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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘section’’. 

racy and human rights policy submitted in ac-
cordance with section 665(c) of the Foreign Re-
lations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XXI, § 2122, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 
Stat. 532.)

SUBCHAPTER III—ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
ON DEMOCRACY PROMOTION AND THE 
INTERNET WEBSITE OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF STATE 

§ 8231. Advisory Committee on Democracy Pro-
motion 

Congress commends the Secretary for creating 
an Advisory Committee on Democracy Pro-
motion, and it is the sense of Congress that the 
Committee should play a significant role in the 
Department’s transformational diplomacy by 
advising the Secretary regarding United States 
efforts to promote democracy and democratic 
transition in connection with the formulation 
and implementation of United States foreign 
policy and foreign assistance, including review-
ing and making recommendations on—

(1) how to improve the capacity of the De-
partment to promote democracy and human 
rights; and 

(2) how to improve foreign assistance pro-
grams related to the promotion of democracy. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XXI, § 2131, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 
Stat. 533.) 

§ 8232. Sense of Congress regarding the Internet 
website of the Department of State 

It is the sense of Congress that in order to fa-
cilitate access by individuals, nongovernmental 
organizations, and movements in foreign coun-
tries to documents, streaming video and audio, 
and other media regarding democratic prin-
ciples, practices, and values, and the promotion 
and strengthening of democracy, the Secretary 
should take additional steps to enhance the 
Internet site for global democracy and human 
rights of the Department, which should include, 
where practicable, the following: 

(1) Narratives and histories, published by the 
United States Government, of significant 
democratic movements in foreign countries, 
particularly regarding successful nonviolent 
campaigns to promote democracy in non-
democratic countries and democratic transi-
tion countries. 

(2) Narratives, published by the United 
States Government, relating to the impor-
tance of the establishment of and respect for 
internationally recognized human rights, 
democratic principles, practices, and values, 
and other fundamental freedoms. 

(3) Major human rights reports by the 
United States Government, including trans-
lations of such materials, as appropriate. 

(4) Any other documents, references, or links 
to appropriate external Internet websites 
(such as websites of international or non-
governmental organizations), including ref-
erences or links to training materials, nar-
ratives, and histories regarding successful 
democratic movements. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XXI, § 2132, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 
Stat. 533.)

SUBCHAPTER IV—TRAINING IN DEMOC-
RACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS; INCENTIVES 

§ 8241. Training in democracy promotion and the 
protection of human rights 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall continue to enhance 
training for members of the Foreign Service and 
civil service responsible for the promotion of de-
mocracy and the protection of human rights. 
Such training shall include appropriate instruc-
tion and training materials regarding: 

(1) International documents and United 
States policy regarding the promotion of de-
mocracy and respect for human rights. 

(2) United States policy regarding the pro-
motion and strengthening of democracy 
around the world, with particular emphasis on 
the transition to democracy in nondemocratic 
countries and democratic transition countries. 

(3) For any member, chief of mission, or dep-
uty chief of mission who is to be assigned to a 
nondemocratic country or democratic transi-
tion country, ways to promote democracy in 
such country and to assist individuals, non-
governmental organizations, and movements 
in such country that support democratic prin-
ciples, practices, and values. 

(4) The protection of internationally recog-
nized human rights (including the protection 
of religious freedom) and standards related to 
such rights, provisions of United States law 
related to such rights, diplomatic tools to pro-
mote respect for such rights, and the protec-
tion of individuals who have fled their coun-
tries due to violations of such rights. 

(b) Consultation 

The Secretary, acting through the Director of 
the National Foreign Affairs Training Center of 
the Foreign Service Institute of the Depart-
ment, shall consult, as appropriate, with non-
governmental organizations involved in the pro-
tection and promotion of such rights and the 
United States Commission on International Re-
ligious Freedom with respect to the training re-
quired by this subsection.1 

(c) Report 

Not later than 180 days after August 3, 2007, 
the Secretary shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a report containing a 
description of the current and planned training 
provided to Foreign Service officers in human 
rights and democracy promotion, including such 
training provided to chiefs of mission serving or 
preparing to serve in nondemocratic countries 
or democratic transition countries. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XXI, § 2141, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 
Stat. 534.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

