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spect to the name of the penalty, the section of
this title under which the penalty is imposed,
and a computation of the penalty.

(b) Approval of assessment
(1) In general

No penalty under this title shall be assessed
unless the initial determination of such as-
sessment is personally approved (in writing)
by the immediate supervisor of the individual
making such determination or such higher
level official as the Secretary may designate.

(2) Exceptions

Paragraph (1) shall not apply to—

(A) any addition to tax under section 6651,
6654, 6655, or 6662 (but only with respect to an
addition to tax by reason of paragraph (9) or
(10) of subsection (b) thereof); or

(B) any other penalty automatically cal-
culated through electronic means.

(c) Penalties

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘pen-
alty’’ includes any addition to tax or any addi-
tional amount.

(Added Pub. L. 105-206, title III, §3306(a), July 22,
1998, 112 Stat. 744; amended Pub. L. 116-260, div.
EE, title II, §212(b)(3), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat.
3067, Pub. L. 117-328, div. T, title VI,
§605(a)(2)(D), Dec. 29, 2022, 136 Stat. 5395.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Another section 212(b) of div. EE of Pub. L. 116-260
amended section 63 of this title.

AMENDMENTS

2022—Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 117-328 substituted
“‘paragraph (9) or (10) of subsection (b)’’ for ‘‘subsection
(0)(9).

2020—Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 116-260 substituted
‘6655, or 6662 (but only with respect to an addition to
tax by reason of subsection (b)(9) thereof)” for ‘‘or
6655’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 117-328 applicable to contribu-
tions made after Dec. 29, 2022, see section 605(c)(1) of
Pub. L. 117-328, set out as a note under section 170 of
this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2020 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 116-260 applicable to taxable
years beginning after Dec. 31, 2020, see section 212(d) of
div. EE of Pub. L. 116-260, set out as a note under sec-
tion 62 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 105-206, title III, §3306(c), July 22, 1998, 112
Stat. 744, as amended by Pub. L. 106-554, §1(a)(7) [title
III, §302(b)], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A-632, pro-
vided that: ‘“The amendments made by this section [en-
acting this subchapter] shall apply to notices issued,
and penalties assessed, after June 30, 2001. In the case
of any notice of penalty issued after June 30, 2001, and
before July 1, 2003, the requirements of section 6751(a)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall be treated as
met if such notice contains a telephone number at
which the taxpayer can request a copy of the tax-
payer’s assessment and payment history with respect
to such penalty.”
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CHAPTER 69—GENERAL PROVISIONS
RELATING TO STAMPS

Sec.

6801. Authority for establishment, alteration, and
distribution.

6802. Supply and distribution.

6803. Accounting and safeguarding.

6804. Attachment and cancellation.

6805. Redemption of stamps.

6806. Posting occupational tax stamps.!

6807. Stamping, marking, and branding seized
goods.

6808. Special provisions relating to stamps.

§6801. Authority for establishment, alteration,
and distribution

(a) Establishment and alteration

The Secretary may establish, and from time
to time alter, renew, replace, or change the
form, style, character, material, and device of
any stamp, mark, or label under any provision
of the laws relating to internal revenue.

(b) Preparation and distribution of regulations,
forms, stamps and dies

The Secretary shall prepare and distribute all
the instructions, regulations, directions, forms,
blanks, and stamps; and shall provide proper and
sufficient adhesive stamps and other stamps or
dies for expressing and denoting the several
stamp taxes.

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 829; Pub. L.
94-455, title XIX, §1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90
Stat. 1834, Pub. L. 94-569, §2, Oct. 20, 1976, 90
Stat. 2699; Pub. L. 98-369, div. A, title IV,
§454(c)(13), July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 822.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1984—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98-369 struck out ‘‘, except
that stamps required by or prescribed pursuant to the
provisions of section 5205 or section 5235 may be pre-
pared and distributed by persons authorized by the Sec-
retary, under such controls for the protection of the
revenue as shall be deemed necessary’’ before the pe-
riod at end.

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-455 struck out ‘‘or his
delegate’ after ‘‘Secretary’’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94-455 and Pub. L. 94-569 struck
out ‘‘or his delegate’ after ‘‘Secretary’’ and provided
that stamps required by or prescribed pursuant to the
provisions of section 5205 or section 5235 may be pre-
pared and distributed by persons authorized by the Sec-
retary, under such controls for the protection of the
revenue as shall be deemed necessary.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 98-369 effective July 1, 1985,
see section 456(b) of Pub. L. 98-369, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 5101 of this title.

§ 6802. Supply and distribution

The Secretary shall furnish, without prepay-
ment, to—

(1) Postmaster General

The Postmaster General a suitable quantity
of adhesive stamps, coupons, tickets, or such

1Section catchline amended by Pub. L. 90-618 without cor-

responding amendment of analysis.



