 U.S.C. 5193) of the 

Stafford Act. 

(c) This section supersedes prior Presidential Memo-

randa requesting the use of the National Guard to re-

spond to the COVID–19 emergency to the extent they 

are inconsistent with this memorandum. 

SEC. 3. Assistance for Category B Emergency Protective 

Measures. (a) In accordance with sections 403 (42 U.S.C. 

5170b) and 502 (42 U.S.C. 5192) of the Stafford Act, FEMA 

shall, as appropriate and consistent with applicable 

law, make available under Category B of the Public As-

sistance program such assistance as may be required by 

States (including territories and the District of Colum-

bia), local governments, and Tribal governments to 

provide for the safe opening and operation of eligible 

schools, child-care facilities, healthcare facilities, non-

congregate shelters, domestic violence shelters, transit 

systems, and other eligible applicants. Such assistance 

may include funding for the provision of personal pro-

tective equipment and disinfecting services and sup-

plies. 
(b) FEMA shall make assistance under this section 

available at a 100 percent Federal cost share until Sep-

tember 30, 2021. 
SEC. 4. Advanced Reimbursement. To make reimburse-

ments for approved work under the Stafford Act to re-

spond to COVID–19 available more quickly, FEMA shall 

expedite reimbursement for eligible emergency work 

projects and, as appropriate and consistent with appli-

cable law, provide an advance of the Federal share on 

a percentage of the expected reimbursement from 

FEMA-approved projects. 
SEC. 5. One-Hundred Percent Cost Share Termination. 

The 100 percent Federal cost share for use of National 

Guard forces authorized by section 2(b) of this memo-

randum shall extend to, and shall be available for, or-

ders of any length authorizing duty through September 

30, 2021. 
SEC. 6. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this memo-

randum shall be construed to impair or otherwise af-

fect: 
(i) the authority granted by law to an executive de-

partment or agency, or the head thereof; or 
(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-

agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-

tive, or legislative proposals. 
(b) This memorandum shall be implemented con-

sistent with applicable law and subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations. 
(c) This memorandum is not intended to, and does 

not, create any right or benefit, substantive or proce-

dural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 

against the United States, its departments, agencies, or 

entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 

person. 
(d) The Secretary of Defense is authorized and di-

rected to publish this memorandum in the Federal Reg-

ister. 

J.R. BIDEN, JR. 

§ 503. Participation in field exercises 

(a)(1) Under such regulations as the President 
may prescribe, the Secretary of the Army and 
the Secretary of the Air Force, as the case may 
be, may provide for the participation of the Na-
tional Guard in encampments, maneuvers, out-
door target practice, or other exercises for field 
or coast-defense instruction, independently of or 
in conjunction with the Army or the Air Force, 
or both. 

(2) Paragraph (1) includes authority to provide 
for participation of the National Guard in con-
junction with the Army or the Air Force, or 
both, in joint exercises for instruction to pre-
pare the National Guard for response to civil 
emergencies and disasters. 

(b) Amounts necessary for the pay, subsist-
ence, transportation, and other proper expenses 
of any part of the National Guard of a State, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the District of 
Columbia, Guam, or the Virgin Islands partici-
pating in an exercise under subsection (a) may 
be set aside from funds allocated to it from ap-
propriations for field or coast-defense instruc-
tion. 

(c) Members of the National Guard partici-
pating in an exercise under subsection (a) may, 
after being mustered, be paid for the period be-
ginning with the date of leaving home and end-
ing with the date of return, as determined in ad-
vance. If otherwise correct, such a payment 
passes to the credit of the disbursing officer. 
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(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 610; Pub. L. 
100–456, div. A, title XII, § 1234(b)(1), Sept. 29, 
1988, 102 Stat. 2059; Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title 
V, § 517, Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 309; Pub. L. 
109–163, div. A, title X, § 1057(b)(3), Jan. 6, 2006, 
119 Stat. 3441.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

503(a) ......
503(b) ......
503(c) ......

32:63 (1st 56 words). 
32:63 (less 1st 56 words). 
32:158. 

