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(b) Powers of authorized officers 

To enforce this chapter on board any vessel 
subject to the provisions of this chapter, any of-
ficer who is authorized by the Administrator or 
by the Secretary of the department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating may—

(1) board and inspect any vessel which is sub-
ject to the provisions of this chapter; 

(2) search any such vessel if the officer has 
reasonable cause to believe that the vessel has 
been used or employed in the violation of any 
provision of this chapter; 

(3) arrest any person subject to section 1461 
of this title if the officer has reasonable cause 
to believe that the person has committed a 
criminal offense under section 1463 of this 
title; 

(4) seize any such vessel together with its 
gear, furniture, appurtenances, stores, and 
cargo, used or employed in, or with respect to 
which it reasonably appears that such vessel 
was used or employed in, the violation of any 
provision of this chapter if such seizure is nec-
essary to prevent evasion of the enforcement 
of this chapter; 

(5) seize any hard mineral resource recovered 
or processed in violation of any provision of 
this chapter; 

(6) seize any other evidence related to any 
violation of any provision of this chapter; 

(7) execute any warrant or other process 
issued by any court of competent jurisdiction; 
and 

(8) exercise any other lawful authority. 

(c) Definitions 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘provi-
sions of this chapter’’ or ‘‘provision of this chap-
ter’’ means (1) any provision of subchapter I or 
II or this subchapter, (2) any regulation issued 
under subchapter I, subchapter II, or this sub-
chapter, and (3) any term, condition, or restric-
tion of any license or permit issued under sub-
chapter I. 

(d) Proprietary information 

Proprietary and privileged information seized 
or maintained under this subchapter concerning 
a person or vessel engaged in exploration or 
commercial recovery shall not be made avail-
able for general or public use or inspection. The 
Administrator and the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating 
shall issue regulations to insure the confiden-
tiality of privileged and proprietary informa-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 304, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 578.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 1465. Liability of vessels 

Any vessel documented or numbered under the 
laws of the United States (except a public vessel 
engaged in noncommercial activities) which is 
used in any violation of this chapter, any regu-
lation issued under this chapter, or any term, 
condition, or restriction of any license or permit 
issued under subchapter I shall be liable in rem 
for any civil penalty assessed or criminal fine 
imposed and may be proceeded against in any 
district court of the United States having juris-
diction thereof. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title III, § 305, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 579.) 

§ 1466. Civil forfeitures 

(a) In general 

Any vessel subject to the provisions of sec-
tions 1464 and 1465 of this title, including its 
gear, furniture, appurtenances, stores, and 
cargo, which is used, in any manner, in connec-
tion with or as a result of the commission of any 
act prohibited by section 1461 of this title and 
any hard mineral resource which is recovered, 
processed, or retained, in any manner, in con-
nection with or as a result of the commission of 
any such act, shall be subject to forfeiture to 
the United States. All or part of such vessel, and 
all such hard mineral resources, may be for-
feited to the United States pursuant to a civil 
proceeding under this section. All provisions of 
law relating to the seizure, judicial forfeiture, 
and condemnation of a vessel or cargo for viola-
tion of the customs laws, and the disposition of 
the vessel, cargo, or proceeds from the sale 
thereof and the remission or mitigation of such 
forfeitures shall apply to seizures and forfeitures 
incurred or alleged to have been incurred under 
the provisions of this section insofar as such 
provisions of law are applicable and not incon-
sistent with this chapter. 

(b) Jurisdiction of courts 

Any district court of the United States which 
has jurisdiction under section 1467 of this title 
shall have jurisdiction, upon application by the 
Attorney General on behalf of the United States, 
to order any forfeiture authorized under sub-
section (a) and any action provided for under 
subsection (d). 

(c) Judgment 

If a judgment is entered for the United States 
in a civil forfeiture proceeding under this sec-
tion, the Attorney General may seize any prop-
erty or other interest declared forfeited to the 
United States which has not previously been 
seized pursuant to this chapter or for which se-
curity has not previously been obtained under 
subsection (d). 

(d) Procedure 

Any officer authorized to serve any process in 
rem which is issued by a court having jurisdic-
tion under section 1467 of this title shall stay 
the execution of such process, or discharge any 
property seized pursuant to such process, upon 
the receipt of a satisfactory bond or other secu-
rity from any person subject to section 1461 of 
this title claiming such property. Such bond or 
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