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sident journalist Masoud Molavi Vardanjani, 
who was shot while walking with a friend in 
Istanbul. Unbeknownst to Mr. Molavi, his 
‘‘friend’’ was in fact an undercover Iranian 
agent and the leader of the killing squad, ac-
cording to a Turkish police report. 

(12) In 2019, around 1,500 people were alleg-
edly killed amid a less than 2 week crackdown 
by security forces on anti-government pro-
tests across Iran, including at least an alleged 
23 children and 400 women. 

(13) In 2019, Iranian operatives allegedly 
lured Paris-based Iranian journalist Ruhollah 
Zam to Iraq, where he was abducted, and 
hanged in Iran for sedition. 

(14) In 2019, a Kurdistan regional court con-
victed an Iranian female for trying to lure 
Voice of America reporter Ali Javanmardi to a 
hotel room in Irbil, as part of a foiled Iranian 
intelligence plot to kidnap and extradite Mr. 
Javanmardi, a critic of the Government of 
Iran. 

(15) In 2019, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
agents visited the rural Connecticut home of 
Iran-born United States author and poet Roya 
Hakakian to warn her that she was the target 
of an assassination plot orchestrated by the 
Government of Iran. 

(16) In 2019, the Government of the Nether-
lands accused the Government of Iran of di-
recting the assassination of Iranian Arab ac-
tivist Ahmad Mola Nissi, in The Hague, and 
the assassination of another opposition figure, 
Reza Kolahi Samadi, who was murdered near 
Amsterdam in 2015. 

(17) In 2018, German security forces searched 
for 10 alleged spies who were working for 
Iran’s al-Quds Force to collect information on 
targets related to the local Jewish commu-
nity, including kindergartens. 

(18) In 2017, Germany convicted a Pakistani 
man for working as an Iranian agent to spy on 
targets including a former German lawmaker 
and a French-Israeli economics professor. 

(19) In 2012, an Iranian American pleaded 
guilty to conspiring with members of the Ira-
nian military to bomb a popular Washington, 
DC, restaurant with the aim of assassinating 
the ambassador of Saudi Arabia to the United 
States. 

(20) In 1996, agents of the Government of Iran 
allegedly assassinated 5 Iranian dissident ex-
iles across Turkey, Pakistan, and Baghdad, 
over a 5-month period that year. 

(21) In 1992, the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office of the United Kingdom expelled 2 Ira-
nians employed at the Iranian Embassy in 
London and a third Iranian on a student visa 
amid allegations they were plotting to kill In-
dian-born British American novelist Salman 
Rushdie, pursuant to the fatwa issued by then 
supreme leader of Iran, Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 

(22) In 1992, 4 Iranian Kurdish dissidents were 
assassinated at a restaurant in Berlin, Ger-
many, allegedly by Iranian agents. 

(23) In 1992, singer, actor, poet, and gay Ira-
nian dissident Fereydoun Farrokhzad was 
found dead with multiple stab wounds in his 
apartment in Germany. His death is allegedly 
the work of Iran-directed agents. 

(24) In 1980, Ali Akbar Tabatabaei, a leading 
critic of Iran and then president of the Iran 
Freedom Foundation, was murdered in front of 
his Bethesda, Maryland, home by an assassin 
disguised as a postal courier. The Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation had identified the ‘‘mail-
man’’ as Dawud Salahuddin, born David Theo-
dore Belfield. Mr. Salahuddin was working as 
a security guard at an Iranian interest office 
in Washington, DC, when he claims he accept-
ed the assignment and payment of $5,000 from 
the Government of Iran to kill Mr. 
Tabatabaei. 

(25) Other exiled Iranian dissidents alleged 
to have been victims of the Government of 
Iran’s murderous extraterritorial campaign in-
clude Shahriar Shafiq, Shapour Bakhtiar, and 
Gholam Ali Oveissi. 

(26) Iranian Americans face an ongoing cam-
paign of intimidation both in the virtual and 
physical world by agents and affiliates of the 
Government of Iran, which aims to stifle free-
dom of expression and eliminate the threat 
Iranian authorities believe democracy, justice, 
and gender equality pose to their rule. 

(Pub. L. 117–328, div. AA, title II, § 202, Dec. 29, 
2022, 136 Stat. 5530.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Masih Alinejad 
Harassment and Unlawful Targeting Act of 2022, also 
known as the Masih Alinejad HUNT Act of 2022, and not 
as part of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Account-
ability, and Divestment Act of 2010 which comprises 
this chapter. 

§ 8562. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) Admission; admitted; alien 

The terms ‘‘admission’’, ‘‘admitted’’, and 
‘‘alien’’ have the meanings given those terms 
in section 1101 of title 8. 