June 3, 1916, ch. 134, §§ 94 
(less last 43 words after 
semicolon), 98, 39 Stat. 
206, 207. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘the whole or any part’’ 

and ‘‘any part of’’ are omitted as surplusage. The word 

‘‘Army’’ is substituted for the words ‘‘Regular Army’’, 

since the Army is the category that participates in the 

exercises, and the Regular Army is a personnel cat-

egory only. Similarly, the words ‘‘Air Force’’ are used 

instead of the words ‘‘Regular Air Force’’. 
In subsection (b), the words ‘‘Amounts necessary’’ are 

substituted for the words ‘‘such portion of said funds as 

may be necessary’’. The words ‘‘participating in an ex-

ercise under subsection (a)’’ are substituted for the 

words ‘‘as shall participate in such encampments, ma-

neuvers, or other exercises, including outdoor target 

practice, for field and coast-defense instruction’’. The 

words ‘‘allocated to it from appropriations for field or 

coast-defense instruction’’ are substituted for the 

words ‘‘appropriated for that purpose and allocated to 

any State, Territory, or the District of Columbia’’. 
In subsection (c), the words ‘‘Members of the Na-

tional Guard participating in an exercise under sub-

section (a)’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘When any 

portion of the National Guard shall participate in en-

campments, maneuvers, or other exercises, including 

outdoor target practice, for field or coast-defense in-

struction, under the provisions of this title’’. The words 

‘‘duly’’, ‘‘at any time’’, ‘‘rendezvous’’, ‘‘both dates in-

clusive’’, and ‘‘making the same’’ are omitted as sur-

plusage.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–163 substituted ‘‘State, 

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the District of Co-

lumbia, Guam, or the Virgin Islands’’ for ‘‘State or Ter-

ritory, Puerto Rico, or the District of Columbia’’. 
1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–106 designated existing 

provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 
1988—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–456 struck out ‘‘the 

Canal Zone,’’ after ‘‘Puerto Rico,’’. 

§ 504. National Guard schools and small arms 
competitions 

(a) Under regulations to be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Army or Secretary of the Air 
Force, as the case may be, members of the Na-
tional Guard may—

(1) attend schools conducted by the Army or 
the Air Force, as appropriate; 

(2) conduct or attend schools conducted by 
the National Guard; or 

(3) participate in small arms competitions.

(b) Activities authorized under subsection (a) 
for members of the National Guard of a State or 
territory, Puerto Rico, or the District of Colum-
bia may be held inside or outside its boundaries. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 611; Pub. L. 
88–621, § 1(2), Oct. 3, 1964, 78 Stat. 999; Pub. L. 
100–456, div. A, title XII, § 1234(b)(1), Sept. 29, 
1988, 102 Stat. 2059.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

504(a) ......
504(b) ......

32:64 (1st sentence). 
32:64 (less 1st sentence). 

June 3, 1916, ch. 134, § 97 
(less last sentence); re-
stated May 28, 1926, ch. 
417, § 2 (less last sen-
tence), 44 Stat. 674. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘members’’ is substituted 

for the words ‘‘officers, warrant officers, and enlisted 

men’’. The words ‘‘for the purpose’’ and ‘‘for that pur-

pose’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘Assemblies under sub-

section (a)’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘such assem-

blages’’. The words ‘‘for members of the National Guard 

of a State or Territory, Puerto Rico, the Canal Zone, or 

the District of Columbia * * * inside or outside of its 

boundaries’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘either with-

in or without the State, Territory, or District of Co-

lumbia, to which the members of the National Guard 

designated to attend them shall belong’’.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–456 struck out ‘‘the 

Canal Zone,’’ after ‘‘Puerto Rico,’’. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–621 substituted provisions author-

izing the Secretaries of the Army and of the Air Force 

to issue regulations, for provisions authorizing the 

President to issue regulations, and provided that mem-

bers of the National Guard may conduct or attend 

schools conducted by the National Guard. 

§ 505. Army and Air Force schools and field exer-
cises 

Under such regulations as the President may 
prescribe and upon the recommendation of the 
governor of any State, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands or of 
the commanding general of the National Guard 
of the District of Columbia, the Secretary of the 
Army may authorize a limited number of mem-
bers of its Army National Guard to—

(1) attend any service school except the 
United States Military Academy, and to pur-
sue a regular course of study at the school; or 

(2) be attached to an organization of the 
branch of the Army corresponding to the orga-
nization of the Army National Guard to which 
the member belongs, for routine practical in-
struction at or near an Army post during field 
training or other outdoor exercise.

Similarly, the Secretary of the Air Force may 
authorize a limited number of members of the 
Air National Guard to—

(1) attend any service school except the 
United States Air Force Academy, and to pur-
sue a regular course of study at the school; or 

(2) be attached to an organization of the Air 
Force corresponding to the organization of the 
Air National Guard to which the member be-
longs, for routine practical instruction at an 
air base during field training or other outdoor 
exercise. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 611; Pub. L. 
100–456, div. A, title XII, § 1234(b)(4), Sept. 29, 
1988, 102 Stat. 2059; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title 
X, § 1057(b)(4), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3441.)
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