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1961—Pub. L. 87–397, § 1(c)(1), Oct. 5, 1961, 75 Stat. 829, 
added item 6109 and redesignated former item 6109 as 
6110. 

§ 6101. Period covered by returns or other docu-
ments 

When not otherwise provided for by this title, 
the Secretary may by regulations prescribe the 
period for which, or the date as of which, any re-
turn, statement, or other document required by 
this title or by regulations, shall be made. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 753; Pub. L. 
94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1834.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

§ 6102. Computations on returns or other docu-
ments 

(a) Amounts shown on internal revenue forms 

The Secretary is authorized to provide with 
respect to any amount required to be shown on 
a form prescribed for any internal revenue re-
turn, statement, or other document, that if such 
amount of such item is other than a whole-dol-
lar amount, either—

(1) the fractional part of a dollar shall be 
disregarded; or 

(2) the fractional part of a dollar shall be 
disregarded unless it amounts to one-half dol-
lar or more, in which case the amount (deter-
mined without regard to the fractional part of 
a dollar) shall be increased by $1. 

(b) Election not to use whole dollar amounts 

Any person making a return, statement, or 
other document shall be allowed, under regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary, to make such 
return, statement, or other document without 
regard to subsection (a). 

(c) Inapplicability to computation of amount 

The provisions of subsections (a) and (b) shall 
not be applicable to items which must be taken 
into account in making the computations nec-
essary to determine the amount required to be 
shown on a form, but shall be applicable only to 
such final amount. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 753; Pub. L. 
94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1834.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or 
his delegate’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

§ 6103. Confidentiality and disclosure of returns 
and return information 

(a) General rule 

Returns and return information shall be con-
fidential, and except as authorized by this 
title—

(1) no officer or employee of the United 
States, 

(2) no officer or employee of any State, any 
local law enforcement agency receiving infor-
mation under subsection (i)(1)(C) or (7)(A), any 
tribal or local child support enforcement agen-
cy, or any local agency administering a pro-
gram listed in subsection (l)(7)(D) who has or 
had access to returns or return information 
under this section or section 6104(c), and 

(3) no other person (or officer or employee 
thereof) who has or had access to returns or 
return information under subsection (c), sub-
section (e)(1)(D)(iii), paragraph (10), (13), (14), 
or (15) of subsection (k), paragraph (6), (8), (10), 
(12), (13) (other than subparagraphs (D)(v) and 
(D)(vi) thereof), (16), (19), (20), or (21) of sub-
section (l), paragraph (2) or (4)(B) of subsection 
(m), or subsection (n),

shall disclose any return or return information 
obtained by him in any manner in connection 
with his service as such an officer or an em-
ployee or otherwise or under the provisions of 
this section. For purposes of this subsection, the 
term ‘‘officer or employee’’ includes a former of-
ficer or employee. 

(b) Definitions 

For purposes of this section—

(1) Return 

The term ‘‘return’’ means any tax or infor-
mation return, declaration of estimated tax, 
or claim for refund required by, or provided for 
or permitted under, the provisions of this title 
which is filed with the Secretary by, on behalf 
of, or with respect to any person, and any 
amendment or supplement thereto, including 
supporting schedules, attachments, or lists 
which are supplemental to, or part of, the re-
turn so filed. 

(2) Return information 

The term ‘‘return information’’ means—
(A) a taxpayer’s identity, the nature, 

source, or amount of his income, payments, 
receipts, deductions, exemptions, credits, as-
sets, liabilities, net worth, tax liability, tax 
withheld, deficiencies, overassessments, or 
tax payments, whether the taxpayer’s return 
was, is being, or will be examined or subject 
to other investigation or processing, or any 
other data, received by, recorded by, pre-
pared by, furnished to, or collected by the 
Secretary with respect to a return or with 
respect to the determination of the exist-
ence, or possible existence, of liability (or 
the amount thereof) of any person under this 
title for any tax, penalty, interest, fine, for-
feiture, or other imposition, or offense, 

(B) any part of any written determination 
or any background file document relating to 
such written determination (as such terms 
are defined in section 6110(b)) which is not 
open to public inspection under section 6110, 

(C) any advance pricing agreement entered 
into by a taxpayer and the Secretary and 
any background information related to such 
agreement or any application for an advance 
pricing agreement, and 

(D) any agreement under section 7121, and 
any similar agreement, and any background 
information related to such an agreement or 
request for such an agreement,
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