(2) Appropriate congressional committees 

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means—

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs, the Committee on For-
eign Relations, the Committee on the Judi-
ciary, and the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Financial Services, 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
House of Representatives. 

(3) Correspondent account; payable-through 
account 

The terms ‘‘correspondent account’’ and 
‘‘payable-through account’’ have the meanings 
given those terms in section 5318A of title 31. 

(4) Foreign financial institution 

The term ‘‘foreign financial institution’’ has 
the meaning of that term as determined by 
the Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to sec-
tion 8513(i) of this title. 
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(5) Foreign person 

The term ‘‘foreign person’’ means any indi-
vidual or entity that is not a United States 
person. 

(6) United States person 

The term ‘‘United States person’’ means—
(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-

fully admitted for permanent residence to 
the United States; or 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of 
the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States, including a foreign 
branch of such an entity. 

(Pub. L. 117–328, div. AA, title II, § 203, Dec. 29, 
2022, 136 Stat. 5532.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Masih Alinejad 
Harassment and Unlawful Targeting Act of 2022, also 
known as the Masih Alinejad HUNT Act of 2022, and not 
as part of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Account-
ability, and Divestment Act of 2010 which comprises 
this chapter. 

§ 8563. Report and imposition of sanctions with 
respect to persons who are responsible for or 
complicit in abuses toward dissidents on be-
half of the Government of Iran 

(a) Report required 

(1) In general 

Not later than 180 days after December 29, 
2022, the Secretary of State, in consultation 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, and the Attorney 
General, shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report that—

(A) includes a detailed description and as-
sessment of—

(i) the state of human rights and the rule 
of law inside Iran, including the treatment 
of marginalized individuals and commu-
nities in Iran; 

(ii) actions taken by the Government of 
Iran during the year preceding submission 
of the report to target and silence dis-
sidents both inside and outside of Iran who 
advocate for human rights inside Iran; 

(iii) the methods used by the Govern-
ment of Iran to target and silence dis-
sidents both inside and outside of Iran; and 

(iv) the means through which the Gov-
ernment of Iran finances efforts to target 
and silence dissidents both inside and out-
side of Iran and the amount of that financ-
ing;

(B) identifies foreign persons working as 
part of the Government of Iran or acting on 
behalf of that Government or its proxies 
that are involved in harassment and surveil-
lance and that the Secretary of State may 
also, as appropriate, determine, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of the Treasury, are 
knowingly responsible for, complicit in, or 
involved in ordering, conspiring, planning, 
or implementing the surveillance, harass-
ment, kidnapping, illegal extradition, im-
prisonment, torture, killing, or assassina-

tion, on or after December 29, 2022, of citi-
zens of Iran (including citizens of Iran of 
dual nationality) or citizens of the United 
States, inside or outside Iran, who seek—

(i) to expose illegal or corrupt activity 
carried out by officials of the Government 
of Iran; or 

(ii) to obtain, exercise, defend, or pro-
mote the human rights of individuals, in-
cluding members of marginalized commu-
nities, in Iran; and

(C) includes, for each foreign person identi-
fied under subparagraph (B), a clear expla-
nation for why the foreign person was so 
identified. 

(2) Updates of report 

The report required by paragraph (1) shall be 
updated, and the updated version submitted to 
the appropriate congressional committees, 
during the 10-year period following December 
29, 2022—

(A) not less frequently than annually; and 
(B) with respect to matters relating to the 

identification of foreign persons under para-
graph (1)(B), on an ongoing basis as appro-
priate. 

(3) Form of report 

(A) In general 

Each report required by paragraph (1) and 
each update required by paragraph (2) shall 
be submitted in unclassified form but may 
include a classified annex. 

(B) Public availability 

The Secretary of State shall post the un-
classified portion of each report required by 
paragraph (1) and each update required by 
paragraph (2) on a publicly available inter-
net website of the Department of State. 

(b) Imposition of sanctions 

In the case of a foreign person identified under 
paragraph (1)(B) of subsection (a) in the most re-
cent report or update submitted under that sub-
section, the President shall impose the sanc-
tions described in subsection (c), pursuant to 
this section or an appropriate Executive author-
ity. 

(c) Sanctions described 

The sanctions described in this subsection are 
the following: 

(1) Blocking of property 

The President shall exercise all powers 
granted to the President by the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.) to the extent necessary to block 
and prohibit all transactions in all property 
and interests in property of a foreign person 
described in subsection (a)(1)(B) if such prop-
erty and interests in property are in the 
United States, come within the United States, 
or are or come within the possession or con-
trol of a United States person. 

(2) Inadmissibility of certain individuals 

(A) Ineligibility for visas and admission to 
the United States 

In the case of a foreign person described in 
subsection (a)(1)(B) who is an individual, the 
individual is—
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