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ing, but no scholarship aid provided for an In-
dian student shall require him to attend an in-
stitution or school that is not of his own free 
choice, and such aid shall be, to the extent con-
sistent with sound administration, extended to 
the student individually rather than to the in-
stitution or school. 

(Pub. L. 90–280, § 2, Mar. 30, 1968, 82 Stat. 71.) 

§ 279. Rations to mission schools 

Mission schools on an Indian reservation may, 
under rules and regulations prescribed by the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, receive for such 
Indian children duly enrolled therein, the ra-
tions of food and clothing to which said children 
would be entitled under treaty stipulations if 
such children were living with their parents. 

(June 21, 1906, ch. 3504, 34 Stat. 326.)
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TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 

and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
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§ 280. Patents of lands to missionary boards of re-
ligious organizations 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and 
directed to issue a patent to the duly authorized 
missionary board, or other proper authority, of 
any religious organization engaged in mission or 
school work on any Indian reservation for such 
lands thereon as were prior to September 21, 
1922, set apart to and were on that date being ac-
tually and beneficially used and occupied by 
such organization solely for mission or school 
purposes, the area so patented to not exceed one 
hundred and sixty acres to any one organization 
at any station: Provided, That such patent shall 
provide that when no longer used for mission or 
school purposes said lands shall revert to the In-
dian owners. 

(Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 367, § 3, 42 Stat. 995.)
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§ 280a. Land in Alaska for schools or missions; 
general land laws 

The Indians or persons conducting schools or 
missions in the Territory of Alaska shall not be 
disturbed in the possession of any lands actually 
in their use or occupation on June 6, 1900, and 
the land, at any station not exceeding six hun-
dred and forty acres, occupied on said date as 
missionary stations among the Indian tribes in 
the section, with the improvements thereon 

erected by or for such societies, shall be contin-
ued in the occupancy of the several religious so-
cieties to which the missionary stations respec-
tively belong, and the Secretary of the Interior 
is directed to have such lands surveyed in com-
pact form as nearly as practicable and patents 
issued for the same to the several societies to 
which they belong; but nothing contained in this 
Act shall be construed to put in force in the Ter-
ritory the general land laws of the United 
States. 

(June 6, 1900, ch. 786, § 27, 31 Stat. 330.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, means act June 6, 1900, 

ch. 786, 31 Stat. 321. For complete classification of Title 

I of this act to the Code, see Tables. Title III of this act 

provided for the Alaska Civil Code. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 356 of Title 

48, Territories and Insular Possessions. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Similar provisions were contained in act May 17, 1884, 

ch. 53, § 8, 23 Stat. 26, which provided in part that the 

Indians or other persons in the district should not be 

disturbed in the possession of any lands actually in 

their use or occupation or claimed by them, but re-

served for future legislation the terms under which 

such persons might acquire title. That section con-

tained a further provision, similar to the provision con-

tained in this section, continuing lands occupied as 

missionary stations in the occupancy of the several re-

ligious societies.
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ADMISSION OF ALASKA AS STATE 

Admission of Alaska into the Union was accom-

plished Jan. 3, 1959, on issuance of Proc. No. 3269, Jan. 

3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73, Stat. c16, as required by sections 

1 and 8(c) of Pub. L. 85–508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, set 

out as notes preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories 

and Insular Possessions. 

§ 281. Children taking lands in severalty not ex-
cluded 

In the expenditure of money appropriated for 
any of the purposes of education of Indian chil-
dren, those children of Indians who have taken 
or may take lands in severalty under any exist-
ing law shall not, by reason thereof, be excluded 
from the benefits of such appropriation. 

(Aug. 15, 1894, ch. 290, § 1, 28 Stat. 311.) 

§ 282. Regulations by Secretary of the Interior to 
secure attendance at school 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
make and enforce such rules and regulations as 
may be necessary to secure the enrollment and 
regular attendance of eligible Indian children 
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who are wards of the Government in schools 
maintained for their benefit by the United 
States or in public schools. 

(Feb. 14, 1920, ch. 75, § 1, 41 Stat. 410.) 

