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(i) improve coordination among Federal programs, so
that programs are more efficient and produce better
outcomes by including, where appropriate, legal serv-
ices among the range of supportive services provided;

(ii) increase the availability of meaningful access to
justice for individuals and families, regardless of
wealth or status;

(iii) develop policy recommendations that improve
access to justice in Federal, State, local, Tribal, and
international jurisdictions;

(iv) assist the United States with implementation of
Goal 16 of the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development to promote peaceful and inclusive so-
cieties for sustainable development, provide access to
justice for all, and build effective, accountable, and in-
clusive institutions at all levels; and

(v) advance relevant evidence-based research, data
collection, and analysis of civil legal aid and indigent
defense, and promulgate best practices.

(c) The Attorney General and the Counsel to the
President, or their designees, shall serve as the Co-
Chairs of LAIR, which shall also include a representa-
tive or designee from each of the following executive
departments, agencies, and offices:

(i) the Department of State;

(ii) the Department of the Treasury;

(iii) the Department of Defense;

(iv) the Department of Justice;

(v) the Department of the Interior;

(vi) the Department of Agriculture;

(vii) the Department of Labor;

(viii) the Department of Health and Human Services;

(ix) the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment;

(x) the Department of Transportation;

(xi) the Department of Education;

(xii) the Department of Veterans Affairs;

(xiii) the Department of Homeland Security;

(xiv) the Environmental Protection Agency;

(xv) the Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion;

(xvi) the Corporation for National and Community
Service;

(xvii) the Office of Management and Budget;

(xviii) the United States Agency for International De-
velopment;

(xix) the Administrative Conference of the United
States;

(xx) the National Science Foundation;

(xxi) the United States Digital Service;

(xxii) the Domestic Policy Council;

(xxiii) the Office of the Vice President; and

(xxiv) such other executive departments, agencies,
and offices as the Co-Chairs may, from time to time,
invite to participate.

(d) The Co-Chairs shall invite the participation of the
Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection, the Federal
Communications Commission, the Federal Trade Com-
mission, the Legal Services Corporation, and the Social
Security Administration, to the extent consistent with
their respective statutory authorities and legal obliga-
tions.

(e) The LAIR shall report annually to the President
on its progress in fulfilling its mission. The report shall
include data from participating members on the de-
ployment of Federal resources to foster this mission.
The LAIR’s 2021 report shall be due no later than 120
days from the date of this memorandum.

(f) In light of the mission and function set forth in
section 3(b) of this memorandum, LAIR shall focus its
first annual report on the impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic on access to justice in both the criminal and
civil legal systems. Moreover, the first convening of
LAIR shall, at a minimum, address access-to-justice
challenges the pandemic has raised and work towards
identifying technological and other solutions that both
meet these challenges and fortify the justice system’s
capacity to serve the public and be inclusive of all com-
munities.

(g) The Attorney General shall designate an Execu-
tive Director of LAIR who shall, as directed by the Co-
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Chairs, convene regular meetings of LAIR and super-
vise its work. The DOJ staff designated to support the
Department’s access-to-justice function under section 2
of this memorandum shall serve as the staff of LAIR.

(h) The DOJ shall, to the extent permitted by law and
subject to the availability of appropriations, provide
administrative services, funds, facilities, staff, equip-
ment, and other support services as may be necessary
for LAIR to carry out its mission.

(i) The LAIR shall hold meetings at least three times
per year. In the course of its work, LAIR should con-
duct outreach to Federal, State, local, Tribal, and
international officials, technical advisors, and non-
governmental organizations, among others, as nec-
essary to carry out its mission (including public de-
fender organizations and offices and legal aid organiza-
tions and providers).

(j) The LAIR members are encouraged to provide sup-
port, including by detailing personnel, to LAIR. Mem-
bers of LAIR shall serve without any additional com-
pensation for their work.

SEC. 4. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this memo-
randum shall be construed to impair or otherwise af-
fect:

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive de-
partment or agency, or the head thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals.

(b) This memorandum shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations.

(c) Independent agencies are strongly encouraged to
comply with the provisions in this memorandum.

(d) This memorandum is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive or proce-
dural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or
entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other
person.

(e) The Attorney General is authorized and directed
to publish this memorandum in the Federal Register.

J.R. BIDEN, JR.

§ 509A. National Security Division

(a) There is a National Security Division of
the Department of Justice.

(b) The National Security Division shall con-
sist of the elements of the Department of Jus-
tice (other than the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation) engaged primarily in support of the in-
telligence and intelligence-related activities of
the United States Government, including the
following:

(1) The Assistant Attorney General des-
ignated as the Assistant Attorney General for
National Security under section 507A of this
title.

(2) The Office of Intelligence Policy and Re-
view (or any successor organization).

(3) The counterterrorism section (or any suc-
cessor organization).

(4) The counterespionage section (or any
successor organization).

