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writing, package, or article, upon which any 
tax is imposed by this title, any adhesive 
stamp or the impression of any stamp, die, 
plate, or other article provided, made, or used 
in pursuance of this title; or 

(3) Use of mutilated, insufficient, or counter-
feited stamps 

Fraudulently uses, joins, fixes, or places to, 
with, or upon any vellum, parchment, paper, 
instrument, writing, package, or article, upon 
which any tax is imposed by this title, 

(A) any adhesive stamp, or the impression 
of any stamp, die, plate, or other article, 
which has been cut, torn, or removed from 
any other vellum, parchment, paper, instru-
ment, writing, package, or article, upon 
which any tax is imposed by this title; or 

(B) any adhesive stamp or the impression 
of any stamp, die, plate, or other article of 
insufficient value; or 

(C) any forged or counterfeited stamp, or 
the impression of any forged or counter-
feited stamp, die, plate, or other article; or 

(4) Reuse of stamps 

(A) Preparation for reuse 

Willfully removes, or alters the cancella-
tion or defacing marks of, or otherwise pre-
pares, any adhesive stamp, with intent to 
use, or cause the same to be used, after it 
has already been used; or 

(B) Trafficking 

Knowingly or willfully buys, sells, offers 
for sale, or gives away, any such washed or 
restored stamp to any person for use, or 
knowingly uses the same; or 

(C) Possession 

Knowingly and without lawful excuse (the 
burden of proof of such excuse being on the 
accused) has in possession any washed, re-
stored, altered stamp, which has been re-
moved from any vellum, parchment, paper, 
instrument, writing, package, or article; or 

(5) Emptied stamped packages 

Commits the offense described in section 
7271 (relating to disposal and receipt of 
stamped packages) with intent to defraud the 
revenue, or to defraud any person;

shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be fined not more than $10,000, or 
imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 853.) 

§ 7209. Unauthorized use or sale of stamps 

Any person who buys, sells, offers for sale, 
uses, transfers, takes or gives in exchange, or 
pledges or gives in pledge, except as authorized 
in this title or in regulations made pursuant 
thereto, any stamp, coupon, ticket, book, or 
other device prescribed by the Secretary under 
this title for the collection or payment of any 
tax imposed by this title, shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be fined not more than $1,000, or impris-
oned not more than 6 months, or both. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 854; Pub. L. 
94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1834.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

§ 7210. Failure to obey summons 

Any person who, being duly summoned to ap-
pear to testify, or to appear and produce books, 
accounts, records, memoranda, or other papers, 
as required under sections 6420(e)(2), 6421(g)(2), 
6427(j)(2), 7602, 7603, and 7604(b), neglects to ap-
pear or to produce such books, accounts, 
records, memoranda, or other papers, shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than 
$1,000, or imprisoned not more than 1 year, or 
both, together with costs of prosecution. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 854; Apr. 2, 1956, 
ch. 160, § 4(h), 70 Stat. 91; June 29, 1956, ch. 462, 
title II, § 208(d)(3), 70 Stat. 396; Pub. L. 89–44, 
title II, § 202(c)(4), June 21, 1965, 79 Stat. 139; Pub. 
L. 91–258, title II, § 207(d)(9), May 21, 1970, 84 Stat. 
249; Pub. L. 94–530, § 1(c)(6), Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2488; Pub. L. 95–599, title V, § 505(c)(5), Nov. 6, 
1978, 92 Stat. 2760; Pub. L. 96–223, title II, 
§ 232(d)(4)(E), Apr. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 278; Pub. L. 
97–424, title V, § 515(b)(12), Jan. 6, 1983, 96 Stat. 
2182; Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title IX, § 911(d)(2)(G), 
July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 1007; Pub. L. 99–514, title 
XVII, § 1703(e)(2)(G), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2778; 
Pub. L. 100–647, title I, § 1017(c)(9), (12), Nov. 10, 
1988, 102 Stat. 3576, 3577.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–647, § 1017(c)(12), made technical cor-
rection to language of Pub. L. 99–514, § 1703(e)(2)(G), see 
1986 Amendment note below. 

Pub. L. 100–647, § 1017(c)(9), substituted ‘‘6421(g)(2)’’ for 
‘‘6421(f)(2)’’. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–514, as amended by Pub. L. 100–647, 
§ 1017(c)(12), substituted ‘‘6427(j)(2)’’ for ‘‘6427(i)(2)’’. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–369 substituted ‘‘6427(i)(2)’’ for 
‘‘6427(h)(2)’’. 

1983—Pub. L. 97–424 struck out ‘‘6424(d)(2),’’ after 
‘‘6421(f)(2),’’. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–223 substituted ‘‘6427(h)(2)’’ for 
‘‘6427(g)(2)’’. 

1978—Pub. L. 95–599 substituted ‘‘6427(g)(2)’’ for 
‘‘6427(f)(2)’’. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–530 substituted ‘‘6427(f)(2)’’ for 
‘‘6427(e)(2)’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–258 inserted reference to section 
6427(e)(2). 

1965—Pub. L. 89–44 inserted reference to section 
6424(d)(2) of this title. 

1956—Act June 29, 1956, inserted reference to section 
6421(f)(2) of this title. 

