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Subsec. (a)(3), (4). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(b)(3), added 
pars. (3) and (4) and struck out former pars. (3) and (4) 
which read as follows: 

‘‘(3) increase the productivity, incomes, and liveli-
hoods of small-scale producers, especially women, by 
working across agricultural value chains, enhancing 
local capacity to manage agricultural resources effec-
tively and expanding producer access to local and 
international markets; 

‘‘(4) build resilience to food shocks among vulnerable 
populations and households while reducing reliance 
upon emergency food assistance;’’. 

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(b)(4), amended 
par. (6) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (6) read as 
follows: ‘‘improve the nutritional status of women and 
children, with a focus on reducing child stunting, in-
cluding through the promotion of highly nutritious 
foods, diet diversification, and nutritional behaviors 
that improve maternal and child health;’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(b)(5), substituted 
‘‘combating fragility, resilience, science and tech-
nology, natural resource management’’ for ‘‘science 
and technology,’’ and inserted ‘‘, including 
deworming,’’ after ‘‘nutrition,’’. 

§ 9303. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Appropriate congressional committees 

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; 

(E) the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(F) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) Feed the Future Innovation Labs 

The term ‘‘Feed the Future Innovation 
Labs’’ means research partnerships led by 
United States universities that advance solu-
tions to reduce global hunger, poverty, and 
malnutrition, including in response to shocks 
and stresses to food and nutrition security. 

(3) Food and nutrition security 

The term ‘‘food and nutrition security’’ 
means access to, and availability, utilization, 
and stability of, sufficient food to meet caloric 
and nutritional needs for an active and 
healthy life. 

(4) Food system 

The term ‘‘food system’’ means the intact or 
whole unit made up of interrelated compo-
nents of people, behaviors, relationships, and 
material goods that interact in the produc-
tion, processing, packaging, transporting, 
trade, marketing, consumption, and use of 
food, feed, and fiber through aquaculture, 
farming, wild fisheries, forestry, and pas-
toralism that operates within and is influ-
enced by social, political, economic, and envi-
ronmental contexts. 

(5) Global Food Security Strategy 

The term ‘‘Global Food Security Strategy’’ 
means the strategy developed and imple-

mented pursuant to section 9304(a) of this 
title. 

(6) Key stakeholders 

The term ‘‘key stakeholders’’ means actors 
engaged in efforts to advance global food secu-
rity programs and objectives, including—

(A) relevant Federal departments and 
agencies; 

(B) national and local governments in tar-
get countries; 

(C) other bilateral donors; 
(D) international and regional organiza-

tions; 
(E) international, regional, and local fi-

nancial institutions; 
(F) international, regional, and local pri-

vate voluntary, nongovernmental, faith-
based, and civil society organizations; 

(G) the private sector, including agri-
businesses and relevant commodities groups; 

(H) local agricultural producers, including 
farmer and fisher organizations, coopera-
tives, small-scale producers, youth, and 
women; and 

(I) agricultural research and academic in-
stitutions, including land-grant universities 
and extension services. 

(7) Malnutrition 

The term ‘‘malnutrition’’ means poor nutri-
tional status caused by nutritional deficiency 
or excess. 

(8) Relevant Federal departments and agencies 

The term ‘‘relevant Federal departments 
and agencies’’ means the United States Agen-
cy for International Development, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Department of Com-
merce, the Department of State, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation, the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation, 
the Peace Corps, the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative, the United 
States African Development Foundation, the 
Inter-American Foundation, the United States 
Geological Survey, and any other department 
or agency specified by the President for pur-
poses of this section. 

(9) Resilience 

The term ‘‘resilience’’ means the ability of 
people, households, communities, countries, 
and agriculture and food systems to mitigate, 
adapt to, and recover from shocks and stresses 
to food security, including global food catas-
trophes, in a manner that reduces chronic vul-
nerability and facilitates inclusive growth. 

(10) Small-scale producer 

The term ‘‘small-scale producer’’ means 
farmers, pastoralists, foresters, and artisanal 
fishing communities that have a low asset 
base and limited resources, including land, 
capital, skills and labor, and, in the case of 
farmers, typically farm on fewer than 5 hec-
tares of land. 

(11) Stunting 

The term ‘‘stunting’’ refers to a condition 
that—

(A) is measured by a height-to-age ratio 
that is more than 2 standard deviations 
below the median for the population; 
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(B) manifests in children who are younger 
than 2 years of age; 

(C) is a process that can continue in chil-
dren after they reach 2 years of age, result-
ing in an individual being ‘‘stunted’’; 

(D) is a marker of an environment defi-
cient in the various needs that allow for a 
child’s healthy growth, including nutrition; 
and 

(E) is associated with long-term poor 
health, delayed motor development, im-
paired cognitive function, and decreased im-
munity. 

(12) Sustainable 

The term ‘‘sustainable’’ means the ability of 
a target country, community, implementing 
partner, or intended beneficiary to maintain, 
over time, the programs authorized and out-
comes achieved pursuant to this chapter. 

