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Conference and the Supreme Court to propose and pre-
scribe general rules of practice and procedure under
chapter 131 of title 28, United States Code.”

TAX COURT RULEMAKING NOT AFFECTED

Pub. L. 100-702, title IV, §405, Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat.
4652, provided that: ‘“The amendments made by this
title [see Effective Date of 1988 Amendment note above]
shall not affect the authority of the Tax Court to pre-
scribe rules under section 7453 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 [26 U.S.C. 7453].”

Court Rules
ADMIRALTY RULES

The Rules of Practice in Admiralty and Maritime
Cases, promulgated by the Supreme Court on Dec. 20,
1920, effective Mar. 7, 1921, as revised, amended, and
supplemented, were rescinded, effective July 1, 1966, in
accordance with the general unification of civil and ad-
miralty procedure which became effective July 1, 1966.
Provision for certain distinctly maritime remedies
were preserved however in the Supplemental Rules for
Certain Admiralty and Maritime Claims, rules A to F,
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Appendix to this
title. The Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty
and Maritime Claims were subsequently renamed the
Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims
and Asset Forfeiture Actions.

§2072. Rules of procedure and evidence; power
to prescribe

(a) The Supreme Court shall have the power to
prescribe general rules of practice and procedure
and rules of evidence for cases in the United
States district courts (including proceedings be-
fore magistrate judges thereof) and courts of ap-
peals.

(b) Such rules shall not abridge, enlarge or
modify any substantive right. All laws in con-
flict with such rules shall be of no further force
or effect after such rules have taken effect.

(c) Such rules may define when a ruling of a
district court is final for the purposes of appeal
under section 1291 of this title.

(Added Pub. L. 100-702, title IV, §401(a), Nov. 19,
1988, 102 Stat. 4648; amended Pub. L. 101-650, title
II1, §§315, 321, Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5115, 5117.)

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 2072, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62
Stat. 961; May 24, 1949, ch. 139, §103, 63 Stat. 104; July
18, 1949, ch. 343, §2, 63 Stat. 446; May 10, 1950, ch. 174, §2,
64 Stat. 158; July 7, 1958, Pub. L. 85-508, §12(m), 72 Stat.
348; Nov. 6, 1966, Pub. L. 89-773, §1, 80 Stat. 1323, author-
ized the Supreme Court to prescribe rules of civil pro-
cedure, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 100-702, §§401(a), 407,
effective Dec. 1, 1988.

AMENDMENTS
1990—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 101-650 added subsec. (c).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

Words ‘‘magistrate judges’ substituted for ‘‘mag-
istrates’ in subsec. (a) pursuant to section 321 of Pub.
L. 101-650, set out as a note under section 631 of this
title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Dec. 1, 1988, see section 407 of Pub.
L. 100-702, set out as an Effective Date of 1988 Amend-
ment note under section 2071 of this title.

TITLE 28—JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURE

§2073

APPLICABILITY TO VIRGIN ISLANDS

Rules of civil procedure promulgated under this sec-
tion as applicable to the District Court of the Virgin Is-
lands, see section 1615 of Title 48, Territories and Insu-
lar Possessions.

Court Rules

ADMIRALTY RULES

The Rules of Practice in Admiralty and Maritime
Cases, promulgated by the Supreme Court on Dec. 20,
1920, effective Mar. 7, 1921, as revised, amended, and
supplemented, were rescinded, effective July 1, 1966, in
accordance with the general unification of civil and ad-
miralty procedure which became effective July 1, 1966.
Provision for certain distinctly maritime remedies
were preserved however, in the Supplemental Rules for
Certain Admiralty and Maritime Claims, Rules A to F,
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Appendix to this
title. The Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty
and Maritime Claims were subsequently renamed the
Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims
and Asset Forfeiture Actions.

§2073. Rules of procedure and evidence; method
of prescribing

(a)(1) The Judicial Conference shall prescribe
and publish the procedures for the consideration
of proposed rules under this section.

(2) The Judicial Conference may authorize the
appointment of committees to assist the Con-
ference by recommending rules to be prescribed
under sections 2072 and 2075 of this title. Each
such committee shall consist of members of the
bench and the professional bar, and trial and ap-
pellate judges.

(b) The Judicial Conference shall authorize the
appointment of a standing committee on rules
of practice, procedure, and evidence under sub-
section (a) of this section. Such standing com-
mittee shall review each recommendation of any
other committees so appointed and recommend
to the Judicial Conference rules of practice, pro-
cedure, and evidence and such changes in rules
proposed by a committee appointed under sub-
section (a)(2) of this section as may be necessary
to maintain consistency and otherwise promote
the interest of justice.

(c)(1) BEach meeting for the transaction of busi-
ness under this chapter by any committee ap-
pointed under this section shall be open to the
public, except when the committee so meeting,
in open session and with a majority present, de-
termines that it is in the public interest that all
or part of the remainder of the meeting on that
day shall be closed to the public, and states the
reason for so closing the meeting. Minutes of
each meeting for the transaction of business
under this chapter shall be maintained by the
committee and made available to the public, ex-
cept that any portion of such minutes, relating
to a closed meeting and made available to the
public, may contain such deletions as may be
necessary to avoid frustrating the purposes of
closing the meeting.

(2) Any meeting for the transaction of business
under this chapter, by a committee appointed
under this section, shall be preceded by suffi-
cient notice to enable all interested persons to
attend.

(d) In making a recommendation under this
section or under section 2072 or 2075, the body
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