Act Apr. 2, 1956, inserted reference to section 
6420(e)(2) of this title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–647 effective, except as 
otherwise provided, as if included in the provision of 
the Tax Reform Act of 1986, Pub. L. 99–514, to which 
such amendment relates, see section 1019(a) of Pub. L. 
100–647, set out as a note under section 1 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–514 applicable to gasoline 
removed (as defined in section 4082 of this title as 
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amended by section 1703 of Pub. L. 99–514) after Dec. 31, 
1987, see section 1703(h) of Pub. L. 99–514, set out as a 
note under section 4081 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–369 effective Aug. 1, 1984, 
see section 911(e) of Pub. L. 98–369, set out as a note 
under section 6427 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–424 applicable with respect 
to articles sold after Jan. 6, 1983, see section 515(c) of 
Pub. L. 97–424, set out as a note under section 34 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–223 effective Jan. 1, 1979, 
see section 232(h)(2) of Pub. L. 96–223, set out as a note 
under section 6427 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–599 effective Jan. 1, 1979, 
see section 505(d) of Pub. L. 95–599, set out as a note 
under section 6427 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–530 effective Oct. 1, 1976, 
see section 1(d) of Pub. L. 94–530, set out as a note under 
section 4041 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–258 effective July 1, 1970, 
see section 211(a) of Pub. L. 91–258, set out as a note 
under section 4041 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1965 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 89–44 effective Jan. 1, 1966, see 
section 701(a)(1), (2), of Pub. L. 89–44, set out as a note 
under section 4161 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1956 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by act June 29, 1956, effective June 29, 
1956, see section 211 of act June 29, 1956, set out as a 
note under section 4041 of this title. 

§ 7211. False statements to purchasers or lessees 
relating to tax 

Whoever in connection with the sale or lease, 
or offer for sale or lease, of any article, or for 
the purpose of making such sale or lease, makes 
any statement, written or oral—

(1) intended or calculated to lead any person 
to believe that any part of the price at which 
such article is sold or leased, or offered for 
sale or lease, consists of a tax imposed under 
the authority of the United States, or 

(2) ascribing a particular part of such price 
to a tax imposed under the authority of the 
United States,

knowing that such statement is false or that the 
tax is not so great as the portion of such price 
ascribed to such tax, shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than $1,000, or by 
imprisonment for not more than 1 year, or both. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 854.) 

§ 7212. Attempts to interfere with administration 
of internal revenue laws 

(a) Corrupt or forcible interference 

Whoever corruptly or by force or threats of 
force (including any threatening letter or com-

munication) endeavors to intimidate or impede 
any officer or employee of the United States 
acting in an official capacity under this title, or 
in any other way corruptly or by force or 
threats of force (including any threatening let-
ter or communication) obstructs or impedes, or 
endeavors to obstruct or impede, the due admin-
istration of this title, shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be fined not more than $5,000, or impris-
oned not more than 3 years, or both, except that 
if the offense is committed only by threats of 
force, the person convicted thereof shall be fined 
not more than $3,000, or imprisoned not more 
than 1 year, or both. The term ‘‘threats of 
force’’, as used in this subsection, means threats 
of bodily harm to the officer or employee of the 
United States or to a member of his family. 

(b) Forcible rescue of seized property 

Any person who forcibly rescues or causes to 
be rescued any property after it shall have been 
seized under this title, or shall attempt or en-
deavor so to do, shall, excepting in cases other-
wise provided for, for every such offense, be 
fined not more than $500, or not more than dou-
ble the value of the property so rescued, which-
ever is the greater, or be imprisoned not more 
than 2 years. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 855.) 

§ 7213. Unauthorized disclosure of information 

(a) Returns and return information 

(1) Federal employees and other persons 

It shall be unlawful for any officer or em-
ployee of the United States or any person de-
scribed in section 6103(n) (or an officer or em-
ployee of any such person), or any former offi-
cer or employee, willfully to disclose to any 
person, except as authorized in this title, any 
return or return information (as defined in 
section 6103(b)). Any violation of this para-
graph shall be a felony punishable upon con-
viction by a fine in any amount not exceeding 
$5,000, or imprisonment of not more than 5 
years, or both, together with the costs of pros-
ecution, and if such offense is committed by 
any officer or employee of the United States, 
he shall, in addition to any other punishment, 
be dismissed from office or discharged from 
employment upon conviction for such offense. 

(2) State and other employees 

It shall be unlawful for any person (not de-
scribed in paragraph (1)) willfully to disclose 
to any person, except as authorized in this 
title, any return or return information (as de-
fined in section 6103(b)) acquired by him or an-
other person under subsection (d), (i)(1)(C), 
(3)(B)(i), or (7)(A)(ii), (k)(10), (13), (14), or (15), 
(l)(6), (7), (8), (9), (10), (12), (15), (16), (19), (20), or 
(21) or (m)(2), (4), (5), (6), or (7) of section 6103 
or under section 6104(c). Any violation of this 
paragraph shall be a felony punishable by a 
fine in any amount not exceeding $5,000, or im-
prisonment of not more than 5 years, or both, 
together with the costs of prosecution. 

(3) Other persons 

It shall be unlawful for any person to whom 
any return or return information (as defined 
in section 6103(b)) is disclosed in a manner un-
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