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(B) Limitation

For purposes of subparagraph (A), a group
health plan, or a health insurance issuer of-
fering health insurance coverage in connec-
tion with a group health plan, may request
only the minimum amount of information
necessary to accomplish the intended pur-
pose.

(4) Research exception

Notwithstanding paragraph (1), a group
health plan, or a health insurance issuer offer-
ing health insurance coverage in connection
with a group health plan, may request, but not
require, that a participant or beneficiary un-
dergo a genetic test if each of the following
conditions is met:

(A) The request is made, in writing, pursu-
ant to research that complies with part 46 of
title 45, Code of Federal Regulations, or
equivalent Federal regulations, and any ap-
plicable State or local law or regulations for
the protection of human subjects in re-
search.

(B) The plan or issuer clearly indicates to
each participant or beneficiary, or in the
case of a minor child, to the legal guardian
of such beneficiary, to whom the request is
made that—

(i) compliance with the request is vol-
untary; and

(ii) non-compliance will have no effect
on enrollment status or premium or con-
tribution amounts.

(C) No genetic information collected or ac-
quired under this paragraph shall be used for
underwriting purposes.

(D) The plan or issuer notifies the Sec-
retary in writing that the plan or issuer is
conducting activities pursuant to the excep-
tion provided for under this paragraph, in-
cluding a description of the activities con-
ducted.

(E) The plan or issuer complies with such
other conditions as the Secretary may by
regulation require for activities conducted
under this paragraph.

(d) Prohibition on collection of genetic informa-
tion
(1) In general

A group health plan, and a health insurance
issuer offering health insurance coverage in
connection with a group health plan, shall not
request, require, or purchase genetic informa-
tion for underwriting purposes (as defined in
section 1191b of this title).

(2) Prohibition on collection of genetic infor-
mation prior to enrollment

A group health plan, and a health insurance
issuer offering health insurance coverage in
connection with a group health plan, shall not
request, require, or purchase genetic informa-
tion with respect to any individual prior to
such individual’s enrollment under the plan or
coverage in connection with such enrollment.

(3) Incidental collection

If a group health plan, or a health insurance
issuer offering health insurance coverage in

TITLE 29—LABOR

§1183

connection with a group health plan, obtains
genetic information incidental to the request-
ing, requiring, or purchasing of other informa-
tion concerning any individual, such request,
requirement, or purchase shall not be consid-
ered a violation of paragraph (2) if such re-
quest, requirement, or purchase is not in vio-
lation of paragraph (1).
(e) Application to all plans

The provisions of subsections (a)(1)(F), (b)(3),
(c), and (d), and subsection (b)(1) and section 1181
of this title with respect to genetic information,
shall apply to group health plans and health in-
surance issuers without regard to section
1191a(a) of this title.

(f) Genetic information of a fetus or embryo

Any reference in this part to genetic informa-
tion concerning an individual or family member
of an individual shall—

(1) with respect to such an individual or fam-
ily member of an individual who is a pregnant
woman, include genetic information of any
fetus carried by such pregnant woman; and

(2) with respect to an individual or family
member utilizing an assisted reproductive
technology, include genetic information of
any embryo legally held by the individual or
family member.

(Pub. L. 93-406, title I, §702, as added Pub. L.
104-191, title I, §101(a), Aug. 21, 1996, 110 Stat.
1945; amended Pub. L. 110-233, title I, §101(a)-(c),
May 21, 2008, 122 Stat. 883, 885.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Social Security Act, referred to in subsec.
(©)(3)(A), is act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620. Part
C of title XI of the Act is classified generally to part
C (§1320d et seq.) of subchapter XI of chapter 7 of Title
42, The Public Health and Welfare. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title
42 and Tables.

Section 264 of the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996, referred to in subsec.
(¢)(3)(A), is section 264 of Pub. L. 104-191, which is set
out as a note under section 1320d-2 of Title 42, The Pub-
lic Health and Welfare.

AMENDMENTS

2008—Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 110-233, §101(a)(1), in-
serted ‘‘except as provided in paragraph (3)” before
semicolon.

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 110-233, §101(a)(2), added par.
(3).

Subsecs. (¢) to (e). Pub. L. 110-233, §101(b), added sub-
secs. (¢) to (e).

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 110-233, §101(c), added subsec. (f).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 110-233 applicable with re-
spect to group health plans for plan years beginning
after the date that is one year after May 21, 2008, see
section 101(f)(2) of Pub. L. 110-233, set out as a note
under section 1132 of this title.

