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Phrase ‘‘Except as otherwise provided by enactment 
of Congress’’ was inserted to cover cases where special 
Acts confer jurisdiction. (See Sioux Tribe of Indians v. 

United States, 1943, 97 Ct.Cl. 613, certiorari denied 63 
S.Ct. 992, 318 U.S. 789, 87 L.Ed. 1155, and In re United 

States, 1873, 17 Wall. 439, 443, 21 L.Ed. 696.) 
Words ‘‘not pending therein on December 1, 1862,’’ 

were omitted as obsolete. 
Changes in phraseology were made. 

1949 ACT 

This section, in amending section 1502 of title 28, 
U.S.C., conforms with the provisions of act of August 
13, 1946 (ch. 959, § 25, 60 Stat. 1056), which affected sec-
tion 153 of the Judicial Code of 1911 by striking there-
from the words ‘‘or with Indian tribes.’’ Such section 
153 of the Judicial Code was the source of such section 
1502.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States Claims 
Court’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘United States 
Claims Court’’ for ‘‘Court of Claims’’. 

1949—Act May 24, 1949, struck out ‘‘or with Indian 
tribes’’ after ‘‘foreign nations’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

§ 1503. Set-offs 

The United States Court of Federal Claims 
shall have jurisdiction to render judgment upon 
any set-off or demand by the United States 
against any plaintiff in such court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 942; Pub. L. 97–164, 
title I, § 133(e)(1), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 40; Pub. L. 
102–572, title IX, § 902(a)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4516.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 250(2) (Mar. 3, 1911, 
ch. 231, § 145, 36 Stat. 1136). 

The second subsection of section 250 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., is incorporated in this section. The pro-
viso, relating to suits for fees due officers of the United 
States, has been incorporated in section 2501 of this 
title. 

Changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States Claims 
Court’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘United States 
Claims Court’’ for ‘‘Court of Claims’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

[§ 1504. Repealed. Pub. L. 97–164, title I, § 133(f), 
Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 41] 

Section, act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 942, di-
rected that the Court of Claims have jurisdiction to re-
view by appeal final judgments in the district courts in 
civil actions based on tort claims brought under sec-
tion 1346(b) of this title if the notice of appeal filed in 
the district court had affixed to it a written consent on 
behalf of the appellees that the appeal be taken to the 
Court of Claims.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1982, see section 402 of Pub. L. 
97–164, set out as an Effective Date of 1982 Amendment 
note under section 171 of this title. 

§ 1505. Indian claims 

The United States Court of Federal Claims 
shall have jurisdiction of any claim against the 
United States accruing after August 13, 1946, in 
favor of any tribe, band, or other identifiable 
group of American Indians residing within the 
territorial limits of the United States or Alaska 
whenever such claim is one arising under the 
Constitution, laws or treaties of the United 
States, or Executive orders of the President, or 
is one which otherwise would be cognizable in 
the Court of Federal Claims if the claimant were 
not an Indian tribe, band or group. 

(Added May 24, 1949, ch. 139, § 89(a), 63 Stat. 102; 
amended Pub. L. 97–164, title I, § 133(g), Apr. 2, 
1982, 96 Stat. 41; Pub. L. 102–572, title IX, § 902(a), 
Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4516.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1949 Act 

Section 1505 is added to title 28, U.S.C., by this 
amendment to incorporate the act of August 13, 1946 
(ch. 959, § 24, 60 Stat. 1055), which was originally classi-
fied to title 28, U.S.C., but was later transferred to title 
25 of such code. Since such section 24 deals with juris-
diction of the Court of Claims it should be in title 28. 

This amendatory section omits as surplusage all pro-
visions of said section 24 except the first sentence, as 
being fully covered by the express provisions of sec-
tions 1503 and 2501 and other provisions of chapter 165 
of title 28, U.S.C., relating to Court of Claims proce-
dure. 

The proviso of such section 24 is omitted as unneces-
sary since the provision conferring jurisdiction cannot 
in any view alter the relationship of the Government 
with its Indians. 

The omitted language is as follows: ‘‘In any suit 
brought under the jurisdiction conferred by this section 
the claimant shall be entitled to recover in the same 
manner, to the same extent, and subject to the same 
conditions and limitations, and the United States shall 
be entitled to the same defenses, both at law and in eq-
uity, and to the same offsets, counterclaims, and de-
mands, as in cases brought in the Court of Claims 
under section 250 of this title: Provided, however, That 
nothing contained in this section shall be construed as 
altering the fiduciary or other relations between the 
United States and the several Indian tribes, bands, or 
groups.’’
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