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Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 114-281, §102(a)(3), in intro-
ductory provisions, inserted ‘‘persecution of lawyers,
politicians, or other human rights advocates seeking to
defend the rights of members of religious groups or
highlight religious freedom violations, prohibitions on
ritual animal slaughter or male infant circumecision,”
after ‘‘entire religions,” and ‘‘policies that ban or re-
strict the public manifestation of religious belief and
the peaceful involvement of religious groups or their
members in the political life of each such foreign coun-
try,” after ‘‘such groups,”.

Subsec. (b)(1)(C). Pub. L. 114-281, §102(a)(4), sub-
stituted ‘“A detailed description of United States ac-
tions, diplomatic and political coordination efforts, and
other” for ‘“‘A description of United States actions
and”.

Subsec. (b)(1)(F)(1). Pub. L. 114-281, §102(a)(5), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 6442(b)(1)(A)(ii) of this title’’ for ‘‘sec-
tion 6442(b)(1) of this title’’ and inserted at end ‘‘Any
country in which a non-state actor designated as an en-
tity of particular concern for religious freedom under
section 6442a of this title is located shall be included in
this section of the report.”’

2004—Subsec. (b)(1)(A)({iv). Pub. L. 108-332 added cl.
@{iv).

2002—Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 107228 inserted ‘‘in-
cluding policies that discriminate against particular
religious groups or members of such groups,’ after ‘‘the
existence of government policies violating religious
freedom,”.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 108-332 applicable beginning
with the first report under sections 2151n(d), 2304(b),
and 6412(b) of this title submitted more than 180 days
after Oct. 16, 2004, see section 6(c) of Pub. L. 108-332, set
out as a note under section 2151n of this title.

ABOLITION OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION
SERVICE AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For abolition of Immigration and Naturalization
Service, transfer of functions, and treatment of related
references, see note set out under section 1551 of Title
8, Aliens and Nationality.

FINDINGS

Pub. L. 115434, §2, Jan. 14, 2019, 132 Stat. 5526, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Congress finds the following:

‘(1) During the past decade, there has been a steady
increase in anti-Semitic incidents in Europe, result-
ing in European Jews being the targets of physical
and verbal harassment and even lethal terrorist at-
tacks, all of which has eroded personal and communal
security and the quality of daily Jewish life.

‘(2) According to reporting by the European Union
Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), between 2005
and 2014, anti-Semitic incidents increased in France
from 508 to 851; in Germany from 60 to 173; in Belgium
from 58 to 130; in Italy from 49 to 86; and in the
United Kingdom from 459 to 1,168.

‘(3) Anti-Zionism has at times devolved into anti-
Semitic attacks, prompting condemnation from
many European leaders, including French Prime Min-
ister Manuel Valls, British Prime Minister David
Cameron, and German Chancellor Angela Merkel.

‘“(4) Since 2010, the Department of State has ad-
hered to the working definition of Anti-Semitism by
the European Monitoring Center on Racism and Xen-
ophobia (EUMC). Some contemporary examples of
anti-Semitism include the following:

‘“(A) Calling for, aiding, or justifying the killing
or harming of Jews (often in the name of a radical
ideology or an extremist view of religion).

‘(B) Making mendacious, dehumanizing, demon-
izing, or stereotypical allegations about Jews as
such, or the power of Jews as a collective, espe-
cially, but not exclusively, the myth about a world
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Jewish conspiracy or of Jews controlling the media,
economy, government, or other societal institu-
tions.

“(C) Accusing Jews as a people of being respon-
sible for real or imagined wrongdoing committed by

a single Jewish person or group, the State of Israel,

or even for acts committed by non-Jews.

‘(D) Accusing the Jews as a people, or Israel as a
state, of inventing or exaggerating the Holocaust.

‘“(E) Accusing Jewish citizens of being more loyal
to Israel, or to the alleged priorities of Jews world-
wide, than to the interest of their own countries.

‘“(56) On October 16, 2004, the President signed into
law the Global Anti-Semitism Review Act of 2004 [see
Short Title of 2004 Amendment note set out under
section 2651 of this title]. This law provides the legal
foundation for a reporting requirement provided by
the Department of State annually on anti-Semitism
around the world.

‘“(6) In November 2015, the House of Representatives
passed H. Res. 354 by a vote of 418-0, urging the Sec-
retary of State to continue robust United States re-
porting on anti-Semitism by the Department of State
and the Special Envoy to Combat and Monitor Anti-
Semitism.

‘(7 In 2016, the International Holocaust Remem-
brance Alliance (IHRA), comprised of 31 member
countries, adopted a working definition of anti-Semi-
tism which stated: ‘Anti-Semitism is a certain per-
ception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred to-
ward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of
anti-Semitism are directed toward Jewish or non-
Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jew-
ish community institutions and religious facilities.’.

“(8) The THRA further clarified that manifestations
of anti-Semitism might also target the State of
Israel, conceived of as a Jewish collectivity. Anti-
Semitism frequently charges Jews with conspiring to
harm humanity, and it is often used to blame Jews
for ‘why things go wrong’. It is expressed in speech,
writing, visual forms, and action, and employs sin-
ister stereotypes and negative character traits.”

§ 6413. Establishment of religious freedom Inter-
net site

In order to facilitate access by nongovern-
mental organizations (NGOs) and by the public
around the world to international documents on
the protection of religious freedom, the Sec-
retary of State, with the assistance of the Am-
bassador at Large, shall establish and maintain
an Internet site containing major international
documents relating to religious freedom, the
Annual Report, the Executive Summary, and
any other documentation or references to other
sites as deemed appropriate or relevant by the
Ambassador at Large.

