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portion of the unified State plan covering a 
program or activity to the head of the Fed-
eral agency that administers the program or 
activity for the approval of such portion by 
such head. 

(B) Approval 

A unified State plan shall be subject to the 
approval of both the Secretary of Labor and 
the Secretary of Education, after approval of 
the Commissioner of the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration for the portion of 
the plan described in subsection 
(b)(2)(D)(iii). The plan shall be considered to 
be approved at the end of the 90-day period 
beginning on the day the plan is submitted, 
unless the Secretary of Labor or the Sec-
retary of Education makes a written deter-
mination, during the 90-day period, that the 
plan is inconsistent with the provisions of 
this section or the provisions authorizing 
the core programs, as appropriate. 

(3) Modifications 

(A) Modifications 

At the end of the first 2-year period of any 
4-year unified State plan, the State board 
shall review the unified State plan, and the 
Governor shall submit modifications to the 
plan to reflect changes in labor market and 
economic conditions or in other factors af-
fecting the implementation of the unified 
State plan. 

(B) Approval 

A modified unified State plan submitted 
for the review required under subparagraph 
(A) shall be subject to the approval require-
ments described in paragraph (2). A Gov-
ernor may submit a modified unified State 
plan at such other times as the Governor de-
termines to be appropriate, and such modi-
fied unified State plan shall also be subject 
to the approval requirements described in 
paragraph (2). 

(4) Early implementers 

The Secretary of Labor, in conjunction with 
the Secretary of Education, shall establish a 
process for approving and may approve unified 
State plans that meet the requirements of this 
section and are submitted to cover periods 
commencing prior to the second full program 
year described in paragraph (1)(A). 

(Pub. L. 113–128, title I, § 102, July 22, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1444; Pub. L. 114–18, § 2(e)(1), May 22, 2015, 
129 Stat. 213; Pub. L. 114–95, title IX, 
§ 9215(yyy)(2), Dec. 10, 2015, 129 Stat. 2191.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, referred 
to in subsec. (b)(2)(C)(vii), is Pub. L. 101–336, July 26, 
1990, 104 Stat. 327, which is classified principally to 
chapter 126 (§ 12101 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 12101 of Title 42 and Tables. 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(2)(D)(iii), is Pub. L. 93–112, Sept. 26, 1973, 87 Stat. 355. 
Title I of the Act is classified generally to subchapter 
I (§ 720 et seq.) of chapter 16 of this title. Part C of title 

I of the Act is classified generally to part C (§ 741) of 
subchapter I of chapter 16 of this title. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 701 of this title and Tables. 

The Wagner-Peyser Act, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(2)(D)(iv), is act June 6, 1933, ch. 49, 48 Stat. 113, 
which is classified generally to chapter 4B (§ 49 et seq.) 
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 49 
of this title and Tables. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(E)(v), is Pub. L. 
113–128, July 22, 2014, 128 Stat. 1425, known as the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity Act, which enacted 
this chapter, repealed chapter 30 (§ 2801 et seq.) of this 
title and chapter 73 (§ 9201 et seq.) of Title 20, Edu-
cation, and made amendments to numerous other sec-
tions and notes in the Code. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 3101 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (b)(2)(D)(i)(III). Pub. L. 114–18 sub-
stituted ‘‘section 3121(b)(6)’’ for ‘‘section 3121(b)(5)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(D)(ii)(I). Pub. L. 114–95 substituted 
‘‘with challenging State academic standards, as adopt-
ed under section 6311(b)(1) of title 20’’ for ‘‘with State-
adopted challenging academic content standards, as 
adopted under section 6311(b)(1) of title 20’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–95 effective Dec. 10, 2015, 
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 
L. 114–95, set out as a note under section 6301 of Title 
20, Education. 

Pub. L. 114–18, § 2(f), May 22, 2015, 129 Stat. 214, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this section 
[amending this section and sections 3121, 3122, 3141, 3164, 
3172, and 3174 of this title] shall take effect as if in-
cluded in the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 
Act [Pub. L. 113–128].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the first day of the first full pro-
gram year after July 22, 2014 (July 1, 2015), see section 
506 of Pub. L. 113–128, set out as a note under section 
3101 of this title. 

§ 3113. Combined State plan 

(a) In general 

(1) Authority to submit plan 

A State may develop and submit to the ap-
propriate Secretaries a combined State plan 
for the core programs and 1 or more of the pro-
grams and activities described in paragraph (2) 
in lieu of submitting 2 or more plans, for the 
programs and activities and the core pro-
grams. 

(2) Programs 

The programs and activities referred to in 
paragraph (1) are as follows: 

(A) Career and technical education pro-
grams authorized under the Carl D. Perkins 
Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 
(20 U.S.C. 2301 et seq.). 

(B) Programs authorized under part A of 
title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
601 et seq.). 