§6803

other devices as may be prescribed by the Sec-
retary pursuant to section 6302(b) or this chap-
ter, to be distributed to, and kept on sale by,
the various postmasters in the United States
in all post offices of the first and second class-
es, and such post offices of the third and
fourth classes as—

(A) are located in county seats, or

(B) are certified by the Secretary to the

Postmaster General as necessary;

(2) Designated depositary of the United States

Any designated depositary of the United
States a suitable quantity of adhesive stamps
to be kept on sale by such designated deposi-
tary.

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 829; Pub. L. 89-44,
title VI, §601(d), June 21, 1965, 79 Stat. 154, Pub.
L. 94-455, title XIX, §1906(a)(36), (b)(13)(A), Oct. 4,
1976, 90 Stat. 1829, 1834.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’ after
“‘Secretary’” wherever appearing and substituted in par.
(2) ‘“‘designated depositary.” for ‘‘designated deposi-
tary;”’.

1965—Par. (1). Pub. L. 89-44, §601(d)(1), struck out
‘“‘(other than the stamps on bplaying cards)”’ after
“‘quantity of adhesive stamps”.

Par. (3). Pub. L. 89-44, §601(d)(2), struck out par. (3)
which related to supply and distribution of stamps to
State agents.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1965 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 89-44 to take effect in a man-
ner consistent with effective date of change of tax pro-
vision to which related, see section 701(e) of Pub. L.
89-44, set out as a note under section 6103 of this title.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Office of Postmaster General of Post Office Depart-
ment abolished and all functions, powers, and duties of
Postmaster General transferred to United States Post-
al Service by Pub. L. 91-375, §4(a), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat.
773, set out as a note under section 201 of Title 39, Post-
al Service.

§ 6803. Accounting and safeguarding

(a) Bond

In cases coming within the provisions of para-
graph (2) of section 6802, the Secretary may re-
quire a bond, with sufficient sureties, in a sum
to be fixed by the Secretary, conditioned for the
faithful return, whenever so required, of all
quantities or amounts undisposed of and for the
payment monthly for all quantities or amounts
sold or not remaining on hand.

(b) Regulations

The Secretary may from time to time make
such regulations as he may find necessary to in-
sure the safekeeping or prevent the illegal use of
all adhesive stamps referred to in paragraph (2)
of section 6802.

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 830; Pub. L.
92-310, title II, §230(a), June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 209;
Pub. L. 94-455, title XIX, §1906(a)(37), (b)(13)(A),
Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1829, 1834.)
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Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-455 redesignated subsec.
(b)(1) as (a), substituted ‘‘paragraph (2)’ for ‘‘paragraph
(2) or (3)”, and struck out ‘‘or his delegate’ after ‘“‘Sec-
retary’’ wherever appearing.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94-455 redesignated par. (2) as en-
tire subsection, struck out ‘‘or his delegate’ after
‘‘Secretary’ and substituted ‘‘paragraph (2)’ for ‘‘para-
graphs (2) and (3)”. Par. (1) redesignated subsec. (a).

1972—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92-310 repealed subsec. (a)
which related to bonds, deposits of receipts, and ac-
counts of postmasters, and which required the Post-
master General to transfer all receipts to the Treasury.

§ 6804. Attachment and cancellation

Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
title, the stamps referred to in section 6801 shall
be attached, protected, removed, canceled, oblit-
erated, and destroyed, in such manner and by
such instruments or other means as the Sec-
retary may prescribe by rules or regulations.

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 830; Pub. L.
94-455, title XIX, §1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90
Stat. 1834.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after
‘“‘Secretary’’.

§6805. Redemption of stamps

(a) Authorization

The Secretary, subject to regulations pre-
scribed by him, may, upon receipt of satisfac-
tory evidence of the facts, make allowance for
or redeem such of the stamps, issued under au-
thority of any internal revenue law, as may
have been spoiled, destroyed, or rendered useless
or unfit for the purpose intended, or for which
the owner may have no use.

(b) Method and conditions of allowance

Such allowance or redemption may be made,
either by giving other stamps in lieu of the
stamps so allowed for or redeemed, or by refund-
ing the amount or value to the owner thereof,
deducting therefrom, in case of repayment, the
percentage, if any, allowed to the purchaser
thereof; but no allowance or redemption shall be
made in any case until the stamps so spoiled or
rendered useless shall have been returned to the
Secretary, or until satisfactory proof has been
made showing the reason why the same cannot
be returned; or, if so required by the Secretary,
when the person presenting the same cannot sat-
isfactorily trace the history of said stamps from
their issuance to the presentation of his claim
as aforesaid.

(c) Time for filing claims

No claim for the redemption of, or allowance
for, stamps shall be allowed under this section
unless presented within 3 years after the pur-
chase of such stamps from the Government.

(d) Finality of decisions

The findings of fact in and the decision of the
Secretary upon the merits of any claim pre-
sented under or authorized by this section shall,
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