§1183. Guaranteed renewability in multiem-
ployer plans and multiple employer welfare
arrangements

A group health plan which is a multiemployer
plan or which is a multiple employer welfare ar-
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rangement may not deny an employer whose
employees are covered under such a plan contin-
ued access to the same or different coverage
under the terms of such a plan, other than—

(1) for nonpayment of contributions;

(2) for fraud or other intentional misrepre-
sentation of material fact by the employer;

(3) for noncompliance with material plan
provisions;

(4) because the plan is ceasing to offer any
coverage in a geographic area;

(5) in the case of a plan that offers benefits
through a network plan, there is no longer any
individual enrolled through the employer who
lives, resides, or works in the service area of
the network plan and the plan applies this
paragraph uniformly without regard to the
claims experience of employers or any health
status-related factor in relation to such indi-
viduals or their dependents; and

(6) for failure to meet the terms of an appli-
cable collective bargaining agreement, to
renew a collective bargaining or other agree-
ment requiring or authorizing contributions to
the plan, or to employ employees covered by
such an agreement.

(Pub. L. 93406, title I, §703, as added Pub. L.
104-191, title I, §101(a), Aug. 21, 1996, 110 Stat.
1946.)

Subpart B—Other Requirements

§1185. Standards relating to benefits for mothers
and newborns

(a) Requirements for minimum hospital stay fol-
lowing birth
(1) In general

A group health plan, and a health insurance
issuer offering group health insurance cov-
erage, may not—

(A) except as provided in paragraph (2)—

(i) restrict benefits for any hospital
length of stay in connection with child-
birth for the mother or newborn child, fol-
lowing a normal vaginal delivery, to less
than 48 hours, or

(ii) restrict benefits for any hospital
length of stay in connection with child-
birth for the mother or newborn child, fol-
lowing a cesarean section, to less than 96
hours; or

(B) require that a provider obtain author-
ization from the plan or the issuer for pre-
scribing any length of stay required under
subparagraph (A) (without regard to para-
graph (2)).

(2) Exception

Paragraph (1)(A) shall not apply in connec-
tion with any group health plan or health in-
surance issuer in any case in which the deci-
sion to discharge the mother or her newborn
child prior to the expiration of the minimum
length of stay otherwise required under para-
graph (1)(A) is made by an attending provider
in consultation with the mother.

(b) Prohibitions

A group health plan, and a health insurance
issuer offering group health insurance coverage
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in connection with a group health plan, may
not—

(1) deny to the mother or her newborn child
eligibility, or continued eligibility, to enroll
or to renew coverage under the terms of the
plan, solely for the purpose of avoiding the re-
quirements of this section;

(2) provide monetary payments or rebates to
mothers to encourage such mothers to accept
less than the minimum protections available
under this section;

(3) penalize or otherwise reduce or limit the
reimbursement of an attending provider be-
cause such provider provided care to an indi-
vidual participant or beneficiary in accord-
ance with this section;

(4) provide incentives (monetary or other-
wise) to an attending provider to induce such
provider to provide care to an individual par-
ticipant or beneficiary in a manner incon-
sistent with this section; or

(5) subject to subsection (c¢)(3), restrict bene-
fits for any portion of a period within a hos-
pital length of stay required under subsection
(a) in a manner which is less favorable than
the benefits provided for any preceding por-
tion of such stay.

(c) Rules of construction

(1) Nothing in this section shall be construed
to require a mother who is a participant or ben-
eficiary—

(A) to give birth in a hospital; or
(B) to stay in the hospital for a fixed period
of time following the birth of her child.

(2) This section shall not apply with respect to
any group health plan, or any group health in-
surance coverage offered by a health insurance
issuer, which does not provide benefits for hos-
pital lengths of stay in connection with child-
birth for a mother or her newborn child.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed
as preventing a group health plan or issuer from
imposing deductibles, coinsurance, or other
cost-sharing in relation to benefits for hospital
lengths of stay in connection with childbirth for
a mother or newborn child under the plan (or
under health insurance coverage offered in con-
nection with a group health plan), except that
such coinsurance or other cost-sharing for any
portion of a period within a hospital length of
stay required under subsection (a) may not be
greater than such coinsurance or cost-sharing
for any preceding portion of such stay.

(d) Notice under group health plan

The imposition of the requirements of this
section shall be treated as a material modifica-
tion in the terms of the plan described in section
1022(a)(1)1 of this title, for purposes of assuring
notice of such requirements under the plan; ex-
cept that the summary description required to
be provided under the last sentence of section
1024(b)(1) of this title with respect to such modi-
fication shall be provided by not later than 60
days after the first day of the first plan year in
which such requirements apply.

(e) Level and type of reimbursements

Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prevent a group health plan or a health insur-

1See References in Text note below.
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