(C) Programs authorized under section 
2015(d)(4) of title 7. 

(D) Work programs authorized under sec-
tion 2015(o) of title 7. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(E) Activities authorized under chapter 2 
of title II of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 
2271 et seq.). 

(F) Activities authorized under chapter 41 
of title 38. 

(G) Programs authorized under State un-
employment compensation laws (in accord-
ance with applicable Federal law). 

(H) Programs authorized under title V of 
the Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3056 et seq.). 

(I) Employment and training activities 
carried out by the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. 

(J) Employment and training activities 
carried out under the Community Services 
Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9901 et seq.). 

(K) Programs authorized under section 
60532 1 of title 34. 

(b) Requirements 

(1) In general 

The portion of a combined plan covering the 
core programs shall be subject to the require-
ments of section 3112 of this title (including 
section 3112(c)(3) of this title). The portion of 
such plan covering a program or activity de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2) shall be subject to 
the requirements, if any, applicable to a plan 
or application for assistance for that program 
or activity, under the Federal law authorizing 
the program or activity. At the election of the 
State, section 3112(c)(3) of this title may apply 
to that portion. 

(2) Additional submission not required 

A State that submits a combined plan that 
is approved under subsection (c) shall not be 
required to submit any other plan or applica-
tion in order to receive Federal funds to carry 
out the core programs or the program or ac-
tivities described in subsection (a)(2) that are 
covered by the combined plan. 

(3) Coordination 

A combined plan shall include—
(A) a description of the methods used for 

joint planning and coordination of the core 
programs and the other programs and activi-
ties covered by the combined plan; and 

(B) an assurance that the methods in-
cluded an opportunity for the entities re-
sponsible for planning or administering the 
core programs and the other programs and 
activities to review and comment on all por-
tions of the combined plan. 

(c) Approval by the appropriate Secretaries 

(1) Jurisdiction 

The appropriate Secretary shall have the au-
thority to approve the corresponding portion 
of a combined plan as described in subsection 
(d). On the approval of the appropriate Sec-
retary, that portion of the combined plan, cov-
ering a program or activity, shall be imple-
mented by the State pursuant to that portion 
of the combined plan, and the Federal law au-
thorizing the program or activity. 

(2) Approval of core programs 

No portion of the plan relating to a core pro-
gram shall be implemented until the appro-

priate Secretary approves the corresponding 
portions of the plan for all core programs. 

(3) Timing of approval 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraphs (B) 
and (C), a portion of the combined State 
plan covering the core programs or a pro-
gram or activity described in subsection 
(a)(2) shall be considered to be approved by 
the appropriate Secretary at the end of the 
90-day period beginning on the day the plan 
is submitted. 

(B) Plan approved by 3 or more appropriate 
Secretaries 

If an appropriate Secretary other than the 
Secretary of Labor or the Secretary of Edu-
cation has authority to approve a portion of 
a combined plan, that portion of the com-
bined plan shall be considered to be approved 
by the appropriate Secretary at the end of 
the 120-day period beginning on the day the 
plan is submitted. 

(C) Disapproval 

The portion shall not be considered to be 
approved if the appropriate Secretary makes 
a written determination, during the 90-day 
period (or the 120-day period, for an appro-
priate Secretary covered by subparagraph 
(B)), that the portion is not consistent with 
the requirements of the Federal law author-
izing or applicable to the program or activ-
ity involved, including the criteria for ap-
proval of a plan or application, if any, under 
such law, or the plan is not consistent with 
the requirements of this section. 

(4) Special rule 

In paragraph (3), the term ‘‘criteria for ap-
proval of a plan or application’’, with respect 
to a State and a core program or a program 
under the Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301 et 
seq.), includes a requirement for agreement 
between the State and the appropriate Secre-
taries regarding State performance measures 
or State performance accountability meas-
ures, as the case may be, including levels of 
performance. 

(d) Appropriate Secretary 

In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate Sec-
retary’’ means—

(1) with respect to the portion of a combined 
plan relating to any of the core programs (in-
cluding a description, and an assurance con-
cerning that program, specified in subsection 
(b)(3)), the Secretary of Labor and the Sec-
retary of Education; and 

(2) with respect to the portion of a combined 
plan relating to a program or activity de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2) (including a de-
scription, and an assurance concerning that 
program or activity, specified in subsection 
(b)(3)), the head of the Federal agency who ex-
ercises plan or application approval authority 
for the program or activity under the Federal 
law authorizing the program or activity, or, if 
there are no planning or application require-
ments for such program or activity, exercises 
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administrative authority over the program or 
activity under that Federal law. 

