§ 8242

§8242. Sense of Congress regarding ADVANCE
Democracy Award

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Secretary should further strengthen
the capacity of the Department to carry out
results-based democracy promotion efforts
through the establishment of an annual award
to be known as the ‘“Outstanding Achieve-
ments in Advancing Democracy Award’’, or
the ‘““ADVANCE Democracy Award’”, that
would be awarded to officers or employees of
the Department; and

(2) the Secretary should establish procedures
for selecting recipients of such award, includ-
ing any financial terms associated with such
award.

(Pub. L. 110-53, title XXI, §2142, Aug. 3, 2007, 121
Stat. 534.)

§8243. Personnel policies at the Department of
State

In addition to the awards and other incentives
already implemented, the Secretary should in-
crease incentives for members of the Foreign
Service and other employees of the Department
who take assignments relating to the promotion
of democracy and the protection of human
rights, including the following:

(1) Providing performance pay under section
3965 of this title to such members and employ-
ees who carry out their assignment in an out-
standing manner.

(2) Comnsidering such an assignment as a
basis for promotion into the Senior Foreign
Service.

(3) Providing Foreign Service Awards under
section 4013 of this title to such members and
employees who provide distinguished or meri-
torious service in the promotion of democracy
or the protection of human rights.

(Pub. L. 110-53, title XXI, §2143, Aug. 3, 2007, 121
Stat. 535.)

SUBCHAPTER V—COOPERATION WITH
DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES

§8251. Cooperation with democratic countries

(a) Sense of Congress

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States should cooperate with other democratic
countries to—

(1) promote and protect democratic prin-
ciples, practices, and values;

(2) promote and protect shared political, so-
cial, and economic freedoms, including the
freedoms of association, of expression, of the
press, of religion, and to own private property;

(3) promote and protect respect for the rule
of law;

(4) develop, adopt, and pursue strategies to
advance common interests in international or-
ganizations and multilateral institutions to
which members of cooperating democratic
countries belong; and

(6) provide political, economic, and other
necessary support to countries that are under-
going a transition to democracy.

(b) Community of Democracies

(1) Sense of Congress

It is the sense of Congress that—
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(A) the Community of Democracies should
develop a more formal mechanism for car-
rying out work between ministerial meet-
ings, such as through the creation of a per-
manent secretariat with appropriate staff to
carry out such work, and should establish a
headquarters; and

(B) nondemocratic countries should not
participate in any association or group of
democratic countries aimed at working to-
gether to promote democracy.

(2) Detail of personnel

The Secretary is authorized to detail on a
nonreimbursable basis any employee of the
Department to any permanent secretariat of
the Community of Democracies or to the gov-
ernment of any country that is a member of
the Convening Group of the Community of De-
mocracies.

(c) Establishment of an office for multilateral de-
mocracy promotion

The Secretary should establish an office of
multilateral democracy promotion with the mis-
sion to further develop and strengthen the insti-
tutional structure of the Community of Democ-
racies, develop interministerial projects, en-
hance the United Nations Democracy Caucus,
manage policy development of the United Na-
tions Democracy Fund, and enhance coordina-
tion with other regional and multilateral bodies
with jurisdiction over democracy issues.

(d) International Center for Democratic Transi-
tion
(1) Sense of Congress

It is the sense of Congress that the Inter-
national Center for Democratic Transition, an
initiative of the Government of Hungary,
serves to promote practical projects and the
sharing of best practices in the area of democ-
racy promotion and should be supported by, in
particular, the United States, other European
countries with experiences in democratic tran-
sitions, and private individuals.

(2) Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated
$1,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2008, 2009, and
2010 to the Secretary for a grant to the Inter-
national Center for Democratic Transition.
Amounts appropriated under this paragraph
are authorized to remain available until ex-
pended.

(Pub. L. 110-53, title XXI, §2151, Aug. 3, 2007, 121
Stat. 535.)

SUBCHAPTER VI—FUNDING FOR
PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY

§8261. The United Nations Democracy Fund

(a) Sense of Congress

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States should work with other countries to en-
hance the goals and work of the United Nations
Democracy Fund, an essential tool to promote
democracy, and in particular support civil soci-
ety in foreign countries in their efforts to help
consolidate democracy and bring about trans-
formational change.
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(b) Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated
$14,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2008 and 2009 to
the Secretary for a United States contribution
to the United Nations Democracy Fund.