References to National Foreign Affairs Training Cen-
ter considered to refer to George P. Shultz National 
Foreign Affairs Training Center, see section 1(b) of 
Pub. L. 107–132, set out as a note under section 4021 of 
this title. 
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§ 8242. Sense of Congress regarding ADVANCE 
Democracy Award 

It is the sense of Congress that—
(1) the Secretary should further strengthen 

the capacity of the Department to carry out 
results-based democracy promotion efforts 
through the establishment of an annual award 
to be known as the ‘‘Outstanding Achieve-
ments in Advancing Democracy Award’’, or 
the ‘‘ADVANCE Democracy Award’’, that 
would be awarded to officers or employees of 
the Department; and 

(2) the Secretary should establish procedures 
for selecting recipients of such award, includ-
ing any financial terms associated with such 
award. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XXI, § 2142, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 
Stat. 534.) 

§ 8243. Personnel policies at the Department of 
State 

In addition to the awards and other incentives 
already implemented, the Secretary should in-
crease incentives for members of the Foreign 
Service and other employees of the Department 
who take assignments relating to the promotion 
of democracy and the protection of human 
rights, including the following: 

(1) Providing performance pay under section 
3965 of this title to such members and employ-
ees who carry out their assignment in an out-
standing manner. 

(2) Considering such an assignment as a 
basis for promotion into the Senior Foreign 
Service. 

(3) Providing Foreign Service Awards under 
section 4013 of this title to such members and 
employees who provide distinguished or meri-
torious service in the promotion of democracy 
or the protection of human rights. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XXI, § 2143, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 
Stat. 535.)

SUBCHAPTER V—COOPERATION WITH 
DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES 

§ 8251. Cooperation with democratic countries 

(a) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that the United 
States should cooperate with other democratic 
countries to—

(1) promote and protect democratic prin-
ciples, practices, and values; 

(2) promote and protect shared political, so-
cial, and economic freedoms, including the 
freedoms of association, of expression, of the 
press, of religion, and to own private property; 

(3) promote and protect respect for the rule 
of law; 

(4) develop, adopt, and pursue strategies to 
advance common interests in international or-
ganizations and multilateral institutions to 
which members of cooperating democratic 
countries belong; and 

(5) provide political, economic, and other 
necessary support to countries that are under-
going a transition to democracy. 

(b) Community of Democracies 

(1) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that—

(A) the Community of Democracies should 
develop a more formal mechanism for car-
rying out work between ministerial meet-
ings, such as through the creation of a per-
manent secretariat with appropriate staff to 
carry out such work, and should establish a 
headquarters; and 

(B) nondemocratic countries should not 
participate in any association or group of 
democratic countries aimed at working to-
gether to promote democracy. 

(2) Detail of personnel 

The Secretary is authorized to detail on a 
nonreimbursable basis any employee of the 
Department to any permanent secretariat of 
the Community of Democracies or to the gov-
ernment of any country that is a member of 
the Convening Group of the Community of De-
mocracies. 

(c) Establishment of an office for multilateral de-
mocracy promotion 

The Secretary should establish an office of 
multilateral democracy promotion with the mis-
sion to further develop and strengthen the insti-
tutional structure of the Community of Democ-
racies, develop interministerial projects, en-
hance the United Nations Democracy Caucus, 
manage policy development of the United Na-
tions Democracy Fund, and enhance coordina-
tion with other regional and multilateral bodies 
with jurisdiction over democracy issues. 

(d) International Center for Democratic Transi-
tion 

(1) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that the Inter-
national Center for Democratic Transition, an 
initiative of the Government of Hungary, 
serves to promote practical projects and the 
sharing of best practices in the area of democ-
racy promotion and should be supported by, in 
particular, the United States, other European 
countries with experiences in democratic tran-
sitions, and private individuals. 

(2) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated 
$1,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2008, 2009, and 
2010 to the Secretary for a grant to the Inter-
national Center for Democratic Transition. 
Amounts appropriated under this paragraph 
are authorized to remain available until ex-
pended. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XXI, § 2151, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 
Stat. 535.)

SUBCHAPTER VI—FUNDING FOR 
PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY 

§ 8261. The United Nations Democracy Fund 

(a) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that the United 
States should work with other countries to en-
hance the goals and work of the United Nations 
Democracy Fund, an essential tool to promote 
democracy, and in particular support civil soci-
ety in foreign countries in their efforts to help 
consolidate democracy and bring about trans-
formational change. 
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