(5) Any other element, component, or office
designated by the Attorney General.

(Added Pub. L. 109-177, title V, §506(b)(1), Mar. 9,
2006, 120 Stat. 248.)

§ 509B. Section to enforce human rights laws

(a) Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of the Human Rights Enforcement
Act of 2009, the Attorney General shall establish
a section within the Criminal Division of the
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Department of Justice with responsibility for
the enforcement of laws against suspected par-
ticipants in serious human rights offenses.

(b) The section established under subsection
(a) is authorized to—

(1) take appropriate legal action against in-
dividuals suspected of participating in serious
human rights offenses; and

(2) coordinate any such legal action with the
United States Attorney for the relevant juris-
diction.

(c) The Attorney General shall, as appropriate,
consult with the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Secretary of State.

(d) In determining the appropriate legal action
to take against individuals who are suspected of
committing serious human rights offenses under
Federal law, the section shall take into consid-
eration the availability of criminal prosecution
under the laws of the United States for such of-
fenses or in a foreign jurisdiction that is pre-
pared to undertake a prosecution for the con-
duct that forms the basis for such offenses.

(e) The term ‘‘serious human rights offenses”
includes violations of Federal criminal laws re-
lating to genocide, torture, war crimes, and the
use or recruitment of child soldiers under sec-
tions 1091, 2340, 2340A, 2441, and 2442 of title 18,
United States Code.

(Added Pub. L. 111-122, §2(b), Dec. 22, 2009, 123
Stat. 3480.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of the enactment of the Human Rights En-
forcement Act of 2009, referred to in subsec. (a), is the
date of enactment of Pub. L. 111-122, which was ap-
proved Dec. 22, 2009.

§510. Delegation of authority

The Attorney General may from time to time
make such provisions as he considers appro-
priate authorizing the performance by any other
officer, employee, or agency of the Department
of Justice of any function of the Attorney Gen-
eral.

(Added Pub. L. 89-554, §4(c), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat.
612.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised Statutes and

U.S. Code Statutes at Large

Derivation

[Uncodified]. 1950 Reorg. Plan No. 2, §2, eff.

May 24, 1950, 64 Stat. 1261.

The words ‘‘including any function transferred to the
Attorney General by the provisions of this reorganiza-
tion plan’ are omitted as executed and unnecessary as
the words ‘‘any function of the Attorney General” in-
clude the functions transferred to the Attorney General
by 1950 Reorg. Plan. No. 2.

Editorial Notes

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 510, act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat.
910, related to clerical assistants and messengers for
United States attorneys, prior to repeal by Pub. L.
89-554, §8(a), and reenactment in section 550 of this title
by section 4(c) of Pub. L. 89-554.
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§511. Attorney General to advise the President

The Attorney General shall give his advice
and opinion on questions of law when required
by the President.

(Added Pub. L. 89-554, §4(c), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat.
612.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised Statutes and

U.S. Code Statutes at Large

Derivation

51U.S.C. 303. R.S. §354.
Feb. 27, 1877, ch. 69, §1 (8th

full par. on p. 241), 19 Stat.
241.

§512. Attorney General to advise heads of execu-
tive departments

The head of an executive department may re-
quire the opinion of the Attorney General on
questions of law arising in the administration of
his department.

(Added Pub. L. 89-554, §4(c), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat.
613.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

i e Revised Statutes and
Derivation U.S. Code Statutes at Large
..................... 5U.S.C. 304. R.S. §356.

§513. Attorney General to advise Secretaries of
military departments

When a question of law arises in the adminis-
tration of the Department of the Army, the De-
partment of the Navy, or the Department of the
Air Force, the cognizance of which is not given
by statute to some other officer from whom the
Secretary of the military department concerned
may require advice, the Secretary of the mili-
tary department shall send it to the Attorney
General for disposition.

(Added Pub. L. 89-554, §4(c), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat.
613.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

s Revised Statutes and
Derivation U.S. Code Statutes at Large
..................... 5U.8.C. 307. R.S. §357.

The Department of War was designated the Depart-
ment of the Army by the Act of July 26, 1947, ch. 343,
§205, 61 Stat. 501. ‘“‘Department of the Air Force’ is
added on authority of the Act of July 26, 1947, ch. 343,
§207(a), (f), 61 Stat. 502. The word ‘‘Secretary’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘head.”” The words ‘‘military department”’
are substituted for ‘‘department’ to conform to section
102 of title 5, United States Code, and section 101 of
title 10, United States Code. The words ‘‘for disposi-
tion”’ are substituted for ‘“‘to be by him referred to the
proper officer in his department, or otherwise disposed
of as he may deem proper.”’

§ 514. Legal services on pending claims in depart-
ments and agencies

When the head of an executive department or
agency is of the opinion that the interests of the
United States require the service of counsel on
the examination of any witness concerning any
claim, or on the legal investigation of any
claim, pending in the department or agency, he
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