(Pub. L. 110-53, title XXI, §2161, Aug. 3, 2007, 121
Stat. 536.)

§8262. United States democracy assistance pro-
grams

(a) Sense of Congress regarding use of instru-
ments of democracy promotion

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) United States support for democracy is
strengthened by using a variety of different
instrumentalities, such as the National En-
dowment for Democracy, the United States
Agency for International Development, and
the Department; and

(2) the purpose of the Department’s Human
Rights and Democracy Fund should be to sup-
port innovative programming, media, and ma-
terials designed to uphold democratic prin-
ciples, practices, and values, support and
strengthen democratic institutions, promote
human rights and the rule of law, and build
civil societies in countries around the world.

(b) Sense of Congress regarding mechanisms for
delivering assistance

(1) Findings

Congress finds the following:

(A) Democracy assistance has many dif-
ferent forms, including assistance to pro-
mote the rule of law, build the capacity of
civil society, political parties, and legisla-
tures, improve the independence of the
media and the judiciary, enhance inde-
pendent auditing functions, and advance se-
curity sector reform.

(B) There is a need for greater clarity on
the coordination and delivery mechanisms
for United States democracy assistance.

(2) Sense of Congress

It is the sense of Congress that the Sec-
retary and the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Development
should develop guidelines, in consultation
with the appropriate congressional commit-
tees, building on the existing framework for
grants, cooperative agreements, contracts,
and other acquisition mechanisms to guide
United States missions in foreign countries in
coordinating United States democracy assist-
ance and selecting the appropriate combina-
tion of such mechanisms for such assistance.

(Pub. L. 110-53, title XXI, §2162, Aug. 3, 2007, 121
Stat. 536.)

CHAPTER 90—VOLUNTEERS FOR
PROSPERITY PROGRAM

Sec.

8301. Findings.

8302. Definitions.

8303. Office of Volunteers for Prosperity.
8304. Authorization of appropriations.

§8301. Findings

Congress makes the following findings:
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(1) Americans engaged in international vol-
unteer service, and the organizations deploy-
ing them—

(A) play critical roles in responding to the
needs of people living throughout the devel-
oping world; and

(B) advance the international public diplo-
macy of the United States.

(2) The Volunteers for Prosperity Program
has successfully promoted international vol-
unteer service by skilled American profes-
sionals.

3) In its first 4 years, the VP Program
helped to mobilize 74,000 skilled Americans, in-
cluding doctors, nurses, engineers,
businesspeople, and teachers, through a net-
work of 250 nonprofit organizations and com-
panies in the United States, to carry out de-
velopment and humanitarian efforts for those
affected by great global challenges in health,
the environment, poverty, illiteracy, financial
literacy, disaster relief, and other challenges.

(4) The VfP Program has undertaken activi-
ties, including—

(A) direct outreach to leading nonprofit
organizations and companies in the United
States;

(B) promotion of the work of skilled Amer-
icans and nonprofit organizations and com-
panies in the United States as it relates to
international volunteer service;

(C) public recognition of skilled American
volunteers;

(D) support for organizations that utilize
skilled Americans as volunteers;

(E) participation in the development of
special initiatives to further opportunities
for skilled Americans; and

(F) leadership of an innovative public-pri-
vate partnership to provide eligible skilled?
with financial assistance for volunteer as-
signments.

(Pub. L. 111-13, title V, §5101, Apr. 21, 2009, 123
Stat. 1697.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 2009, see section 6101(a) of
Pub. L. 111-13, set out as an Effective Date of 2009
Amendment note under section 4950 of Title 42, The
Public Health and Welfare.

Executive Documents
EX. ORD. No. 13317. VOLUNTEERS FOR PROSPERITY

Ex. Ord. No. 13317, Sept. 25, 2003, 68 F.R. 56515, as
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13418, Dec. 14, 2006, 71 F.R.
75647, provided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
America, and in order to encourage volunteer service
by highly skilled Americans to support major initia-
tives by the United States for promoting health and
prosperity around the world, it is hereby ordered as fol-
lows:

SECTION 1. (a) Policy. A part of USA Freedom Corps,
‘“Volunteers for Prosperity’ is a call to service to sup-
port major U.S. initiatives that promote health and

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘eligible skilled profes-

sionals™.
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