§ 283. Repealed. Pub. L. 117–317, § 2(9), Dec. 27, 
2022, 136 Stat. 4419

Section, act Mar. 3, 1893, ch. 209, § 1, 27 Stat. 628, 635, 

related to regulations for withholding rations and dis-

cretionary withholding of rations, clothing, and other 

annuities for nonattendance at schools. 

§ 284. Omitted

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act July 13, 1892, ch. 164, § 1, 27 Stat. 143, 

which related to issuance and enforcement of regula-

tions by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to secure 

attendance of Indian children at school, was omitted as 

obsolete in view of the enactment of section 282 of this 

title, which provides that the Secretary of the Interior 

now issue and enforce such regulations. See section 282 

of this title. 

§ 285. Repealed. Pub. L. 117–317, § 2(10), Dec. 27, 
2022, 136 Stat. 4419

Section, act June 30, 1913, ch. 4, § 18, 38 Stat. 96, re-

lated to withholding annuities from Osage Indians for 

nonattendance at schools. 

§ 286. Sending child to school out of State with-
out consent 

No Indian child shall be sent from any Indian 
reservation to a school beyond the State or Ter-
ritory in which said reservation is situated with-
out the voluntary consent of the father or moth-
er of such child if either of them is living, and 
if neither of them is living without the vol-
untary consent of the next of kin of such child. 
Such consent shall be made before the agent of 
the reservation, and he shall send to the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs his certificate that 
such consent has been voluntarily given before 
such child shall be removed from such reserva-
tion. And it shall be unlawful for any Indian 
agent or other employee of the Government to 
induce, or seek to induce, by withholding ra-
tions or by other improper means, the parents or 
next of kin of any Indian to consent to the re-
moval of any Indian child beyond the limits of 
any reservation. 

(Aug. 15, 1894, ch. 290, § 11, 28 Stat. 313; Mar. 2, 
1895, ch. 188, § 1, 28 Stat. 906.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

INDIAN AGENTS 

The services of Indian agents have been dispensed 

with. See note set out under section 64 of this title.
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§ 287. Taking child to school in another State 
without written consent 

No Indian child shall be taken from any school 
in any State or Territory to a school in any 
other State against its will or without the writ-
ten consent of its parents. 

(June 10, 1896, ch. 398, § 1, 29 Stat. 348.) 

§§ 288, 289. Repealed. Pub. L. 99–228, § 3(1), (2), 
Dec. 28, 1985, 99 Stat. 1748

Section 288, act Mar. 1, 1907, ch. 2285, 34 Stat. 1018, 
provided for admission of white children to Indian day 
schools. 

Section 289, act Mar. 3, 1909, ch. 263, 35 Stat. 783, pro-
vided for admission of white children to Indian board-
ing schools. See section 2007 of this title. 

§ 290. Transportation of pupils under 14 at Gov-
ernment expense 

No Indian pupil under the age of fourteen 
years shall be transported at Government ex-
pense to any Indian school beyond the limits of 
the State or Territory in which the parents of 
such child reside or of the adjoining State or 
Territory. 

(Mar. 3, 1909, ch. 263, 35 Stat. 783.) 

§ 290a. Bureau appropriations as not limiting 
transportation of school children 

On and after October 12, 1984, no part of any 
appropriation to the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
under this or any other act shall be used to sub-
ject the transportation of school children to any 
limitation on travel or transportation expendi-
tures for Federal employees. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(c) [title I, § 100], Oct. 
12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1837, 1850.) 

§ 291. Removal of Government property at 
schools 

Where there is Government property on hand 
at any of the Indian reservations or schools not 
required for the use or benefit of the Indians of 
reservations or said schools, the Secretary of 
the Interior is authorized to move such property 
to other Indian reservations or schools where it 
may be required. 

(Mar. 1, 1907, ch. 2285, 34 Stat. 1016.) 

§ 292. Suspension or discontinuance of schools 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs may, 
when in his judgment the good of the service 
will be promoted thereby, suspend or dis-
continue any reservation Indian school, and, 
with the approval of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, may sell any reservation school building or 
plant that is no longer desirable as an Indian 
school upon any reservation and invest the pro-
ceeds in other school buildings and plants, as 
the needs of the service may demand, under such 
rules and regulations as he may, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, pre-
scribe. 

(Apr. 21, 1904, ch. 1402, § 1, 33 Stat. 211.)
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