(Pub. L. 113–128, title I, § 103, July 22, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1450.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education 
Act of 2006, referred to in subsecs. (a)(2)(A) and (c)(4), is 
Pub. L. 88–210, Dec. 18, 1963, 77 Stat. 403, as amended 
generally by Pub. L. 109–270, § 1(b), Aug. 12, 2006, 120 
Stat. 683, which is classified generally to chapter 44 
(§ 2301 et seq.) of Title 20, Education. For complete clas-
sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 2301 of Title 20 and Tables. 

The Social Security Act, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(2)(B), is act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620. Part 
A of title IV of the Act is classified generally to part 
A (§ 601 et seq.) of subchapter IV of chapter 7 of Title 42, 
The Public Health and Welfare. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title 
42 and Tables. 

The Trade Act of 1974, referred to in subsec. (a)(2)(E), 
is Pub. L. 93–618, Jan. 3, 1975, 88 Stat. 1978. Chapter 2 of 
title II of the Act is classified generally to part 2 (§ 2271 
et seq.) of subchapter II of chapter 12 of Title 19, Cus-
toms Duties. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see section 2101 of Title 19 and Tables. 

The Older Americans Act of 1965, referred to in sub-
sec. (a)(2)(H), is Pub. L. 89–73, July 14, 1965, 79 Stat. 218, 
which is classified generally to chapter 35 (§ 3001 et seq.) 
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. Title V of 
the Act, known as the Community Service Senior Op-
portunities Act, is classified generally to subchapter IX 
(§ 3056 et seq.) of chapter 35 of Title 42. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 3001 of Title 42 and Tables. 

The Community Services Block Grant Act, referred 
to in subsec. (a)(2)(J), is subtitle B (§ 671 et seq.) of title 
VI of Pub. L. 97–35, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 511, which is 
classified generally to chapter 106 (§ 9901 et seq.) of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 9901 of Title 42 and Tables. 

Section 60532 of title 34, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(2)(K), was repealed by Pub. L. 115–391, title V, 
§ 504(a), Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 5233.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the first day of the first full pro-
gram year after July 22, 2014 (July 1, 2015), see section 
506 of Pub. L. 113–128, set out as a note under section 
3101 of this title.

SUBPART 2—LOCAL PROVISIONS 

§ 3121. Workforce development areas 

(a) Regions 

(1) Identification 

Before the second full program year after 
July 22, 2014, in order for a State to receive an 
allotment under section 3162(b) or 3172(b) of 
this title and as part of the process for devel-
oping the State plan, a State shall identify re-
gions in the State after consultation with the 
local boards and chief elected officials in the 
local areas and consistent with the consider-
ations described in subsection (b)(1)(B). 

(2) Types of regions 

For purposes of this Act, the State shall 
identify—

(A) which regions are comprised of 1 local 
area that is aligned with the region; 

(B) which regions are comprised of 2 or 
more local areas that are (collectively) 
aligned with the region (referred to as plan-
ning regions, consistent with section 3102 of 
this title); and 

(C) which, of the regions described in sub-
paragraph (B), are interstate areas con-
tained within 2 or more States, and consist 
of labor market areas, economic develop-
ment areas, or other appropriate contiguous 
subareas of those States. 

(b) Local areas 

(1) In general 

(A) Process 

Except as provided in subsection (d), and 
consistent with paragraphs (2) and (3), in 
order for a State to receive an allotment 
under section 3162(b) or 3172(b) of this title, 
the Governor of the State shall designate 
local workforce development areas within 
the State—

(i) through consultation with the State 
board; and 

(ii) after consultation with chief elected 
officials and local boards, and after consid-
eration of comments received through the 
public comment process as described in 
section 3112(b)(2)(E)(iii)(II) of this title. 

(B) Considerations 

The Governor shall designate local areas 
(except for those local areas described in 
paragraphs (2) and (3)) based on consider-
ations consisting of the extent to which the 
areas—

(i) are consistent with labor market 
areas in the State; 

(ii) are consistent with regional eco-
nomic development areas in the State; and 

(iii) have available the Federal and non-
Federal resources necessary to effectively 
administer activities under part B and 
other applicable provisions of this Act, in-
cluding whether the areas have the appro-
priate education and training providers, 
such as institutions of higher education 
and area career and technical education 
schools. 

(2) Initial designation 

During the first 2 full program years fol-
lowing July 22, 2014, the Governor shall ap-
prove a request for initial designation as a 
local area from any area that was designated 
as a local area for purposes of the Workforce 
Investment Act of 1998 for the 2-year period 
preceding July 22, 2014, performed success-
fully, and sustained fiscal integrity. 

(3) Subsequent designation 

After the period for which a local area is ini-
tially designated under paragraph (2), the Gov-
ernor shall approve a request for subsequent 
designation as a local area from such local 
area, if such area—

(A) performed successfully; 
(B) sustained fiscal integrity; and 
(C) in the case of a local area in a planning 

region, met the requirements described in 
subsection (c)(1). 
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