(13) Target country 

The term ‘‘target country’’ means a devel-
oping country that is selected to participate 
in food and nutrition security and agriculture-
led economic growth programs under the Glob-
al Food Security Strategy pursuant to the se-
lection criteria described in section 9304(a)(2) 
of this title, including criteria such as the po-
tential for agriculture-led economic growth, 
government commitment to agricultural in-
vestment and policy reform, opportunities for 
partnerships and regional synergies, the level 
of need, and resource availability. 

(14) Wasting 

The term ‘‘wasting’’ means—
(A) a life-threatening condition attrib-

utable to poor nutrient intake or disease 
that is characterized by a rapid deteriora-
tion in nutritional status over a short period 
of time; and 

(B) in the case of children, is characterized 
by low weight for height and weakened im-
munity, increasing their risk of death due to 
greater frequency and severity of common 
infection, particularly when severe. 

(Pub. L. 114–195, § 4, July 20, 2016, 130 Stat. 676; 
Pub. L. 115–254, div. F, title VI, § 1470(s), Oct. 5, 
2018, 132 Stat. 3519; Pub. L. 117–263, div. E, title 
LV, § 5588(c), Dec. 23, 2022, 136 Stat. 3376.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Par. (2). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(1), inserted 
‘‘, including in response to shocks and stresses to food 
and nutrition security’’ before period at end. 

Pars. (4) to (6). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(2), (3), added 
par. (4) and redesignated former pars. (4) and (5) as (5) 
and (6), respectively. Former par. (6) redesignated (7). 

Par. (6)(H). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(4), amended sub-
par. (H) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (H) 
read as follows: ‘‘agricultural producers, including 
farmer organizations, cooperatives, small-scale pro-
ducers, and women; and’’. 

Par. (7). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(2), redesignated par. 
(6) as (7). Former par. (7) redesignated (8). 

Par. (8). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(5), which directed 
amendment of ‘‘paragraph (7), as redesignated’’ by in-
serting ‘‘the Inter-American Foundation,’’ after 
‘‘United States African Development Foundation,’’ was 
executed by making the amendment in par. (8), as re-
designated, to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

Par. (7), as redesignated by Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(2), 
does not contain the words ‘‘United States African De-
velopment Foundation,’’. 

Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(2), redesignated par. (7) as (8). 
Former par. (8) redesignated (9). 

Par. (9). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(2), (6), redesignated 
par. (8) as (9) and inserted ‘‘agriculture and food’’ be-
fore ‘‘systems’’ and ‘‘, including global food catas-
trophes,’’ after ‘‘food security’’. Former par. (9) redesig-
nated (10). 

Par. (10). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(2), (7), redesignated 
par. (9) as (10) and substituted ‘‘artisanal fishing com-
munities’’ for ‘‘fishers’’. Former par. (10) redesignated 
(11). 

Par. (11). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(2), redesignated par. 
(10) as (11). Former par. (11) redesignated (12). 

Par. (11)(D), (E). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(8), amended 
subpars. (D) and (E) generally. Prior to amendment, 
subpars. (D) and (E) read as follows: 

‘‘(D) is a sign of chronic malnutrition; and 
‘‘(E) can lead to long-term poor health, delayed 

motor development, impaired cognitive function, and 
decreased immunity.’’

Par. (12). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(2), redesignated par. 
(11) as (12). Former par. (12) redesignated (13). 

Par. (13). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(2), (9), redesignated 
par. (12) as (13) and substituted ‘‘food and nutrition se-
curity and agriculture-led economic growth’’ for ‘‘agri-
culture and nutrition security’’. 

Par. (14). Pub. L. 117–263, § 5588(c)(10), added par. (14). 
2018—Par. (7). Pub. L. 115–254 substituted ‘‘United 

States International Development Finance Corpora-
tion’’ for ‘‘Overseas Private Investment Corporation’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–254 effective at the end of 
the transition period, as defined in section 9681 of this 
title, see section 1470(w) of Pub. L. 115–254, set out as a 
note under section 905 of Title 2, The Congress. 

§ 9304. Comprehensive Global Food Security 
Strategy 

(a) Strategy 

The President shall coordinate the develop-
ment and implementation of a United States 
whole-of-government strategy to accomplish the 
policy objectives set forth in section 9302(a) of 
this title, which shall—

(1) set specific and measurable goals, bench-
marks, timetables, performance metrics, and 
monitoring and evaluation plans that reflect 
international best practices relating to trans-
parency, accountability, food and nutrition se-
curity, and agriculture-led economic growth, 
consistent with the policy objectives described 
in section 9302(a) of this title; 

(2) establish clear and transparent selection 
criteria for target countries, communities, re-
gions, and intended beneficiaries of assistance; 

(3) describe the methodology and criteria for 
the selection of target countries; 

(4) support and be aligned with partner coun-
try-led agriculture, nutrition, regulatory, food 
security, and water resources management 
policy and investment plans and governance 
systems developed with input from key stake-
holders, as appropriate; 

(5) support the locally-led and inclusive de-
velopment of agriculture and food systems, in-
cluding by enhancing the extent to which 
small-scale food producers, especially women, 
have access to and control over the inputs, 
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