(Pub. L. 105-292, title I, §103, Oct. 27, 1998, 112
Stat. 2795.)

§ 6414. High-level contacts with nongovernmental
organizations

United States chiefs of mission shall seek out
and contact religious nongovernmental organi-
zations to provide high-level meetings with reli-
gious nongovernmental organizations where ap-
propriate and beneficial. United States chiefs of
mission and Foreign Service officers abroad
shall seek to meet with imprisoned religious
leaders where appropriate and beneficial.

(Pub. L. 105-292, title I, §105, Oct. 27, 1998, 112
Stat. 2795.)

§6415. Programs and allocations of funds by
United States missions abroad

It is the sense of the Congress that—
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(1) United States diplomatic missions in
countries the governments of which engage in
or tolerate violations of the internationally
recognized right to freedom of religion should
develop, as part of annual program planning, a
strategy to promote respect for the inter-
nationally recognized right to freedom of reli-
gion; and

(2) in allocating or recommending the allo-
cation of funds or the recommendation of can-
didates for programs and grants funded by the
United States Government, United States dip-
lomatic missions should give particular con-
sideration to those programs and candidates
deemed to assist in the promotion of the right
to religious freedom.

(Pub. L. 105-292, title I, §106, Oct. 27, 1998, 112
Stat. 2796.)

§6416. Equal access to United States missions
abroad for conducting religious activities

(a) In general

Subject to this section, the Secretary of State
shall permit, on terms no less favorable than
that accorded other nongovernmental activities
unrelated to the conduct of the diplomatic mis-
sion, access to the premises of any United
States diplomatic mission or consular post by
any United States citizen seeking to conduct an
activity for religious purposes.

(b) Timing and location

The Secretary of State shall make reasonable
accommodations with respect to the timing and
location of such access in light of—

(1) the number of United States citizens re-
questing the access (including any particular
religious concerns regarding the time of day,
date, or physical setting for services);

(2) conflicts with official activities and other
nonofficial United States citizen requests;

(3) the availability of openly conducted, or-
ganized religious services outside the premises
of the mission or post;

(4) availability of space and resources; and

(5) necessary security precautions.

(c) Discretionary access for foreign nationals

The Secretary of State may permit access to
the premises of a United States diplomatic mis-
sion or consular post to foreign nationals for the
purpose of attending or participating in reli-
gious activities conducted pursuant to this sec-
tion.

(Pub. L. 105-292, title I, §107, Oct. 27, 1998, 112
Stat. 2796.)

§6417. Prisoner lists and issue briefs on religious
freedom concerns

(a) Sense of Congress

To encourage involvement with religious free-
dom concerns at every possible opportunity and
by all appropriate representatives of the United
States Government, it is the sense of the Con-
gress that officials of the executive branch of
Government should promote increased advocacy
on such issues during meetings between foreign
dignitaries and executive branch officials or
Members of Congress.
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(b) Prisoner lists and issue briefs on religious
freedom concerns

The Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Ambassador at Large, the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Democracy, Human Rights
and Labor, United States chiefs of mission
abroad, regional experts, and nongovernmental
human rights and religious groups, shall prepare
and maintain issue briefs on religious freedom,
on a country-by-country basis, consisting of
lists of persons believed to be imprisoned, de-
tained, or placed under house arrest for their re-
ligious activities, religious freedom advocacy, or
efforts to protect and advance the universally
recognized right to the freedom of religion, to-
gether with brief evaluations and critiques of
the policies of the respective country restricting
religious freedom. In considering the inclusion
of names of prisoners on such lists, the Sec-
retary of State shall exercise appropriate discre-
tion, including concerns regarding the safety,
security, and benefit to such prisoners.

(¢) Availability of information

The Secretary shall make available religious
freedom issue briefs under subsection (b) to ex-
ecutive branch officials and Members of Con-
gress in anticipation of bilateral contacts with
foreign leaders, both in the United States and
abroad.

(d) Victims list maintained by the United States
Commission on International Religious Free-
dom

(1) In general

The Commission shall make publicly avail-
able, to the extent practicable, online and in
official publications, lists of persons it deter-
mines are imprisoned or detained, have dis-
appeared, been placed under house arrest, been
tortured, or subjected to forced renunciations
of faith for their religious activity or religious
freedom advocacy by the government of a for-
eign country that the Commission rec-
ommends for designation as a country of par-
ticular concern for religious freedom under
section 6442(b)(1)(A)(ii) of this title or by a
non-state actor that the Commission rec-
ommends for designation as an entity of par-
ticular concern for religious freedom under
section 6442a of this title and include as much
publicly available information as practicable
on the conditions and circumstances of such
persons.

(2) Discretion

In compiling lists under paragraph (1), the
Commission shall exercise all appropriate dis-
cretion, including consideration of the safety
and security of, and benefit to, the persons
who may be included on the lists and the fami-
lies of such persons.

(Pub. L. 105-292, title I, §108, Oct. 27, 1998, 112
Stat. 2796; Pub. L. 114-281, title I, §104, Dec. 16,
2016, 130 Stat. 1432.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2016—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 114-281, §104(1), substituted
‘“‘activities, religious freedom advocacy, or efforts to
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